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Background Information on Esther
I. Author - unknown 

A. Mordecai kept some written records of the events – 9:20 

B. The author had access to the chronicles of the Medes and Persians (2:23; 10:2)

II. Date

A. Written around 464 BC (could have been as late as 400 BC)

1. 10:2-3 speaks of the kings reign in the past tense  

2. The palace at Shushan was destroyed in 435 BC

3. This king reigned from 486 – 464 BC

III. Keys

A. Key word – Providence

B. Key verse – 4:14

IV. Facts

A. God’s name is not mentioned once in the book – (Some suggest that it does not mention God, prayer or teach any out right truth so as to not offend the people of the land)

B. Mordecai was Esther’s cousin

C. The Feast of Purim (Celebrated in the month Adar {Feb-Mar} day 14 and 15)

D. Hadassah was her Hebrew name

E. The events happen between Ezra 6 and 7


Date: 



    Time: 




Read – Esther 1:1-6
Examine –

1. Who is King at this time?

2. How many provinces does he have in his kingdom?

3. Where was his throne?

4. In what year, of his reign, was this happening?

5. What was he doing?

6. Who was before him?

7. How long did the “feast” last?

8. What did he show everybody?

9. After the first feast, for whom was the second feast?

10. How long did it last?

11. Where was it held?

12. Based on the description of the room what was your impression?


Apply:  The world does things top quality when they throw a party.  We should do things well also.   I Corinthians 10:31 says we should do all to give the right opinion of God - If people went to your “garden” what would they find?


Date: 



    Time: 




Read - Esther 1:7-12


1. What did they give them?

2. Of what were the “glasses” made? 

3. Were all the “glasses” the same?

4. What was in abundance?

5. From where did it come?

6. Were there any rules placed on the drinking?

7. How were the officers to respond to the people?

8. Who was the queen?

9. For whom was her feast?

10. Who owned the house?

11. What does chamberlain mean?

12. How many did he have?

13. What were they to do?

14. Why did he want to show her off?

15. What was her response to his request?

16. What was his reaction to her response?

Apply: The feast was a drunken party and now the king wanted to parade her around to brag on her.  Was she right in refusing?

Is there ever a time when you can disobey authority?

Do you get mad when people don’t do what you want? 

Date: 



    Time: 




Read - Esther 1:13-17

1. Who did the king address next?

2. What did they know?

3. Based upon the next statement, what do you think the phrase “knew the time” meant?

4. Who else was before the king?

5. In verse 15, the king was concerned about what?

6. Who answered the King?

7. Had the queen only wronged the king?

8. Who had she wronged?

9. Once other women hear this, what would they do to their husbands?

10. Does this mean that those in power are watched by others?

Apply: It is true that when one makes a decision it doesn’t just affect them.  Can you name one other Bible story that a decision had a negative effect on others? (Give scripture and bring for a bonus coupon)

How have your decisions affected others?


Date: 



    Time: 




Read - Esther 1:18-22

1. What group of people are they most worried about?

2. What two things will arise?

3. What was going forth from the King?

4. According to what law would it be written?

5. What could not happen to a law once it was written?

6. What was going to be her punishment? (2 things)                                 

7. Where would this document be published?

8. What comment does he make about the kingdom?

9. What would the wives give their husbands?
· Girls this is the thing most men want more than anything else.  When God gives you a husband make sure that you honor him for God’s sake.
10. What was the Kings reaction to this suggestion?

11. Where did the King send the letters?

12. In what language was it written?

13. What should men do in their house?

Apply: We can honor those that God has put in authority in our lives no matter if they are wrong or not.  How is your honor today?

Can you write one example of how you have honored a male authority or how you are going to today!


Date: 



    Time: 




Read - Esther 2:1-5

1. What is now subsided in the king?

2. Who does he remember?

3. What two things does he remember about the situation?

4. What would they seek for the king?

5. Who would he appoint to the task?
6. What would they be doing and where?

7. Where would they come?

8. To whom would they be given?

9. What was his job?

10. What would be given them?

· This was a process that the woman went through of beautification!

11. Who would be queen?

12. What did the king think about this?

Apply: Sometimes we do things in anger that make no sense when we calm down.  Other passages of Scripture talk about this such as the 3 Hebrew children and the king heating a furnace so no man could stand it.   How is your temper?



What crazy thing or hurtful thing do you do when you “fly off the handle”?


Date: 



    Time: 




Read - Esther 2:6-11

1. Who was at the palace?

2. What was his nationality?

3. From what tribe was he?

4. How did he get to this place?

5. Who did he bring for the “contest”?

6. Why does she have two names?

7. Who was she to him?

8. What did she not have?

9. How does the Bible describe her?

10. What did Mordecai do for her?

Fact – the keeper of the woman has two spellings to his name both were acceptable spellings and both mean Eunuch.

11. How did he respond to Esther?

12. What did he give her to help attend to her needs?

13. Where did he let her live?

14. What had Esther not told them?



Why?

15. What did Mordecai do daily?

Apply: Do you think that Esther was a coward for not showing her nationality?

Do you think it was wrong for her to eat and act like those she was around?

Daniel chose to stand and was honored; Esther chose to be quiet (initially) and was honored?

Who was right?


Date: 



    Time: 




Read - Review

As you reread this chapter and a ½ can you name at least 7 principles that we can draw from this story?

Apply:  What of these principles do you struggle most with and why?
The beds in this passage were more like couches that they reclined on to eat!





Main thought to meditate on today:																							





If we stopped with the description of the “feast” yesterday then we may want to be there but verse 7 changes things!





Main thought to meditate on today:																							
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