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“And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

“He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 

“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and 

that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 

“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 

“And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.”—I John 5:11–15. 

There are hundreds of churches in our nation, all of them claiming to be Christian. Most of them have a think‑so religion 

or a hope‑so religion or a feel‑so religion. How do you know if you’re in the right church? 

I don’t want a think‑so religion or a hope‑so Christianity. I want the church to tell me, “Thus saith the LORD.” Then I know 

what I’m hearing is right because it’s from the Word of God. 

When I go to God’s house, I expect a preacher to say, “This is the way it is!” When I open the Word of God, I don’t want 

to say, “Well, I wonder if(.” I want to know that my sins are forgiven. I want to know how to get right with God. I want a 

know‑so Christianity, and I want to be a know‑so Christian. 

This church must never become an I‑think‑so church with I‑hope‑so Christians. We must keep giving a message from 

God’s Word that is distinct and authoritative. 

I read in Ripley’s Believe It or Not! about a man who had sent to the Vatican in Rome, Italy, a letter addressed to the Lord. 

Several weeks later the letter came back stamped, “Addressee Unknown.” 

Many folks in our land are like that man—they don’t know where the Lord is. They don’t know that their sins are forgiven. They don’t know that they are going to Heaven. 

I. Who Is a Know‑So Christian? 

God’s Word tells us that we can be know‑so Christians: 

“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and 

that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.”—I John 5:13. 

A know‑so Christian is one who knows he is saved right now. He doesn’t have a hope‑so, someday‑type salvation. He 

knows for sure that his sins are forgiven and that he is saved right now. 

I can stand up here and say with utmost confidence and without any hesitation whatsoever that if I were to die right now 

I would go to Heaven. There is no doubt about it! 

You say, “That’s an awfully proud, egotistical statement. You think you are better than others if you think that way.” No. 

The confidence I have is not a confidence in myself, but it is in the integrity of God’s Word. 

A know‑so Christian is one who knows he is saved, and that knowledge and his confidence are not based upon good 

works. Nothing in us makes us worthy or gives us the assurance that we’re on our way to Heaven. 

“Well, I know for sure I’m going to Heaven because I used to do drugs and I quit,” you declare. That is not where you 

find assurance. 

“Well, I know for sure I’m going to Heaven because I used to be rowdy and wild and carry on and I got things straight 

in my life; I don’t do that anymore.” That is not where you find assurance. 

Perhaps you have the idea that going to church will earn you some points and somehow make you more acceptable to 

God. But not so! 

Coming to a church service, going through the baptismal waters, taking the Lord’s Supper, getting your name on the 

church roll, even preaching a sermon or teaching Sunday school—none of these is where you find assurance of salvation. 

II. Where Do We Find Assurance? 

The assurance of our salvation is in the Word of God, not in something we do or do not do. 

A know‑so Christian is one who knows that he is saved right now and that it’s not because of any religious ritual he goes 

through. Salvation is not a ritual; it is a living relationship with a living Saviour. 

The confidence that I am saved right now is in the integrity of God’s Word. Either God says what He means and means 

what He says, or He is a liar! I believe He says what He means and means what He says! 

“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, 

like the wind, have taken us away.”—Isa. 64:6. 

Did you hear what God said? He did not say, “Our sins are as filthy rags.” He said, “Our righteousnesses are as filthy rags”! 

When God spoke to the Jews at that time, they knew exactly what He was talking about when He used the term “filthy 

rags.” 

In those days leprosy was a very common, widespread disease. It attacks the flesh, and the flesh on a leper literally dies 
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before the leper dies. 

I’ve seen pictures of lepers where the disease had developed around the lips as blisters and then spread over the body. 

The leper’s skin decays so badly, you can see his jawbones and teeth where his cheeks used to be. His fingers will decay 

and rot until there are only bare bones with puss‑filled flesh hanging onto them. 

Family members and friends would take their old rags and put them on sticks around the outside of the leper camps. 

The lepers would come to the edge of the camp and take these rags to wipe the runny puss from their open, rotting flesh. 

So the term “filthy rags” was a description of those rotten, putrid, nasty rags that the lepers used. 

