GREAT LOVE XXXIV

The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: 8 But because the Lord loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Deut 7:7-8 (KJV)


We cry out for justice.  We are hesitant to admit this for we think we are people who love and display grace.  In our work, church and marriages we are more concerned with justice than we want to admit.  Love takes patience, longsuffering and endurance.  Churches are splitting because people will not render the effort it takes to love through adversity.  Jobs are lost because one or more people will not love the employer or employee enough to work through the difference.  Marriages are lost because the husband and wife believe that they have not received justice in the relationship.  Love suffers long.  Love endures all things.  


The text indicates that we were not a people that earned our relationship with God but rather he just loved us.  Moses remembered this and when God would threaten to destroy them he would approach God with the question “What will the Egyptians say?”  Maybe we should ask ourselves “What is the world saying when it sees how quickly we throw love away?” It seems we easily forget how bad we needed that job when we applied for it.  We tend to forget the first love we had for Christ when he led us to the church we are attending.  Were we not sincere and honest when we looked into the eyes of the person God placed in our life and repeated after the preacher to love in sickness and in health, in poverty and in wealth ‘til death do us part?


God help us to give the love he has for us a chance to work in our relationship toward others.  I am concerned about what the sinner will say; about what the world is thinking.  I do not want to give the unbelieving world any more ammunition than it already has.  Again, the text teaches us that the love of God brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand.  That mighty loving hand of God will continue to bring us through the waters and fires that this life throws at us if we will trust in Him.  Let us not forget that we are still dependent on the grace of God.  We may be fighting for justice but what we really need is the love of God for ourselves and for our fellow man.

Yours in Christ,

Brother Randy Burtram
