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“Sing aloud unto God our strength: make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob.

“Take a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the pleasant harp with the psaltery.

“Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on our solemn feast day.

“For this was a statute for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob.

“This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony, when he went out through the land of Egypt: where I heard a language that I under

stood not. 

“I removed his shoulder from the burden: his hands were delivered from the pots. 

“Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivered thee; I answered thee in the secret place of thunder: I proved thee at the waters of Meribah. 

Selah. 

“Hear, O my people, and I will testify unto thee: O Israel, if thou wilt hearken unto me; 

“There shall no strange god be in thee; neither shalt thou worship any strange god. 

“I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

“But my people would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me. 

“So I gave them up unto their own hearts’ lust: and they walked in their own counsels. 

“Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel had walked in my ways! 

“I should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned my hand against their adversaries. 

“The haters of the LORD should have submitted themselves unto him: but their time should have endured for ever. 

“He should have fed them also with the finest of the wheat: and with honey out of the rock should I have satisfied thee.”—Ps. 81. 

There are many things about the Lord in which we should rejoice. One is, just as He saves us, He also desires to satisfy 

us. 

Some folks mistakenly have the idea that salvation is an end in itself. Salvation is not the end of your Christian experience. It is the beginning! It is the start of a very wonderful, exciting life. 

Look again at verse 16: “He should have fed them also with the finest of the wheat: and with honey out of the rock should 

I have satisfied thee.” If you know Jesus Christ as your Saviour, your sins are forgiven, and you are on your way to Heaven; 

but that does not necessarily mean you have a fulfilling, satisfying life. 

I have met Christians who were miserable. Why? Because for one reason or another they did not walk with God. Sometimes we can tell whether or not one is right with God just by looking at him. A sudden change in his countenance or a 

different look in the eye may signal distress within. It is easy to see he is away from God and out of fellowship with Him. 

God wants to satisfy us, to fulfill us. He is unhappy with unhappy children. He knows what will bring us satisfaction. We 

think we would be happy if we could get something special or get out from under a specific responsibility. But more often 

than not, when we get what we want, we are more miserable than we were before. 

When one of my boys was very young, we were at a store. He had wanted a basketball for a very long time, and he had 

enough money to get it; but then he saw one of those little balsam wood airplanes that only lasts about forty‑five seconds 

after you put it together. 

I said, “Son, you only have so much money. I would invest it in something that is going to last a longer time. And the basketball will last longer than the airplane.” 

Guess what he bought? The brightly colored airplane. After arriving home, the airplane was broken and gone in about 

twenty minutes. He said, “Daddy, I should have listened to you and bought what you suggested.” 

Many times I have come to God, hung my head in shame and said, “God, I should have listened to You and done what 

You suggested.” 

God doesn’t say “no” to something because He doesn’t want us to have fun or enjoy life. He says “no” because He knows 

it is not best for us. 

In this Psalm 81 passage, God is aggravated with Israel. One of the reasons: not because they won’t pray, but because 

they won’t pray big enough prayers! Israel was praying, but they were not asking for big enough things; so He said, “Open 

thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” 

What He said to Israel, He is saying to you and me. He wants us to pray great prayers. He doesn’t want us just to open 

our mouths in prayer; He wants us to open them wide so He can fill them. 

“Open thy mouth wide” has the idea of stretching it out. Did you ever see baby birds in a nest? They are all mouth, with 

two little wings. And if you get close and tap the branch, they chirp and open their mouths wide. 

That’s what God is saying to Israel—and to you and me: “Listen! Open your mouth wide; stretch it out and ask for great 

things!” 

Have you ever seen a child lick an ice cream cone? Boy, he opens his mouth wide and takes a big lick. That’s what God 

is saying to us: ‘Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it!’ He says He will pack it in to overflowing. 
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I. THE BASIS FOR GETTING A MOUTHFUL

“I am the LORD thy God.(” 

What assurance have I that God will fill my mouth full? The foundation for getting a mouthful is the Person of God: “I 

am the LORD thy God.” It is God’s nature to give abundantly to His children. Our God is not stingy. 

“Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and unto thee shall the vow be performed. 

“O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.”—Ps. 65:1, 2. 

David didn’t address God, “O Thou Lord” or “O Thou Lord God” or “O Thou Jehovah God.” Rather, he said, “O thou that 

hearest prayer”! It is part of God’s nature to hear and answer our prayers. 

If we knew what our God was really like, we would not hesitate to ask Him for great and mighty things, for impossible 

things. 

“With God all things are possible.”—Matt. 19:26. 

“With God all things are possible.”—Mark 10:27. 

“For with God nothing shall be impossible.”—Luke 1:37. 

“The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.”—Luke 18:26. 

“If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.”—Mark 9:23. 

“Abba, Father [Jesus is talking to God], all things are possible unto thee.”—Mark 14:36. 

Our God in Heaven is all‑mighty, all‑powerful and all‑knowing. We cannot bring a request to Him that He cannot answer. 