What God is saying is, when you and I trust in our righteousness, it is just some putrid, rotting, nasty, “filthy rags” as far 

as He is concerned. 

I suggest that if you are trusting in anything you are doing for your salvation, as far as God is concerned, it is nasty and 

putrid and as “filthy rags,” and He rejects it totally. 

III. Where Does Our Confidence Lie? 

“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and 

that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.”—I John 5:13. 

This doesn’t say you can “hope that ye have eternal life,” or you can “think that ye have eternal life,” but “ye may know 

that ye have eternal life”! 

1. The Bible assures us we have everlasting life. A know‑so Christian knows he is saved right now because the Bible 

says he is saved right now! 

Not only does the Bible give us assurance that we are saved right now, but the Holy Spirit also gives us assurance that 

we are saved right now. 

“The Spirit [upper case—the Holy Spirit] itself beareth witness with our spirit [lower case—our spirit], that we are the children of 

God.”—Rom. 8:16. 

2. The Holy Spirit bears witness that we are children of God and have everlasting life. The Holy Spirit bears witness 

with our spirit, reaffirms and confirms in our own spirit, not that we may be the children of God, not that someday we 

might be the children of God, not that if we hang on and hold out long enough we will be the children of God, but that 

we ARE the children of God right now! 

The Bible assures us that we are saved right now. The Spirit of God also bears witness with our spirits that we are children of God. 

Someone says, “Well, I feel in my heart that the Holy Spirit is telling me I’m saved.” That’s good but not good enough. 

You need Bible assurance, not just a “feeling.” The Holy Spirit uses the Bible to bear witness. 

The Bible assures us of our salvation, and the Holy Spirit assures us of our salvation. 

3. Jesus assures us that we have everlasting life. Jesus said: 

“He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name 

of the only begotten Son of God.”—John 3:18. 

According to that verse, if a person does not believe, he is already condemned! If you’ve never trusted Jesus Christ as 

your Saviour, you will not someday be condemned; you are condemned now. All you have to do is wait to die, and the sentence will be carried out. If you are not saved, I strongly suggest that you get saved right now, because you are right now 

condemned. 

But look at the first part of that verse: “He that believeth on him [the Lord Jesus as Saviour] is not condemned.” 

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 

on him.”—John 3:36. 

He that believes on the Son has eternal life right now. You say, “I’ve been saved for fourteen years, and I’ve never doubted my salvation. Why are you telling me this all over again?” Because every time you think about this, it should stir your 

heart and make you rejoice and long to tell the story. 

I love to tell the story, 

For those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting 

To hear it like the rest. 

And when, in scenes of Glory, 

I sing the new, new song, 

’Twill be the old, old story 

That I have loved so long. 

I never tire of hearing this story and thinking about the fact that Jesus says I am saved right now. If God the Father says 

it, and God the Son says it, and God the Holy Spirit says it, there is no room for doubting. I have the full Godhead behind 

the fact that I have assurance of my salvation right now. You too can be sure and know for a fact right now that you are 

saved and on your way to Heaven. 

If I went up to a married man and asked, “Are you married right now?” and he said, “I think so,” I’d tell him he better find 

out for sure whether he is married. Either he is or is not married. A person is not kind of married or hoping he is married 
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or trying to be married. 

Either you are saved or you are lost! You cannot try to be saved. You cannot hope you are saved! You cannot kind of be 

saved. Pardon my grammar, but either you is or you ain’t, depending upon whether or not you have trusted Jesus Christ. 

A know‑so Christian knows that he has salvation right now. 

I feel so sorry for the hundreds of thousands of people who sit in churches every Sunday where some religionist preach

es that “you can never know when you are saved,” when God says, “You can know!” 

Why would preachers lie to their people? Why would people get up in the pulpit and say things contrary to what God 

says? In this old, confused, sinful world where there are all kinds of messages and voices, I want to know there is some 

place I can go where I can know what God says! 

A know‑so Christian is one who knows he is saved right now. And, praise God, a know‑so Christian has a salvation that 

can never be lost! 

Recently I heard about a preacher who told his people, “You cannot know you are saved. You can lose your salvation if 

you don’t live it. I want you to go into the community and let everybody know that if you don’t live it, you’re going to lose 

it!” 

