THE ELISABETH COMPLEX

41 And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 42 And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 43 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 45 And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord. Luke 1:41-45 (KJV)

I hope you do not think that the Elisabeth complex is a bad thing because in this particular context it is a very good thing.  Elisabeth was a blessed woman, along with her husband, she had been promised a son in her old age when she was not able to conceive on her own.  Her son was a miracle from God.  John was to be used in a very significant role in the coming of Jesus.  It would have been easy to glory in the son that God had promised her yet she was pouring all of her soul into the promised child of Mary.  


What made up the complex of Elisabeth?  Being full of the Holy Ghost, being full of joy, being full of humility, and being full of faith were the components of her complex.  God help us to have this complex also.  In verse 41 it is said that she was filled with the Holy Ghost.  “Elisabeth was every bit influenced by the Spirit of God.  I suppose most every woman that has carried a child full term has felt that baby move at six months but the leaping of Elisabeth’s child was an act of the Spirit within her and she knew it was different from anything she had felt prior.  She had allowed the Holy Spirit full control of her life.  God give me this complex that allows you full control of my life.

Surely she was excited over the wonderful promise that had been given her and her husband but I believe her great joy was in the coming of the Messiah.  Her joy did not come with the news from Mary of all God had said and done to and for her.  No, her joy came with the mere salutation.  (Verse 44) “For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.”  The joy of Christmas is the truth that God has given us His Son Jesus.  It is easy to get caught up in the seasonal commerce but God has given us what money can’t buy, A Savior which is Christ The Lord.

Humility was displayed in Elisabeth beautifully.  Notice that she was the wife of a priest, not only that but the Bible says that she and Zacharias were blameless.  They were both well stricken in years, in other words they were old.  On the other hand Mary was possibly still in her teens.  Now don’t fail to see verse 43, “and whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”  These were the words of Elisabeth unto Mary.  She is bowing herself to Mary and acknowledging that she (Elisabeth) is the mother of the forerunner but Mary is the mother of the Savior.  If we are to have the Elisabeth complex we must be humble.

What great faith was that of Elisabeth as she looks upon the young girl and believed that God was to give the world His Son through this young virgin.  Yes, she is a woman of faith greater than that of Sarah.  Sarah laughed at the news of having a child in her old age but not Elisabeth.  By faith she embraced the promise of God.  At the salutation of Mary she realized a greater promise would be in her lifetime. With all her heart she believed the Word of God. What a complex!!!          

Yours in Christ,                                         Brother Randy Burtram   
