FAKE CHIMNEYS
I saw some condominiums the other day that were very attractive condos.  For some unknown reason I did notice that they had fake chimneys.  There were chimney-like constructions on the roofs to give the appearance of chimneys.


It is concerning that some of us Christians are much like these mock chimneys.  We stand big and bold and look good but serve no real purpose.  Some want to be seen at church, want their name on the roll but never really become involved in reaching the lost or helping the saved.


The only thing that it would take to make this chimney authentic would be smoke coming from it.  It takes the same thing for a Christian.  There should be good works coming from a redeemed life.  You will know a tree by the fruit it bears.  We may drive down the road with “I am proud to be a Christian” as our bumper sticker but if we reach our destination and cheat our fellowman we are no different than the fake chimney.

There is a reason why the smoke doesn’t come from the chimney and the reason is there is no fire in the fireplace.  If a man does not have Jesus in his heart, he is certainly not going to produce fruit for the Lord.  He may walk around with a Bible under his arm and “Jesus Saves” on his cap but unless the Savior abides in his life he cannot have faith producing works.  He is a fake chimney.

Oh Lord, start with my fire box.  Yes I am a Christian.  You reside in me but I admit I need kindling from time to time.  I need my soul-winners flame fanned time and again.  Sometimes the smoke from my chimney is but a wisp but if you will take control of my fire place, fuel and fan my fire, there will never be a doubt that this old chimney is authentic.

Yours in Christ,

Brother Randy Burtram

