GREAT LOVE XXXV
AN INDICATION OF LOVE
And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon; for he had heard that they had anointed him king in the room of his father: for Hiram was ever a lover of David. 1 Kings 5:1 (KJV)


	Hiram, king of Tyre was a king who had loved David for a long time.  The text proves that he had ever been a lover of David.  This does not mean lover in the unclean way that it usually means today but rather that he had genuinely loved and respected King David in a pure morally clean way.  With that in mind may we look at his love for David in a way that may help us have a healthier love for God our Father?  There are several indicators of Hiram’s love for David.  
	First, His love for David was proven by the love Hiram had for Solomon, David’s son.  There is no greater way to show our love for The Father than by truly loving The Son.  God the Father and Christ the Son are one.  How can we love one without loving the other?  The second indicator of our love for The Father is by showing respect for His Son.  Hiram showed great respect to Solomon by dealing with him exactly as he had David.  We give glory and admiration to Jesus in no less measure than with God the Father.  Indicator number three is that we are willing to serve the Son.  Hiram first move when hearing about Solomon becoming king was to send servants unto Solomon.  We serve the Father as we serve the Son.  We do not serve him to earn anything but rather because we love him.  
	Hiram was familiar with the desired work of David and therefore recognized that work when Solomon shared his desire with Hiram.  Hiram had no problem realizing that the father and the son were on the same page.  We too, recognize the work of Christ is the work of The Father.  Hiram rejoiced in the service that Solomon was carrying out in the name of David.  The Christian finds great joy in sharing in the work of Christ.  
	Hiram received the better end of the deal.  He gave many elegant trees to Solomon and aided in the work of building the temple.  Hiram received wheat for his family year after year.  There would be an end for what he offered Solomon but it seems to indicate by year after year that Solomon would feed the family of Hiram continually.  Is that not like our relationship with Christ?  We may give our talent, time and tithes but he gives us life eternal.  On top of that, there was peace between Hiram and Solomon.  Wow! To receive eternal life from Christ and to have peace with our God, I would say that is Great Love!!!


Yours in Christ,
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