I AM NOT ABLE
14 I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me. Num 11:14 (KJV)

Do you ever feel as if you have gone just as far as you can go?  You have reached your limit.  You cannot handle one more problem.  I think we all have had those days, weeks, or months when we have not been able to see the blessings for all the burdens.  How do you find relief?  Where does the help come from?  I think we should take a lesson from Moses.

Was Moses burden as great as ours?  The people that he was leading began complaining.  He heard the people weeping throughout their families.  They complained that they did not feel well eating manna only.  You may feel that is not a big problem but Moses realized he could not find enough meat to feed them all.  Are all the office workers down on you?  Does your whole family seem to be in an uproar?  Consider Moses problem.  I do not know how many Israelites there were but I do know there were six hundred three thousand and fifty-five men of war.  That is not counting the men under twenty years of age.  It doesn’t include the women and children.  If every man of war has a wife, that doubles Moses burden to over a million two hundred thousand.  If each man of war has a wife and two children, the number climbs to over two million four hundred thousand.  That is a lot of noise when they all begin crying and murmuring.  Hey! It doesn’t take millions to create overload in our lives.  It may only take one small child crying over a stomach ache that cannot be calmed. 

Was Moses less able to bear the burdens than we?  I think I would be safe in saying that Moses was the most godly man in all the Israelite camp.  No one was more spiritual than Moses.  God had poured his spirit upon Moses.  None was a meeker man than Moses (Numbers 12:3).  He had everything that you and I would normally think it takes to carry the burden but yet we hear his cry “I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me.”  How bad was it?  Moses had reached a point that he would rather die as keep living under such pressure.  God has his ways of allowing us to discover that we are not super-humans doesn’t he?


Can we learn anything from Moses?  Call on The Lord.  If we do not call on The Lord, we are still trying to do it all ourselves.  Moses realized a great truth in his life, I AM NOT ABLE.  He admitted his weakness.  Crying out to God does not mean you are a bad mother it means you want to be a godly mother.  Praying and seeking The Lord’s help does not mean that you are weak boss it means that you want to be the best boss you can be.  Seeking God’s help in a personal crisis means that you know God is there for you and you do not want to go through this trial alone.   

Here is the rest of the story.  God had Moses choose seventy men from among the elders of Israel.  God put his spirit upon them and they helped bear the burden of the people with Moses.  The burden was not immediately removed but Moses was given other men to share the burden.  Sometimes it just helps to know that we are not alone; someone else understands my pain; someone else knows exactly what I mean when I say “I AM NOT ABLE.”
Yours in Christ,
Brother Randy Burtram

