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The GPS

By Pastor J. E. “Chip” Sellew, Jr.

If you have done much traveling, you probably have used a GPS (Global positioning Satellite) device. A GPS device can direct you in three ways:

1. It can tell you where you are at this moment
2. It can tell you how to get where you desire to go
3. It can tell you when you have taken a wrong turn and show you how you can correct your path 
Did you know that the Lord also has a GPS (God’s Perfect Salvation) device? This GPS device is His Holy Word, the Bible. The same three functions that you find in the device that leads you safely from one town to another can also be found in God’s Holy Word, which can lead you safely from this place of sin with its sorrow to that perfect and wonderful city called Heaven. 

Let’s take a look at the Bible and see how you can get to Heaven from Mebane, North Carolina (or where ever you are at this moment):

1. The Bible can tell you where you are at this moment

Romans 3:10 “For there is none righteous, no not one.”
Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”

At this moment, you have been shown by God’s Word that you are in sin. The Bible declares that you are a sinner; and because you are a sinner, you commit sin. Now, you might say that you realize this fact, and that you know that others around you are sinners, as well. However, did you know that your location at this moment is linked to a destination of destruction?

Romans 6:23a “For the wages of sin is death...”

You are not only shown that you are a sinner with the help of God’s GPS device (the Bible), you are also warned that there is a price to pay for your sin. If you acknowledge that you are a sinner, you need to realize that your destination is a place called hell. This is the “death” of which Romans 6:23a speaks and is continued in Revelation 20:10-15 referring to this death as “the second death” in the “lake of fire. ” 

Your acknowledgment of your sin places you on the road to everlasting destruction. According to what you have read up to this point, you may be thinking that there is no other alternative for your eternal destination. Take a look at the next function of God’s GPS device.

2. It can tell you how to get where you desire to go

Jesus spoke of the only way to get to Heaven as he was instructing His disciples in John 14:6. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me.” 

Notice, that the way to Heaven does not include church membership, baptism, keeping the Ten Commandments, or any other route that involves the work of man. In other words, this road to heaven is not a toll road. The price has been “paid in full” for this trip. 

When Jesus came to earth, He died on the cross, shedding His blood, to pay the price for us to be able to get to heaven. This gift is presented in Romans 6:23b 

“…but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

We find that John 3:16 tells us what God gave so that we might go to Heaven.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave His only Begotten Son, that whoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
However, Just like the GPS device that we use to find our way around town, God’s Perfect Salvation device can only show you the way to get to Heaven – it can’t make you go! But, if you realize that you are a sinner and also realize that, because you are a sinner, your destination is hell; you can get on the road to Heaven by following the directions found in the Bible.

Romans 10:13 “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them gave he the power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.”

You might be persuaded to think that salvation cannot be so simple that nothing else can be done by you to merit forgiveness from God. But, remember, Christ came into the world for the purpose of dying on the cross, and shedding his blood that you might be saved.


Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man (Jesus) is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

your position in sin means that, on your own, “you can’t get there from here.”

3. It can tell you when you have taken a wrong turn and show you how you can correct your path

Have you seen that you have taken a wrong road in your life? Do you long to be in “a new and living way” (Hebrews 10:1)? Your call to “the Way” has been given, the course has been plotted, and the Savior is waiting. Would you pray this prayer from your heart and truly mean it?

“Dear Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I believe that you died on the cross to save me from my sins. Please come into my heart and save me so that I can know that I am on the way to Heaven. Thank you for saving me.” 
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