INSTANT GRATIFICATION

22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.  Matt 1:21-25 (KJV)

Jacks, McDonalds, Burger King, cell phones, remotes, all these things help bring us instant gratification.  Internet has almost put a regular newspaper out of business because we are not willing to wait twelve to twenty four hours on the news.  The cell phone is so complex that it has almost made the desk top computer obsolete.  We do not want to wait to get home to go on line.   At the touch of a button one can use the TV remote and go from the news to sports to weather to Gunsmoke in an instant.  
On another note many people do not wait for marriage to engage in marital acts because they want instant gratification.  Joseph shows great integrity in our text.  From our reading in Matthew of him he is a moral man as well as a religious man.  He also displays a great capacity for love and forgiveness.  I think he may have a pretty good understanding of the prophecies of Christ.  He too could have found instant gratification with Mary but instead he leaned on his relationship with God and “and knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son.”


The prophecy of Jesus birth given by Isaiah was during the reign of Ahaz.  This was seven hundred years prior to the birth of Christ.  Some saw fulfillment in Hezekiah.  He was a good king compared to those before him but Christ was the sinless one.  Hezekiah’s mother was not a virgin in the strictest sense of the word; Mary was.  Hezekiah had to pray for a fifteen year extension of his life.  Christ can give all who seek him eternal life.  Around 700 B.C. Hezekiah gives a nation a smile.  Seven hundred years later Christ brings joy to the world!


Sometimes even in our interpretation of the Scripture we look for instant gratification.  In preparation for sermons and lessons we can fail to take the time and invest the effort that it takes to get what God wants us to have.  Prayer takes time and study takes time also.  Just understanding the Scripture takes time on our part.  When we are first saved we are babes in Christ.  To understand many parts of the Bible we have to be more mature.  Other parts of God’s Word are given to help us grow.  That growth takes time.  Christian growth also takes experience.  These experiences are not always pleasant but they are growing us into that Christian God wants us to be, not instantly but in God’s perfect time.

Patience can bring a tremendous reward if we are willing to wait and do things the right way.  Sometimes we have to be still and know that He is God.

Yours in Christ,

Brother Randy Burtram
