WHAT SHALL SEPARATE ME FROM LOVING JESUS?
Romans 8:35-39 are some of the most beautiful words in the Scripture.  We realize that there is nothing that can possibly separate us from the love of Christ.

There is a question of a different sort that is posed in the title, “what shall separate (or keep) me from loving Jesus?” shall sickness, or sorrow, or failure, or disappointment?  Okay, I’ll come right out and say it.  I was very disappointed to miss coming home this weekend again.  It just seems that lately every time I had hopes of coming home it just hasn’t happened.  I think Kathie and I are going to set aside at least one day a week to weep and mourn and sit in sackcloth and ashes.  I am disappointed in my body that it isn’t cooperating as quickly as I want, in some of my medicines that do not work for me like they work for others.  Most all my care givers have been great but a couple I’ve been disappointed in.  When I really think about it, I’m not always pleased with myself.  I’ve been disappointed in my service for the Lord: in my prayer life; in my study life; in the time I spend for Christ.

Now is a good time for me to say that I am not disappointed in Christ.  With every disappointment we go running to Jesus.  I feel like the centurion who said in so many words ‘just say the word and everything will be ok.’  There is a steady in our unpredictable lives.  It is Jesus.  There is calm in the midst of our storm.  It is Jesus.  There is one who’s love for us cannot be barred by disappointment.  It is Jesus!  Lord, I love you.  Thank you for loving me in spite of my weepy, self- centered, woe is me attitude.  
The former part of this was a devotion I had intended to send to Pleasant View Church after a disappointing visit to the infusion clinic recently.  After reading it I didn’t want to depress my readers but allow me to share a few more words concerning the subject of loving Jesus and dealing with disappointment.

Why then do we not love Jesus as we should?  What keeps us from loving Jesus?  As the text indicates, there is nothing that keeps him from loving us.  There were certainly some things in Peter’s life that made Christ question Peter’s love for him.  Peter’s unique ability to speak and sometime later maybe think about what he had said was surely disappointing to Jesus.  It is important to note that in Luke 22:61 that Jesus “turned and looked upon Peter,” after Peter had denied Jesus three times.  “I know him not,” was Peter’s first denial in LK 22:57.  Is it fear that keeps us from loving Jesus as we should?  Is it the crowd we are among that prevents us from expressing the love of our Lord?  After a while another person accused Peter or rather recognized him as a follower of Christ “and Peter said, Man, I am not.”  Did he fear persecution or even death?  Paul said nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.  It is sad to say there are some things that separate us from loving Jesus.  About an hour later another man made a positive identification of Peter as one of Christ disciples.  Again Peter had a negative response “Man I know not what thou sayest.”  Mark’s gospel records that he began to curse and swear.  They say that Mark wrote his gospel at the dictate of Peter.  Can you imagine the feeling when Christ turned and looked at him?  It seems that there might have been a pride factor that took part in the third denial, maybe wanting to fit in or to be someone other than himself.
Let us consider the feelings of both Peter and our Lord after the third denial.  First consider our Lord.  Jesus life was about to be taken.  He would soon be beaten beyond recognition and his death would be the punishment of a criminal, but the denial of Peter, made him turn from the greater trial and look at Peter.  There is nothing that keeps Christ from looking our way and focusing on us with sorrow and disappointment in his eyes when we refuse to love him as we should.

Surely Christ had already experienced great sorrow when he sat at the table with Judas Iscariot knowing that Judas was to betray him.  Imagine the feelings of our Lord when Judas marked him for the enemy by kissing our Lord in Gethsemane.  “Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?”  Luke 22:48.

