
Date: 



    Time: 




Read –Esther 8:7-

1. What had the King given to Esther?

2. What did they do to Haman?

3. Why did they do it?

4. This new letter would have what authority behind it?

5. Why not just cancel the first writing?

6. What month is it now?

7. Who is called again?

8. To whom is the letter written?

9. What countries are mentioned?

10. How many provinces are there in the kingdom?

11. What language was used?

12. What four ways were the letters sent?

Apply:  It was again important that the message be clear, with authority, convenient (all languages), and to the proper people.  This is true of the Gospel as well:  we know that it has God’s authority, it is given to the church to distribute to others and the Gospel is clear and simple.  The question then is; is it available in every language?  The answer is no – not by a long shot!!!  For more information on this go to http://www.firstbible.net/
Ask God what part He may have you play in the role of getting the “message of the King” to all peoples!


Date: 



    Time: 




Read – Esther 8:11-17

1. What did the King give the Jews permission to do?

2. What could they “take”?

3. What month and day could they do this? (3:13)

4. What should the Jews be ready to do?

5. Under what circumstances did the post “went out”?

6. Where was the decree also given?

7. Who went out from the King’s presence?

8. How was he dressed?

9. What was the reaction of the city of Shushan?


10. What four words describe the Jews reaction?

11. What was the reaction of the Jews in other cities?

12. What did many people in the land become?

13. Why did they do this?

Apply: Only God could orchestrate that – the other people were the rulers and the Jews were the captives but God has turned it around.  Is it appropriate for us to rejoice when good things happen?

Do you?


When is the last time you really rejoiced in something God was doing for you?

Ask God to help you see His blessing and rejoice when He meets your needs!


Date: 



    Time: 




Read – Esther 9:1-6

1. What was drawing near?

2. For what had the enemies of the Jews hoped?

3. What actually was happening?

4. What did the Jews do together?

5. Could anybody hurt them?

Why?

6. Who helped the Jews?

7. Why did they do this?

8. What word describes Mordecai in the Kings house?

9. What spread about Mordecai?

10. What was happening to him?

11. What words are used to describe what the Jews did to their enemies?

12. How many did they kill in Shushan?

Apply: God can take any circumstance and turn it around.   When we look with human eyes they seem impossible.  Who would have thought that God would have turned around a decree such as this but He did.  What impossible situation do you have that you want God to turn around?  
Will you trust Him for the outcome?

It may not be what you would choose but He does know best!


Date: 



    Time: 




Read – Esther 9:7-14

1. What 10 names are mentioned here?

2. What do they again call Haman?

3. What did they do to his sons?

4. What did they not do that the king had given them permission to do?

5. Go back to verse 6, how many were killed at Shushan?

6. To whom did they give this number?

7. To whom did the King give the report?

8. What else did the King want to know from her?

9. What did she want done to Haman’s sons?

10. What else did she want done?

11. What was the King’s response to this?


Apply: The Jews were not interested in the money because in verse 10 the Bible says that “they laid not their hand.”  It also says that in verse 15 and 16.  What would have been your reason for killing your enemy?

Haman not only reap what he sowed but so did his family.  Achan’s family did as well!  What decisions are you making now that will affect those that you love?


Every choice has a consequence!


Date: 



    Time: 




Read – Esther 9:15-22

1. How many did they slay the next day?

2. What did they do with the spoil?

3. How many did the Jews in other places kill?

4. What did they do with the spoil?

5. The Jews in the rest of the provinces did what on the 13th day?

6. What did they do on the 14th day?

7. What else did they do on this day?

8. What was different about the Jews at Shushan?

9. Did they have a day of feasting and gladness?

10. What did they send one to another as part of their celebrations?

11. Who wrote a report of all these things?

12. Where did he send it?

13. What days should they set aside every year?

14. This day was turned from 



 to 


 and from 


 to 


.
15. What should be the four characteristics of this day?

Apply: Instead of taking the spoil of the enemy they were giving to each other and the poor.  Sometimes we so concentrate on what we think we need that we miss an opportunity to meet someone else’s need.  Who could you give to today?  (It does not have to be money but anything)

Have you thanked God for His unspeakable Gift?


Date: 



    Time: 




Read – Esther 9:23-28

1. Did the Jews obey Mordecai?

2. What had Haman done?

3. What had he cast?

4. What was he planning to do?

5. What did the king do concerning Haman?

6. What did they call these days?

7. Why?

8. What did the Jews ordain?

9. Was this just for Jews or for anyone?

10. How thorough was the keeping of this decree?  (One word used 4 times)

11. What should not fail from among them?

12. From whom should the memorial not perish?

Apply:  It is good to remember the good things that God did for us.  I think it is good for us to celebrate Thanksgiving (Thank God for His goodness to us) and Christmas (Thank God for sending His son) and Easter (Thank God for dying and His resurrection).  Have you lost the meaning of those days?

When is the last time you “celebrated” your spiritual birthday?

We have so much for which to be thankful! 


Date: 



    Time: 




Read – Esther 9:29-10:3

1. Who wrote a letter?

2. What did this letter confirm?

3. What authority did they have to write it?

4. To whom did the letters go?

5. They were written “with words of” what?

6. How, in part, did the deliverance come? (Last part of verse 31)

7. What confirmed these things?

Where was it written?


8. What did the King lay on the kingdom?

9. What is written in the chronicles of the Kings of Media and Persia?

10. How high was Mordecai in the Kingdom?

11. What was he among the Jews?

12. For what two things was he known?

Apply: What do you want to be known for when you die?

I sure hope that I can have the impact that Mordecai and Esther had on those around them.  Will you ask God to help you to leave a lasting legacy?








Main thought to meditate on today:																							





The reaction is so different than the reaction to the first decree (3:15).  Not all these people were Jews yet they knew the difference of good leadership and bad. 


Proverbs 29:2 When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.
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Some have asked why hang the dead sons?  The word hanged actually means to impale.  This was not an unusual practice in the ancient Near East.  It was a visual warning that others better not commit the same crime as the punished ones.   The Bible Knowledge Commentary 
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This “book” was probably the royal archives of the kingdom!
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