SITTING IDLE OR FOLLOWING JESUS  
MARK 8:34-38

 

34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it. 36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 
It first starts with the people gathered around Jesus.  The question might be are you sitting idle or following Jesus?  We are told of the Lord that if we are to be a follower of Jesus we must deny ourselves and take up our cross and follow Jesus.   In other words he wants us to overcome our idleness.  When it comes to following Christ, idleness is a danger.  It leads to losing life.  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it.  Whosoever shall lose his life for Jesus sake and his gospels will save his life.  When it comes to our relationship with Christ sitting idle is holding on to the world to see what we can get.  The problem is we could sit back and gain the whole world but lose our soul.  If that be the case what has been gained.  We are thus hell bound.  To be idle is to be ashamed of Christ.  It is sad to be gathered near Christ but not willing to follow.  There may be many reasons not to follow him but the reason he mentions is that of being ashamed.  And he says if we are ashamed of him our Holy, Righteous, Savior in this adulterous and sinful generation, then he would be ashamed of us when comes before his Father and the holy angels.
It is time to sit in idleness no longer.  The Savior stands in our presence with an offer for us to take our cross and follow him.  No greater opportunity could we ever be given than to follow Jesus carrying the message of the cross.  Idleness leads to shame, following leads to glory.  Today is the day to no longer sit in idleness and start following the blessed Savior.
Yours in Christ,
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