THE G FACTOR
Good morning again from afar.  I had thought to be home by now and be with you this morning.  My body did not cooperate with my mind.  Pray for next Sunday.  
Wednesday afternoon I was reading the book of Ruth.  Naomi went through some major disappointment.  She was in a strange land; her husband died; then her two sons died.  In this foreign land she finds herself alone with two Moabite daughters in law and a ton of grief on her shoulders.  Discouragement seems to be paramount in her life.  She did not even like her name!  Mara (sadness or empty) was more fitting in her eyes than Naomi (delight).  Thank God we do not have to live like that!  We have a G factor in our lives.  She got news even in Moab that God was visiting Bethlehem “for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the Lord had visited his people in giving them bread.”   Ruth 1:6b.  God is still present to bless in our lives even when disappointment comes our way.  She had a place to go.  There is another G factor Naomi found and is present for us too.  It is that God is good.  Both Naomi and Ruth found abundant goodness as God worked through Boaz to supply all they needed and more.  Every day Ruth knew where she was going and Naomi said “it is good” that she had only one field to glean and get all God’s goodness.  God is also gracious.  “Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger?”  Ruth 2:10b.  Ruth knew she was a stranger but she had gone to the field looking for someone that would show grace toward her.  She hoped to reap in a field where she had not planted.  What would be in her basket at the end of the day would be rewards she had not earned.  Just think, God’s compassions fail not in fact they are new every morning!  Then do not forget that God is not only God and good and gracious but he is great.  Yes God is great.  There is a WOW factor with God in our lives.  Boaz, who is a type of Christ in the Book of Ruth, provided the field as well as the grain.  He is great, he is Jehovah (provider) God.  He went to the gate or the court house in behalf of Naomi for Ruth.  O he is great, he is our advocate.  He was known in the gate, there is no other name given under Heaven whereby men must be saved.  He provided redemption; he had what it took not only to bid for Ruth but to make the purchase.  Consider this in the WOW factor.  God replaced Naomi’s sorrow with joy.  “16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David.”  Ruth 4:16-17.  Mara, from the beginning of the book no longer exists.  She is Naomi (delighted) all because of the G factor.
Tuesday was Kathie and my day of sackcloth and ashes.  Thank God for the next day and the Book of Ruth.  We have the G factor!  What a mighty God we serve!  This very week we have experienced his presence, his goodness, his grace and his greatness!  He has made all the difference!  Please remember there is a major factor at work in your life.
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