ON LOAN TO GOD
I SAMUEL 1:28

27 For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of him: 28 Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. And he worshipped the Lord there. I Sam. 1:27-28

This is a familiar story from the Old Testament about a woman who was not able to have children.  She loved the Lord with all her heart.  Hannah was a godly woman who her husband loved very much yet his other wife was the wife who could conceive and bare children.  Elkanah was a good husband and did all he could to make Hannah happy.  The other wife (Peninnah) was not very considerate toward Hannah but was apt to rub in the fact that Hannah was barren.  This would lead one to think that the reason Hannah wanted a son was to show Peninnah that she could have a son, or to make Elkanah happy to be her husband.  Her real reason was to turn him over to God for his service.

It is interesting to see the words that are used\ in this transaction.  Hannah said that it was her intent to lend him to the Lord.  There are a few things I want to mention about this because it is unusual.  I believe my family is on loan to me from God.  They are his and I have them for just a little while.  My wife and I are not promised so many years together.  God has not told me that I would have a set amount of time to enjoy my children and grandchildren.  My voice, my vision, my abilities, my health, my church, my friends, etc. they all are just borrowed.  All these things are very precious to me.  With this thought in mind let us take a look at the actions of Hannah.

First her loan was her first born son.  He was a gift from God and she was well aware of that.  He wasn’t given up at birth.  She kept him at home until he was weaned.  Every smell of that young man was forever registered in her senses.  She knew every physical feature of that precious child.  It was not an easy thing to loan him to the Lord.

Second, it speaks of her love for the Lord.  Loaning Samuel to the Lord was not to show Elkanah how much she loved him but to show her love for the Lord.  In doing this it would not help her standing with Peninnah.  This was not an “in your face” action.  Purely this was an “all to Jesus I surrender” action.


Third, this was a lifetime loan.  There were no plans for Samuel to come back home.  “As long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord.”


Fourth, the loan was made but a praying mother. 12 And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli marked her mouth. 13 Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: I Samuel 1:12-13.  As she prayed she prayed to the only one who could care for blessed son better than his own mother.


Although considered a loan on Hannah’s part, it may have been more of an investment in the Lord.  Consider the return.  Hannah and Israel gain a priest, prophet and righteous judge.  He would find their first king.  He would also ordain David to be king over Israel.  Israel began to hear clearly the Word of God again.  God gave Israel clear direction again all because of a humble mother who was willing to make a loan to The Lord.
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