FUEL LEAK
        Parked by our shop near our house is a Ford 4000 tractor.  It belongs to my brother in law.  I love looking at the tractor for it is considered an old tractor now.  As I see it, it reminds me of years gone by when we would be planting corn for silage.  I’m sorry, that is not my main point.  As I was sitting on the porch for my morning meditation today, I noticed a dark spot on the ground underneath the tractor.  It has a fuel leak.  This is not a new leak; we cut the fuel off to the carburetor while it is not running.  If we don’t, all the fuel will drain out of the tank.  A fuel leak, in this fashion is not uncommon for a tractor as old as this old Ford is.  
       With that being said, I thought of how vain it would be to try to run the tractor with the fuel cut off.  With the fuel cut off the tractor might crank because there is a small amount of fuel in the line, but it would soon start skipping and finally just quit running because it was starving for fuel.  I know from experience.  
       It is sad to say but many preachers and teachers today are trying to run without fuel.  It is hard to be fresh in the pulpit or the teachers stand when there is no fuel.  When we haven’t studied and prayed it is like the old tractor trying to run with the fuel cut off.  Oh Lord!  Please keep the fuel flowing through your ministers and teachers.  
        Is it possible for us to develop a fuel leak?  Yes.  This old tractor got the fuel leak because of lack of use. The lines became dry-rotted.  I pray we don’t die from lack of use.  When we do not share what God gives us it is easy to lose it.  The old saying is that we “Use it or lose it.”  Use your mind for the glory of God.  Reading his word and reading good Godly material is keeping your fuel lines flexible.  Meditating on God and his word keeps our mind spiritual and fit for the Father’s use.  Associating with God’s people helps keep us in good Godly shape.
       Fuel loss can appeal to our senses.  You can see the old stains on the ground beneath the tractor.  One can smell the raw fuel when you come near the machine.  We can hear the sound of the starving engine when it loses fuel.  As Christians it is apparent when our interests are focused on things other than the Lord.  Our lives become stained.  Sometimes we develop a bad spiritual odor about us to the point that true Christians do not want to be around us.  Lastly, we may just run out of fuel.  We want to serve the Lord; we want to preach; we want to teach but there is nothing in the tank.  Our minds and hearts have been focused on worldly things and all our spiritual fuel has leaked out.  
       Lord, keep us tuned and close to you.  Help us to be in prayer with you and in your book.  May we not become dry and brittle?  Don’t let us run out of fuel.  So as we come to you for fuel, would you “fill ‘er up?”

Yours in Christ
Brother Randy Burtram
