1 It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, Psalms 92:1 (KJV)

One week before Thanksgiving, last year, Kathie and I came home from UAMS.  Since that time I have been blessed to be in complete remission.  Kathie and I have gotten to enjoy our grandchildren and in fact we have received a new grandson.  We are excited that Meagan and Anthony will be having our fourth grandchild in March.  “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord.”

How thankful I am that I am preaching most every Sunday.  God has blessed me that He has kept me in the ministry.  Being able to pastor at Pleasant View is something that I am very grateful for.  Though The Lord has changed my ministry somewhat, I am grateful that I am still able to serve The Lord and His Church.

So much of 2012 was spent praying for Kathie and me.   I have the honor of praying for many of you now.  Today we heard that Brother Ralph Brooks is facing a crisis.  Sister Amelia Wisener is also facing a very critical situation with her heart.  Oh God, hear our prayer for our brother and sister in Christ.  One may say what is there to be thankful for in such a critical time?  We have a prayer!  We have a loving Father that has encouraged us to approach him with our desires and needs!  “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord.”

According to James W. Baker, the first Thanksgiving was a three day event in 1621.  Edward Winslow wrote a friend back in England concerning the celebration and asked that they give God thanks also for the good harvest they had received.  They knew their mere survival was a blessing from God.  Church, we are today who and what we are by the grace of God.  Some among us know that we could have passed on but for his marvelous grace.  We have so much to thank Him for.  

Let us thank him for our salvation.  Today we are his children because of his great salvation provided by Christ on Calvary.  I can rejoice because of the cross of Jesus.  Let us join in praise for Christ’s wonderful salvation.  “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord.”

Happy Thanksgiving!
Yours in Christ,

Brother Randy Burtram
