The Cry of Man
1 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring? 

Psalms 22:1 


When we see the cross it is common for us to think “What an injustice?”  The charges against Christ were false.  His trial was a mockery of justice.  I am not sure that the penalty actually fit the alleged crime.  In the end Jesus, who was absolutely innocent died the death of a criminal at Calvary.  The question arises “How can a just God turn his back and allow such a thing to take place?”  Can God do such a thing and still be just?

My friend, there is never a time when God is not just, even at the Cross.  I should say “especially at the Cross.”  You see, at the Cross, Jesus took the place of sinful man.   In other words, He took my place.  He took your place.  If we were to use reverse substitution and instead of Jesus use me and you, the whole story of the Cross would change.  The charges against me and you would be true.  We did not deserve a trial for God the ultimate judge knew every sin in our life and with God as judge there is no need for a jury.  Now it is one that is absolutely guilty that is going to the Cross.

With these thoughts in mind, consider the verse of text.  My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  Judgment time has arrived, charges have been made, trial is over, the sentence has been handed down.  It is time for justice to be served.  Our sins have been a continual slap in the face of God.  It is judgment time.  God is not coming to the rescue.  Sin must be paid for.  Our lives had been lived in sin therefore the life would be called on to pay for the sin.  

We often say that when we enter Heaven it will be because God looks at us through His son Jesus Christ.  Well, when it comes to Calvary, it is not the innocent Jesus hanging on the Cross but our sins that are there.  God is not coming to the rescue, rather let them die.  Away with them!  “Why art thou so far from helping me?”  Let the sin suffer!  Let it die! 

Our sin would never allow us to volunteer to go to the Cross and even if it did our life would only account for one man’s sin and nothing but death would come out of it.  Thanks to Jesus, He saw sin through the eyes of the Father and went to the Cross.  Thanks be to God for His unfailing JUSTICE, who knew had he answered this cry from the Cross salvation would be lost.