Mighty answers to prayer are part of the very person and nature of God. So He tells us to open our mouths wide; He 

tells us to ask for the impossible, for He is the God of the impossible! 

Don’t give up on that young person for whom you are praying who is away from God, who has turned his back on every

thing you taught him and tried to instill in him. 

Nothing is impossible with God. Open your mouth wide. Don’t give up on that young person. 

Don’t give up on your marriage. You say, “But it is beyond hope. There is no way this thing can ever get solved. These 

problems are so complex that nobody can fix them.” 

Listen! Nobody on earth may be able to solve your marital problems, but God in Heaven can do the impossible! Open 

your mouth wide. Don’t give up on your marriage! 

Don’t give up on that unsaved spouse. You say, “There is no one in the world who could reach my husband. His heart is 

so hard and his spirit so cold to the things of God. It goes in one ear and out the other.” 

It is the very nature of God in Heaven to do impossible things. Open your mouth wide. Don’t give up praying for that 

spouse! 

Don’t give up on your parents’ getting saved. I really admire these precious bus children who come to our church. They 

get up on Sunday morning and dress themselves. Some hear their parents cursing them as they walk out the door. Some 

kids come from impossible odds. I say to them, “Don’t ever give up praying for Mom and Dad!” 

You say, “There is no way God can save my brother or sister.” That is closing your mouth instead of opening it wide! It’s 

part of the very nature of God to answer your prayers. Open your mouth wide, and don’t give up praying for your family. 

There are folks here who can testify as to how God did the impossible in their lives. 

When my family and I came here, God was just beginning to turn things around. But some were very discouraged. I 

talked to and wept with them. But these few folks who believed the Bible opened their mouths wide, and God filled them. 

God in Heaven can do the impossible. So don’t you dare give up! 

II. THE PROOF FOR GETTING A MOUTHFUL 

“I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt.(” 

God is saying to them, “I am the God who delivered you from bondage. I am the God who set you free from that which 

bound you.” 

For Israel, Egypt was equivalent to an unsaved world for you and me. God was saying to them, “I want you to know that 

I not only can answer prayer, but I can answer impossible prayers.” And His appeal is that He loved them enough to save 

them. 

“He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us ALL things?”—Rom. 

8:32. 

He is saying, “There is nothing you can ask for that is greater than what I have already given you.” 

Whatever your need, whatever your burden, whatever your request, bring it before the Lord; for no one has a request 

or a need greater than salvation. 

People call me all the time asking for food. I’m glad to help meet the needs of these people, but I always tell them, “There 

is something you need more than food. You need to get saved. I can feed you and keep on feeding you, but you’ll still go 

to Hell on a full stomach if you don’t get saved!” 
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There is a need greater than food. There is a need greater than housing and clothing. That need is salvation, being born 

again by the Spirit of God. God says He has already made available to you the answer to the greatest need a person can 

have! 

“He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us ALL things?” 

The whole idea here is that God gives us “freely” everything. How can He not? He loves us so much that He gave His own 

Son for us. 

I suggest that we look at the old rugged cross, then open our mouths wide! 

What problem has man come up with that is more difficult to solve than saving his soul from Hell? Man has been trying 

to answer that problem for thousands and thousands of years. 

III. THE FORMULA FOR GETTING A MOUTHFUL 

Open Up Your Mouth 

To get a mouthful, open your mouth. Not only that, but “open thy mouth wide”! 

The main reason prayers are not answered is, they are not uttered. If we would evaluate our praying, every one of us 

would be ashamed when we measured the amount of time spent in prayer. 

If we would spend as much time talking to God about our problems as we do griping to ourselves and everyone else, 

we probably wouldn’t have any problems! Just open up your mouth and start praying. 

You say, “Man, I’ve got my job, the kids, the garden, this, that and the other. I just don’t have time!” 

You could tell me something about Monica Lewinsky. You know the name of the man with whom she got into trouble. 

Well, how did you find that out? Either from a newspaper or by watching the news on TV or by listening to the radio. 

Now if you have time to read and watch and listen to that filth—and that’s all it is!—then surely you have time to pray to 

our God! 

If we are more interested in what is going on in the penthouse in Washington than we are in what’s going on in God’s 

house, then we are not right with God! 

The reason many Christians are defeated and empty is that they don’t pray. 

Open your mouth wide! 

Clean Out Your Mouth 

Get the stuff out of your mouth that is blocking what God wants to put in it. 

I don’t have any Scripture on this, but I think you should spit out that gum! In our Bible Time rallies, we have four or five 

hundred junior church kids cracking and popping their gum and chewing it like a cow chews its cud. 

When you open your mouth, does God look inside and say, “Look at all that gum and stuff in there. What does that do 

for you?” 

Spit Out Iniquity 

“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.”—Ps. 66:18. 

For God to answer my prayer, for Him to meet my need, then I must get iniquity out of my heart. He will not hear and 

fill a mouth that is filled with junk. 