Folks, that preacher is a liar! I am not ashamed of the fact that I preach that once a person is saved, he cannot lose his 

salvation. 

IV. “Thus Saith the LORD(” 

Let’s look at eight verses that prove that salvation cannot be lost. 

1. Thus saith the Lord: 

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which 

is in heaven. 

“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 

name done many wonderful works? 

“And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”—Matt. 7:21–23. 

These people who profess to know the Lord will say, “Jesus, I made You Lord of my life. I did many wonderful works for 

You. I changed my life for You. Listen to me, Jesus, I’m a saved person!” But one day Jesus will say, “I never knew you: depart 

from me”! 

Did these people lose their salvation? No, because they never had it! People go to Hell because they never had salvation 

in the first place. 

Some of those who teach that you can lose your salvation turn to Hebrews 6 to back up their teaching: 

“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 

Ghost, 

“And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 

“If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him 

to an open shame.”—Vss. 4–6. 

Those verses are not talking about a person who gets saved and then loses his salvation. 

A man wrote a five‑page letter to me and, trying to prove that one can lose his salvation, made reference to this passage. 

I wrote back and quoted these verses to him and said, “If he can lose his salvation, then he can never get saved again!” 

The very people who teach you can lose your salvation also teach that you can keep coming back and getting saved again 

and again. But the very verse they use to support their view tells them that if they lose their salvation, they cannot ever get 

saved again! 

Why don’t we just take God at His word? 

2. Thus saith the Lord: 

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

“Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”—John 1:12, 13. 

They were born of God. 

3. Thus saith the Lord: 

“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water [that’s not baptism, but the physical birth] and of the Spirit [that’s the 

spiritual birth], he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.”—John 3:5–7. 

When I trusted Jesus Christ as my Saviour, I was born into God’s family, and I became His child. 

In order to lose my salvation, I would have to become unborn. How does a person become unborn? I would have to 

cease being a child of God. How does a person cease being someone’s child? You can disown a child, you can throw a child 

out of your house, but the fact remains that the child is still your child. No matter what the Devil or the world or I do, I am 

still a child of God! 
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If God sent a Christian to Hell because he sinned, it would be the equivalent of a father’s killing his child because the 

child disobeyed him. When your child disobeys you, no matter how grievous it may be, do you kill that child for disobeying you? No! And my God is not that kind of Father! My God does not send His children to Hell! He will allow the Devil’s 

children to go to Hell if they will not accept Jesus, but He loves His children—even the disobedient ones. 

4. Thus saith the Lord: 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”—John 3:16. 

God did not say “that whosoever believeth in him hath temporary life.” 

God did not say “that whosoever believeth in him hath probationary life. If you live good enough and long enough, then 

you got it.” Those that believe on His Son “have everlasting life.” 

If something is everlasting, how long does it last? Forever! God says that if I believe on His Son, He will give me life that 

is everlasting, life that will last forever! 

If I got it and then lost it, it didn’t last forever, and that would mean that God lied. And I am not going to call God a liar— 

I take Him at His word. 

5. Thus saith the Lord: 

“Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect, and the acknowledging of the truth 

which is after godliness; 

“In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.”—Titus 1:1, 2. 

If a preacher says you can lose your salvation, who is lying—God or man? If a Bible scholar says you can lose your salvation, who is lying—God or man? “Let God be true, but every man a liar”! 

Eternal life is eternal life, and there is no way to get around that! 

6. Thus saith the Lord: 

“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

“For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 

“And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 

again at the last day.”—John 6:37–39. 

If this was an invitation to salvation, God would say, “I will in no wise cast away.” But He said, “I will in no wise cast out.” 

He cannot kick you out if you are not in. Once you come to Christ, you cannot be cast out. 

It is God’s will that Jesus not lose anyone that He gives to Him in salvation. So according to this verse, if any saved person were later to be lost, who would be the one doing the losing—Jesus or that person? It would be Jesus! 

Jesus is saying that He is the one responsible for making sure that nobody gets lost. He is responsible that no one loses 

his salvation. If someone lost his salvation, would Jesus be doing the will of the Father? No! That would disqualify Him from 

being the Saviour. Then we’d all be lost, because Jesus would have disobeyed His Father. 

