GREAT LOVE XXIII
The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.  Luke 19:10


	I know that this verse does not contain the word “love” but it is definitely suggested. There may not be another verse in the Bible that expresses God’s love for us any greater than this verse.  It certainly speaks to me for I was one of the lost.  To think that Jesus left Heaven and all its glory to come to this sin cursed world and seek for me and then save me is more than I can comprehend.  I can only explain it as the “great love of God.”  There was not anything I could do to save myself, Jesus did it all.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	There was a story told by H. A. Ironside that I would like to share that I feel shares an indication of God’s love.  Years ago there was an African-American man who was saved by God’s marvelous grace.  In a camp meeting sometime after his experience of grace, the new convert stood and gave his testimony.  He spoke of Christ and His work, but said nothing of any efforts of his own.
	The leader of the meeting was of a legalistic turn of mind, and when the man’s testimony was ended, he said, “Our brother has only told us of the Lord’s part in his salvation. When I was converted there was a whole lot I had to do myself before I could expect the Lord to do anything for me.  Brother, didn’t you do your part first before God did his?”  The other was on his feet again in an instant and replied: “Yes, sir, I clear done forgot.  I didn’t tell you about my part, did I?  Well, I did my part for over thirty years, running away from God as fast as ever my sins could carry me.  That was my part.  And God took after me till He run me down.  That was His part. “
	That is so true.  My part had to do with sinning, running and shunning the Lord in every way that I could.  I am so glad that he stayed in after me.  Driven by his love for me, He refused to just let me go.  That is great love!  
	Sinner friend, if you are waiting until you get good enough to get saved, you will wait your way right into Hell.  Stop your running and let Jesus save you.  “Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God.  He to rescue me from danger interposed his precious blood.”



Yours in Christ,
Brother Randy Burtram
