DON’T QUIT

62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. Luke 9:62 (KJV)  See also I Kings 19:19-21


There is something about starting a job and finishing it.  I have had to fight a tendency all my life of having a bright idea and starting something but soon losing interest and not finishing the project.  I will say that there were a couple of things that I did not treat that way.  One is my calling to the ministry.  I knew when God called it was for life.  The other was my marriage.  When I made my vows it was for the rest of my days.

So many things have changed in my lifetime.  It seems that there is the attitude now of not having any responsibility to commit to anyone or anything.  Some folks go from job to job because they are not willing to work through some hardships or deal with conflicts.  I appreciate someone who has a stick-to-iteveness in their attitude.  I may have to wrestle with spell check to get that word through but I am going to stick with it.


Elisha, in I Kings 19:19-21, was a good example of experiencing God’s call and following with the attitude of no turning back.  When Elijah cast his mantle on Elisha, Elisha was plowing oxen.  As soon as he realized God was calling he went home, said his good-byes and then did an amazing thing.  He killed, cooked and ate his oxen.  Oxen were valuable.  They were necessary if you were farming but Elisha did not plan on farming anymore.  He was in the ministry. He would be on the battle field for The Lord the rest of his days.  There was no more need in Elisha’s life for the oxen.  Elisha had no plan B.  Following God’s call was his only desire and intent.  He left no room for quitting.

Sometimes we feel we have waited too long to start.  I have a good friend who was in his mid-sixties when he answered God’s call.  He now pastors a church and is rejoicing at how God is working in that church.  Please listen to some wise words from Vance Havner a preacher from Greensboro, North Carolina, “Why not make him Lord of What's Left! What is left of my time, what is left of me, my strength, my abilities, all I am and have. As with the feeding of the multitude with loaves and fishes, what might not still be wrought with the pieces left over! Blessed are they who begin early in the vineyard—but better late than never. Bring the broken threads, the scraps and lay it all at His feet. He who restores the years "the locust hath eaten" may do a wonder with leftovers. At any rate, if you failed to crown Him early make Him Lord of What's Left!”   Vance Havner at eighty years old, these were words from a devotion he had entitled “Lord of What’s Left.”  As you can see, the only thing worse than quitting would be to never start.  
Yours in Christ,

Brother Randy Burtram

