HOLD ON TO THE JOY
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. Heb 12:2 (KJV)


[bookmark: _GoBack]	I’m writing this devotion on Tuesday as Kathie and I will be leaving shortly.  We will be going to Little Rock, Arkansas for bi-annual testing.  This is a trip that I never really look forward to because some of the testing is unpleasant.  So why do I go every six months to have the testing?  Well I go to see if the cancer has reared its ugly head.  If it has, we will try to knock it down again.  There is a part of me that would say “if it is there, I do not want to know it.”  The problem with that is, the cancer would overcome you before you did anything to stop it, so that is not an option.   The greater part of me says “if it is there let’s find it and fight it.” 

	There is another reason to take this trip.  That is to go, do the testing, meet with the doctor and hear him say “you are in complete remission.”  The joy that comes at the end of the visit is worth all the discomfort of the trip and the testing.  Surely in a much greater way that is what Jesus was thinking when he went to the cross.  To hear God say “the price is paid in full,” was worth the agony of the cross.  The pain of the nails and the hours spent on Calvary was small compared to the joy found in bringing man back into fellowship with God.

	I also know that I will be taking a far better trip someday.  Who knows what suffering I may have to endure prior to that trip but the end of the trip will wipe away all memories of the suffering.  What joy awaits those who have trusted in Jesus?  To see the face of Jesus will be joy unspeakable and full of glory.  It will bring great joy to hear him say “well done my child.”

	While I remain in this world I experience joy also.  There is joy in knowing my sins are forgiven.  To know that I will not have to suffer eternal damnation as consequence of sins brings great joy to my soul.  Jesus is with me every day, every second of the day.  He never leaves me nor forsakes me.  He is my constant compass and guide.  I take great comfort in these truths and they bring me God’s blessed joy.

	I pray that God will give you joy during this Thanksgiving and Christmas season.



Yours in Christ,
Brother Randy Burtram
