GREAT GRACE
THE APOSTLES BLESSING
And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Acts 4:33 (KJV)

	Grace has a way of wiping out all boasting.  God’s undeserved goodness just takes all the fun out of bragging.  Under the umbrella of God’s grace we find ourselves doing good things even great things and instead of being prideful we give God the glory.

	Well, as Christians, we only do great things because great grace is upon us.  In our text, the early believers worked wonders only because of God’s grace.  They took of what they had and gave to those who had not because they were recipients of God’s goodness.  This was a new way of living.  It was a far cry from “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”  There was a commonality among them not because they lived under a communistic regime but because they were under the influence of Great Grace.

	Great grace draws our attention from our own desires and needs and helps us focus on others.  It also creates a blessed oneness among us and other believers.  This Godly goodness lets us look through God’s eyes at others and love them in his loving way.  We live in a time where many are starving for this love.  The time is right for us to be a people with great grace upon us.

	With great power the apostles were able to witness of the resurrection of Jesus.  Lord, give us the grace to be those witnesses that the world needs to hear.  We do not often think of grace and boldness being hand in hand but it was God’s goodness that emboldened them to witness in the way did.  Without this great grace they would all have been blubbering flops.  It is the same with us.  We will just spout in the wind if we do not have God’s grace to witness for him.  

	What a blessing it is to have God’s grace in our day and age.  The people we will witness to will be influenced by many different things.  With God’s great grace upon us we will be up to the challenge to witness to anyone, anywhere, under the influence of anything and know that no matter how bad someone may be, God’s goodness is greater.


Yours in Christ,
Brother Randy Burtram
