Devotion

Pleasant View Baptist Church ● Scripture: Exodus 20:3-5
Removing the idols in our life

Exodus 20:3-5
3Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;

Our scripture is one of those that most of us have memorized from an early age. If we were to continue reading the rest of the chapter we would see the rest of the commandments. Our first set of commandments focus on our worship of God. It is evident that he does not want us worshiping anything else. We see this commandment broken several times throughout the Bible. Today, we live in a society where people worship many things, thinking those objects are God. However, these things keep people from worshiping the one and true God. This keeps people from drawing closer to the Lord.

I think about the idols in our life. Now these idols may not look like those in the Old Testament. However, I believe there are things that keep us from drawing closer to the Lord. Anything that is loved or delighted in more than the Lord we make an idol out of it. I know in my own life there have been times where I spent more time on my cell phone than in my Bible. The Lord is not happy with me when I am putting my cell phone before him.

Not only do idols get in the way of our worship, but they also get in the way of the other priorities of our life. The top three priorities of my life are God, my wife, and my family. Yet, that has not always been the case. There have been times where my wife tells me about her work day and I am barely listening due to being on my cell phone. There have been times at the Sunday dinner table with my family and I break out my cell phone. These idols may seem innocent and harmless. However, they have a way of creeping into our life. It works itself into the priorities of our life and eventually it begins to take precedent over our walk with the Lord.


I am reminded of the time when Jesus was in the wilderness. Matthew 4 teaches us that the devil tempted him 3 times. During the 3rd temptation the devil took him high on the mountain. He showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world. He said all this would be his if he would bow down and worship him. Jesus had enough of this and stated, “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. The following verse tells us that the devil left him and the angels came and ministered unto him. I certainly believe that is the same case for us Christians today. If we can recognize the problem, get rid of it, tell Satan to get behind us, then it allows the Lord to minister to us. It gives him the opportunity to give us the spiritual food that we need in our life. It allows us to draw closer to God.
Yours in Chirst,

Brother Adam NeSmith
