CRUSH THE CORN

Greetings to Pleasant View Baptist Church:
I have been spending some time in an old devotional book that my Grandmother Sanders used for years.  She handed it down to my sister Shelly and in turn Shelly asked me to bring it with me to Little Rock.  Nuggets of encouragement have been mined in the last few weeks.

A nugget was gemmed on June 19 th as I read the Scripture Passage “Bread corn is bruised.” Isa.28:28.  On June 21 I received my stem cell transplant.  The side effect was a very strong smell of fresh cut corn.  No one can stand to be near me!  You all know how sensitive Kathie is.  O well we will make it I’m sure.  We may have to call off the hogs.
I do not think that is what the passage spoke of.  In fact the passage spoke of the necessity of the corn or the kernel being broken before it could become bread.  What a sad thing it would be if our crisis had no meaning.  Bread comes from the brokenness.  How about the beautiful words of Jesus “this is my body which is broken for you.”  “I am the bread come down from heaven.”

It is my prayer that in the days to come the grain of my life will become more helpful and encouragable to those around me.  J.R. Miller said “the sweetest things in this world today have come to us through tears and pain.”   Abraham’s diploma styles him as the father of the faithful.  That was because he stood at the head of his class in affliction and obedience.
Another man said once that we must burn out before we can give out.  When we cease to bleed, we cease to bless.

O God, crush the corn of my life that I may extend your goodness and your grace!






Yours in Christ,






Bro. Randy Burtram