Again when all his disciples were scattered and probably fearing for their lives, surely was a disappointment to Jesus.  All these things, the scattering, Judas betrayal and Peter’s denial had been predicted by Christ.  Although predicted, these things were still disappointing to him.  He knows what we will and will not do because he is all knowing.  We must remember we do not know and we have been given the ability to make choices in our lives.  Those bad choices that choke out our love for Christ will bring sorrow and disappointment to Jesus.
What of Peter’s feelings?  I have no doubt when the cock crowed the third time and he remembered the words of Christ and he saw the loving eyes of Jesus that he immediately felt guilt and remorse but I think he also was so discouraged and disappointed with himself.  You know there are many young and even older Christians who do things that are certainly not evidence of someone who loves Jesus.  They not only experience Christ disappointment but they are so disappointed in themselves that they want to turn back and quit following.  Is that what happens with Peter in John 21:3 when Peter told the other disciples “I go a fishing?”  It seems he was ready to go back to his old vocation.  Apparently he may have gone back to his old way of dressing  for when he realized he was in the presence of Christ he wanted a coat to wrap in (for he was naked).  Isn’t it comforting to know that Christ doesn’t give up on us?  After Peter’s third denial and his eyes were opened to what he was doing, he “went out and wept bitterly.” Luke 22:62.  His disappointment is evident.  He may have felt unfit to serve the Lord anymore but Jesus takes him as a special project on the sandy shore of Galilee.  Then Jesus does the best thing that could be done, he questioned Peter’s love for him.  Surely this was the last thing Peter wanted to happen.  Three times Jesus questioned Peter’s love.  Three times Peter had previously denied Jesus.  Three times Jesus questioned Peter’s love.  Three times Peter presently verbally acknowledges his love for Christ.  It is hard to tell if Jesus is satisfied with Peter’s answer but one can surely see that Jesus doesn’t throw Peter out of the ministry.  He still wants Peter to follow him.  He very much loves Peter.  I do not think that Jesus was interested in Peter going back to the old vocation but he did want Peter to be the fisher of men that he had called him for.  He wasn’t big on Peter catching fish from Galilee’s sea to feed the residents thereof but he did desire for Peter to feed the gospel to the lambs and sheep of Christ where ever he would go.  It was O K for Peter to go fishing as long as he followed Christ direction.  Consider that Peter and John got a tug on the net at the gate called Beautiful.  It seems that he along with the one hundred and twenty got to drag the deep in Jerusalem on Pentecost.  Three thousand were brought to the Lord.  While on Simon the tanner’s roof top, Peter received direction from God to cast his net at a gentile’s house.  Cornelius and his household were won to the Jesus.
Consider Peter now, a man who loves Jesus in the heart of the city that crucified Jesus.  His love for Jesus remains strong though it means jail time and the death of James his close friend and fellow minister.  Even his Jewish heritage and keeping of the law is put to the test at Cornelius house because his love for Jesus meant more to him than the thoughts and opinions of his Jewish peers.

Christ indicates that our love for Him as attached to our love for his people.  Feed my lambs, feed my sheep.  One of the most beautiful indicators of Peter’s love for Jesus is on display in the books of 1st and 2nd Peter.  Wow, how he feeds the sheep!  He led them to a field of Submission that bordered on the everlasting stream of Salvation.  Patches of Suffering were made available to experience through God’s Word where Peter fed the sheep in 1st Peter also.  Suffering is not fun but necessary.
2nd Peter is a great example of feeding the sheep.  It was written not long after 1st Peter, probably around 63 AD.  Peter is not a young man but older and very concerned about the welfare of the sheep.  Look at the last verse of the book of 2nd Peter 3:18 “but grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever.  Amen.” Chapter 1:3-9 is a good dose of Christian Character, to keep them from fruitlessness.  As a good shepherd would, he warns them of the wolves in Chapter 2.  He also gives them a good helping of the truth of Jesus return.
O thank God, there is an end to this life.  I enjoy it but there are hardships and disappointments in the midst of this life.  I’m sure my love for Jesus could be called into question.  Tis my prayer that like Peter I will become bolder in my faith, more open with my love for Jesus, not bothered by the suffering that comes my way and as I grow older may my love for Christ grow also.
Nothing can separate me from the love of Christ, but is there something separating (or keeping) me from loving Jesus?

I love these words these words written by William R. Featherstone in 1864 who was only sixteen years old when he wrote “My Jesus I Love thee.”
My Jesus I love thee I know thou art mine

To thee all the follies of sin I resign

My gracious redeemer my Savior art thou
If ever I love thee my Jesus tis now.

I love thee because thou hast first loved me

And purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree

I love thee for wearing the thorns on thy brow

If ever I love thee my Jesus tis now.

I’ll love thee in life.  I will love thee in death

And love thee as long as thou lendest me breath.

And say when the death dew lies cold on my brow

If ever I love thee my Jesus tis now.

In splendors of glory and endless delight
I’ll ever adore thee in heaven so bright 

And sing with the glittering crown on my brow

If ever I love thee my Jesus is now.

