GENESIS 9

GENESIS 9:14   AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, WHEN I BRING A CLOUD OVER THE EARTH, THAT THE BOW SHALL BE SEEN IN THE CLOUD:


Do you know someone who wants to keep abreast of the weather?  Maybe they have a storm cellar to escape to in case of a tornado.  They may have a weather radio or certain alarms on their cell phones that will automatically alert them of bad weather.  I would think that Noah may have been one that would like to keep an eye on the weather, given his experience.  God knew that Noah and his family would surely have fear in their hearts the next time a large, dark cloud over shadowed them.  Therefore God told them “I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.”  During the year that Noah and his family were in the ark there may have been rainbows in the sky but it is likely Noah and his family had not seen them.  If it had not rained before the flood, I do not think there were any rainbows during that time frame.


There are some interesting facts about a rainbow.  Sir Isaac Newton gave seven facts about the rainbow:

1. It is never seen but in showery weather.

2. Nor then unless the sun shines.

3. It never appears in any part of the heavens but in that opposite to the sun.

4. It never appears greater than a semicircle, but often much less.

5. It is always double, there being what is called the superior and inferior, or primary and secondary rainbow.
6. These bows exhibit the seven prismatic colors, red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet.

7. The whole of this phenomenon depends on the rays of the sun falling on spherical drops of water, and being in their passage through them, refracted and reflected.

With the bow God brought a promise that would be attached to every rainbow seen by man thereafter, thus removing the fear from Noah and those who would follow.  The promise was that never again would he destroy the earth with water.  With every cloud there is the potential for a rainbow.  For every rainbow there is definitely rain and sunshine.  Whether man sees the rainbow or not depends upon where he is positioned in relation to the sun.  The rain must be in the opposite part of the sky from the sun and man must be positioned on the same side as the sun.


The spiritual lesson is this:  for every storm of life that comes our way there is an end.  In order to see the rainbow (the promise of God) we must be positioned near the Son.  Sometimes we must move to see God’s encouragement clearly.  If we are out of place with God we will not witness his beauty.  Friend, it would be easy to spend your life in the storm shelter but that is not God’s will for you or any of us.  Let us trust God in the storm and come through it positioned to see his wonderful promise.  There is nothing like coming through the blackest of clouds to see those seven beautiful prismatic colors on the other side.
