Faith
Devotion by Danny Alldredge

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.



I am reminded of a farmer who asked his children to plant, by hand, pea seeds for the garden.  The children were planting the seed and grew tired of planting the seed one by one, row by row.   They devised a plan to put all the unused seeds in an old stump hole, to get rid of them.  All was well until the seeds began to sprout.  It was then that the farmer realized that he would not get the yield for which he had “hoped”, because the seed were not planted where he had intended for them to be planted. 



A farmer plows or tills the ground in the spring, he prepares the soil, and applies necessary fertilizers, he plants the seed, and expects to harvest when harvest time comes.   The farmer, as he is doing all the work that leads to a harvest, has a vision or “hope” of what the crop will yield in harvest.   When he is doing all the work in preparation, he can not see the harvest with his eyes, but he has “faith” that there will be a harvest.  Only the farmer, who prepares the soil and plants the seed will be able to visualize the plants ready for harvest, because he is the one who know what kind of seed he has planted.   He knows how he has prepared the soil, and how he has applied the nutrients.   I’m sure those children didn’t visualize or hope that the seed in the stump hole would tell the rest of the story.  


This is not to say that one can acquire “faith” by his/her deeds or “works”.  But, James 2:17 says “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”  Without faith, the farmer would not have prepared the soil, applied the fertilizer, planted the seed, and expected the harvest.  James leads us to believe, that if we have faith, we will have a desire to do the necessary work, in order to expect a bountiful harvest. 

Sharing our faith is much like planting a crop.  We must prepare the soil or hearts.  We must plant the seed, by sharing the Gospel, and we must have faith that souls will eventually be harvested by coming to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Lord, help me to be a man/woman of faith.  Help me to not waste my time or gifts by putting them into an old stump hole.  But, realizing that you alone can save, help me to prepare soil, plant seeds and hope for a bountiful yield in harvest.  

