BETWEEN THE HOUSE OF GOD AND RUIN
8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord. Gen 12:7-8 (KJV)

As Abram obeyed God and followed his instructions he came to Canaan.  Once in the land that God had showed him, he began at the northern border of Canaan and made his way all the way to the southern line and would eventually go into Egypt for a short stay.  While in the Promised Land he found a place worthy of his residence.  This place was located between Bethel and Hai and it was in this particular location that Abram pitched his tent.

Where he pitched his tent was where he planned to live, even when he went to Egypt he planned to come back to this place between Bethel and Hai.  This location was significant because of the meaning of the place.  Bethel means “House of God” and Hai means “Ruin.”  So the location was between the House of God and ruin.  Where did Abram stand with God if his tent was between the House of God and ruin?  It seems that he needed to make a decision.  Well he made his decision very clear by building an altar unto the LORD.  
At some time in our life we all find ourselves in the Valley of Decision.  God knocks on our hearts door and we must choose how we will spend the rest of our days.  Do we want to spend our days with God and his family having the LORD as our guide and protector or do we want to live out our lives on the downward track to destruction?  Some have decided to take the awful path to ruin.  You can see it in their lives as they make terrible decisions every day and multiple times a day.  Choices to use recreational drugs to get some sort of temporary high are choices that lead to destruction.  Some have chosen to seek material gain as the ultimate goal of their lives not taking into consideration that ruin is the end of their search.  There is also some who live a morally good life.  They do not smoke, drink or cuss but their life is lived primarily for themselves.

There are those who, in the Valley of Decision, chose Jesus as their savior and want to live their lives for him.  Choosing to accept Jesus Christ is a one-time decision.  A good relationship with God is based on every day choices to serve Jesus.  The devil is The Tempter and is always putting things in front of us that we must choice to avoid.  Some of our choices determine the people we hang around with, the places we go, and the things we do.


God help us to look more to the House of God and live our lives for him.  We pray for those who right now are on the road to Ruin.  May they repent and turn from their ways and find Jesus precious to their souls.
 
Yours in Christ,



Brother Randy Burtram
