GOD’S GRACIOUS PROVISION
THE BARREL OF MEAL WASTED NOT, NEITHER DID THE CRUSE OF OIL FAIL

I KINGS 17:16


Many of us have faced a time where we did not know how a bill would be paid or the next tank of gas would be purchased or maybe even where the next meal would come from.  In spite of those questionable times in our past we are here today by the grace of our loving Father.


Elijah experienced God’s grace of provision in different ways.  God directed him to the brook called Cherith to provide water for him in a drought.  He was fed at the same time by ravens.  When the brook dried up, Elijah was directed, by God, to go to Zarephath and let a widow woman feed him.  The only problem was that she had only enough meal and oil for her and her son to eat one meal and she assumed they would then die of starvation.


At God’s word the widow fixed that cake and provided it for the prophet Elijah rather than for herself and her son.  God in turn provided for the widow and her son for many days (The margin suggests a full year).  The Bible says that the barrel was not wasted (or used up) and the cruse of oil never failed (or ran dry).

The widow’s barrel ran low but God made sure it did not run out.  Sometimes it may be our spiritual barrel that seems to be low.  When our prayer life becomes weak our barrel will inevitably become low of patience, self-control, joy, peace, goodness and faith.  We then find ourselves down and depressed.  Running low of optimism and hope we like Elijah, want to just run away and die.  Crank up the prayer life!  Talk to God!  We are not in this battle alone.  God had seven thousand who had not bowed their knees to Baal.


God help us to realize that there is a big difference between living out of the bottom of the barrel and having absolutely nothing.  There is a marked difference in having no faith and having the faith of a mustard seed!  The little bit of peace that David had while running from Saul was vastly different from the total lack of peace that Saul himself experienced!

Dear Lord, thank you for your wonderful grace.  I am not concerned with the size of the barrel I just pray there will always be something of your grace in it.  Amen.

Yours in Christ,

Brother Randy Burtram