Regard means “to respect, to cherish, to enjoy, to love.” If there is sin (iniquity) in my heart and I respect that sin, cherish that sin, enjoy that sin, love that sin and hold onto it in my heart, God cannot hear nor will He answer my prayer. 

A preacher can sit on a platform, hold up a big Bible and preach, and no one will know if he has iniquity in his heart because it is on the inside and can’t be seen. 

A Sunday school teacher can do that; a choir member can do that; an usher, a deacon, a bus worker can do that—anybody can “regard” iniquity in his heart, and no one sees it—except God. 

We think we can do something as long as nobody can see it. We think it is okay as long as nobody knows about it. Let 

me tell you this: it is not okay! It cuts off God’s answer to prayer. We cannot have our prayers answered if we regard iniquity in our hearts! 

You can give out a thousand tracts; you can go to church every day of the week; you can read your Bible through five 

times a month; but if you regard iniquity in your heart, God won’t hear your prayer! 

How much more blunt can God be about it? We’ve got to get our hearts right, get our hearts pure so God can hear us 

when we pray. 

You say, “I’m getting along fine. Everything is okay. God is not judging me. I’m not starving or living out in the street. I’m 

getting by.” 

Remember this: God doesn’t always collect His bills on the first of the month, but He does come around sooner or later. 

No matter how you may have convinced yourself that everything is all right and that you’re getting away with something, 

the fact is, “someday” will come—probably not too long from now—when you will need God to answer your prayer. At 

that time, He may say, “I can’t hear you!” 

Get that junk out of your mouth and out of your heart! 

God can and will do wonderful things in answer to prayer, but He will not do it if we tolerate iniquity. And the Bible gives 
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us a list of sins that we need to remove from our lives. Live right, do right, and God can fill your mouth. 

Spit Out Unrighteousness 

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”—Jas. 5:16. 

“The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that 

do evil.”—I Pet. 3:12. 

Spit Out Disobedience 

“Whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.”— 

I John 3:22. 

The word whatsoever is a big, important word; it is a mouthful. Obey God, and He will answer our prayers. 

Spit Out Unbelief 

“If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.”—Mark 9:23. 

The words all things are a mouthful. We honor God by the magnitude of our prayers. We honor God by coming to Him 

with magnanimous prayers. The bigger the request, the more we honor Him. He is a great God! 

Can you imagine being a millionaire and somebody asking you for only a penny? God is honored when we come to Him 

with big prayers. It is part of His nature, part of His passion to answer our prayers. 

You say, “Preacher, I just don’t think(” Quit thinking and start believing what the Bible says! 

Spit Out Selfishness 

“Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.”—Jas. 4:3. 

God will not fill our mouths with foolish things that do not bring glory to Him. 

I’ve heard people pray for the most selfish things. I’ve heard women pray for other women’s husbands. I’ve heard people pray for money to buy liquor. God is not going to answer that nonsense! 

He said that if we open our mouths wide, He will fill them, but He is not going to put something in those mouths that 

will not bring glory to Him. Whether we eat or drink or whatever, it should all be for His glory. 

My request to God can be seemingly impossible. It can be gigantic and huge, and He will answer it, unless it is for self— 

that I may consume it upon my own lusts. But if asked for His glory, He is ready to answer immediately. 

If we want God to do a great work in this church, we can’t strut around and talk about how good our church is. If we 

want God to do a great work in this church so people who drive by will see Jesus and come in, get saved and bring glory 

to Him, then He will grant our request. 

This church is not here to exalt any person or any group of people; it is here for Jesus’ sake. If any of us try to steal His 

glory, He can set us aside pretty quickly! So remove selfishness. 

Spit Out Instability 

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”—Matt. 7:7. 

That word ask means to keep on asking and asking and asking, to keep on knocking and knocking and knocking, and to 

keep on seeking and seeking and seeking. 

God is not a microwave God. He is not some kind of vending machine into which if we put a quarter and push a button, 

we’ll get what we want instantly. He will answer, but He will do it on His timing. So keep on asking and knocking and seeking. 

If we open wide our mouths and keep on asking and knocking and seeking, God will do one of two things: either fill our 

request or change it to fit His will. 

There are things that I’ve begged and begged God for but didn’t get. Now I can look back and thank Him for not giving 

them to me. He didn’t grant my request, but He changed my desire. 

IV. “OPEN THY MOUTH WIDE”! 

It is impossible to ask for something so big that God cannot do it. It is impossible to expect too much from God. 

What is it you need? What is there in the bottom of your heart right now that you wish He would do for you more than 

anything else in the world? What is there in your heart that you desperately wish God would change? 

I say to you: Open your mouth wide; spit out all of the junk; take God at His Word; and believe His promises. 

The same Bible that assures me of my salvation assures me of answered prayer. If I take God at His word about my salvation, then I must take Him at His word about answering my prayers. If I meet His conditions, He will keep His promises. 

God wants to do wonderful, tremendous things in the hearts and lives of His people. He will do the impossible if we trust 

Him to do it. 

“Open thy mouth wide”! 
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