Devotion
Pleasant View Baptist Church ● Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33

Praying Alone
	The scripture is one all of us our familiar with. We are often drawn to the story of Jesus walking on water. Before he walked on water we see in verse 23 of him praying alone in the mountain. Now nobody modeled prayer in the Bible better than Jesus. As Christians we pray throughout the day, we pray in worship service, and we may find ourselves praying with our friends. However, Jesus shows us here the importance of praying alone. We need to find that mountain to go to in our life to escape the distractions of the world to pray alone. 
	As Christians it’s important to find that time to pray alone. There are 3 quick reasons why we should pray alone. First, God wants us to pray alone. We must remember that we serve a God that loves us with all he has. He wants us to come to him and spend quality time with him. The more time we spend with him, it allows him to reveal more of himself to us. The Lord already knows all about us. Yet, he still wants us to share what is going on in our life. Second, We need that time with God. I think about the times when I pray alone. I always feel so much better when I am finished praying. My prayer may not be answered right then and there. It might not be answered the way I want. Yet, I feel so much better after spending time with the Lord in prayer. Lastly, praying alone allows us to cry out to the Lord. I think about the times when I am called on to pray during worship service or my Sunday school class. I am often guilty of getting caught up with what words I am saying. I am too focused on not messing up. When I pray alone I don’t have to worry about messing up. It’s just me and the Lord. The Lord knows my vocabulary. I am reminded of Peter crying out for help in this passage when he started to sink. He cried for help. When I pray alone I can do just that. I can cry out for help. When I do so it allows the Lord to save me from whatever troubles I may be going through. I don’t have to worry about my surroundings, because it’s just me and God.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	If you already have your spot on the mountain to pray; I encourage to you continue to go there. However, if you don’t have this spot, I pray that you find a place where you can get away from the world. I know you will certainly be blessed for it. God will show himself to you in ways you have never seen before.  

===============================Prayer================================
Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank you for the gift of prayer. Lord, I love how we can come to you any time. I love how I can call out to you and you are there to listen. Lord, help us through the trial s we may be facing in our life. Father we love you. We thank you for your son Jesus.
---------------------------------------------------------Amen-------------------------------------------------------------