Praise God, it is in Jesus’ hands, not ours! 

7. Thus saith the Lord: 

“I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

“My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.”—John 10:28, 29.

“Perish” means “to go to Hell.” To “pluck them out of my hand” would be to take them away from Jesus and the salvation He gives. You can’t get any plainer than this! 

8. Thus saith the Lord: 

“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”—Eph. 4:30. 

The Holy Spirit seals us unto the day of redemption. When is the day of redemption? When we get our new glorified 

bodies. 

The Bible says that when a person gets saved, the Holy Spirit seals him and keeps him. 

When you gather beans from your garden to can them, you seal them inside the jar. When it pops, it means the beans 

inside the jar are sealed, protected and safe from decay. And when you got saved, the Holy Spirit sealed you until a very 

specific time. The Bible doesn’t say that you’re sealed only until you sin; it says, “(unto the day of redemption.” Every saved 

person is sealed by the Spirit of God unto a very specific time—until the day of redemption. 

Why does He seal us until the day of redemption? Because when we get our new bodies, there will be no danger of our 

sinning. Our sin nature will be gone, and our glorified bodies will protect us from the rot and decay of sin. But as long as 

we’re here in these bodies, we are sealed for our protection. 

V. The Five‑Link Chain to Heaven 

Romans, chapter 8, gives us a five‑link chain that gets us to Heaven: 

“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among 

many brethren.”—Vs. 29. 
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The first link in the chain: “For whom he did foreknow.” God knew millions of years ago who would believe on Him. 

The second link in the chain: “he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son.” God has predestinated those who are saved to be conformed to the image of His Son—not predestinated to be saved, but to be conformed 

to the image of His Son. 

“Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them 

he also glorified.”—Vs. 30. 

The third link in the chain: “Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called.” As God works through the 

years to fulfill His purposes, He calls us to Himself. 

The fourth link in the chain: “them he also justified.” Every person who responds to that call believes on Him, and He 

declares him righteous. 

The fifth link in the chain: “and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” The ultimate part of God’s plan is that I’ll 

have a glorified body. 

In all five links, who is the One doing all of it? God! God foreknew. God predestinated. God called. God justified. God 

glorified. That five‑link chain is dependent on God’s doing what He said He would do. It’s that chain that gets me to 

Heaven, and not one of those links depends on my holding onto something. It simply depends upon God’s doing what He 

said He would do. 

First Peter 1:3–5 tells us that we are kept by the power of God: 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

“To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 

“Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” 

As I prepared this message, my heart was stirred, because the most exciting thing in the world is that right now I am 

God’s child. My sins are forgiven, and if I were to die, I would be in Heaven, knowing for sure that my sins are forgiven. 

Praise God! 

Some of you within the past few months have trusted Jesus Christ as your Saviour. You were born again, and God is working in your lives. I say to you: don’t let anybody twist God’s Word around and get you to be afraid that you will lose that 

precious salvation. You cannot ever lose it, because God is the One keeping it! 

You say, “Oh, that’s going to make people go out and live in sin. They’re going to drink and run around and commit adultery and lie and steal because, since they are going to Heaven anyway, it doesn’t matter how they live.” 

Let me remind you of one thing: When a person gets saved, he becomes a child of God. 

If you are a child of God, He will care a whole lot about whether or not you do that kind of stuff. Does a father let his 

children run around and do whatever they want? The children will try it, but the father chastens and disciplines them. And 

God is a good Father; He too will chasten and discipline. 

You cannot lose your salvation, but God will not allow you to run around and do whatever you want. He’s not going to 

send you to Hell, but He will discipline you, because He wants you to live a good life. 

Allow your Heavenly Father to do a mighty work. If you are a Christian under the chastening hand of God, get right with 

Him and rejoice, or He will do whatever is necessary to break your will. 

If you are here and you’ve never been saved, you’re not going to be condemned someday; you are already condemned 

today. I plead with you to come to Christ now and get out from under that condemnation now. Humble yourself before 

God, knowing that He loves you and will forgive you. Don’t wait; do it today. 

S 
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