WHY A DIFFERENT WAY?
Exodus 13:17


Have you ever made plans and they were changed?  Did the second set of plans seem not to make as much sense as the first?  That is the position that Moses and the Children of Israel found themselves coming out of Egypt.  What seemed to be the logical way to get to Canaan would have led up through the land of the Philistines and into Canaan.  The way of the Philistines would have been a four or five day journey (according to Matthew Henry Commentary).  Forty years is what it took to go the other way.  Why the other way?

The plain truth that our text renders is that God could see up the road.  He knew that the Philistines would make war when Israel tried to pass through their land and he also knew that Israel would have given up and went back to Egypt.  Israel would later face the Amalekites in battle but by that time they had faced some faith building situations.  Aren’t you glad that you have a God that sees down the road?  He knows what you need to face certain situations.  You have a God that directs your path in such a direction that your faith is steadily increased.  Can you imagine our Bible without the story of the Red Sea crossing?  It would not have been a part of the Bible if Israel had taken the first path through Philistine country.  There would have been no Mount Sinai (or Horeb) where the commandments of God were given.  Crossing the Jordan River would not have been necessary.  

God does change our plans and I for one am glad he does.  He may change the plans you have for college.  You may go to a college that you had not originally considered.  A door may close for you that seem devastating at the moment but down the road you may see that this way was by far the best road to take.  God knows what you can and cannot endure at this time in your life.  He may see that you need some faith building time also; a time to stand still and see him make a way where there is no way; a time for him to give you instructions on how to live your life; a time for you to realize he is always there for you and you are never alone.  

Just because our plans are changed does not mean that the way will be easy.  For Israel, it was a long hard forty years in their history.  As they crossed the Red Sea, they realized that Pharaoh and his army were right behind them but God brought victory and drowned Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea.  They would face the Amalekites but again God won the battle for them.  Each time that Israel was at their weakest God would prove himself in a unique way, building their faith and building their relationship with their God.

Take another look at your plans that have been changed.  Is God at work in your relationship with him?  He surely knows what is best for you.  He wants what is best for you also.  He will change whatever needs to be changed to provide what is best for you.
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