SEARCH ME, O GOD
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. Psalms 139:23-24 (KJV)


Can you pray this prayer?  Lord would you search me and know my heart?  Would you try me and know my thoughts?  To invite the Lord who will not leave a stone unturned to dig into all my thoughts and intents and fully examine each one to see if every part of each one is fully righteous is to invite God to fully expose all my imperfections so that I must acknowledge and deal with each and every one.


Who would ask such a thing?  One who has a hatred for sin taking up a habitation in his or her life; someone who knows that God will expose all such sin in his life for he wants to get rid of such sin?  This was not the first time David had prayed such a prayer, in fact Psalm 139 begins “1 O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me.” Psalms 139:1 (KJV).  He further states in verse 4 “4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether.” Psalms 139:3-4 (KJV).  In verse 6 he said, “6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.” Psalms 139:6 (KJV).  I think we are allowed to see into the heart of a righteous man.  The Psalmist longed for the constant presence of God and experienced God’s presence much of the time.  Take notice of his beautiful words in verses 7-10 “7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.” Psalms 139:7-10 (KJV).
            Who should ask such a thing?  You and I should ask such a thing.  O to hold to the heart of God.  That is how we maintain a close and vital relationship with God.  Opening our heart to him and fully exposing our thoughts and intents to the all-seeing eye of Our Father is to show our dislike and hatred for sin in our life.  We may have hidden and buried sin in our life, but to invite God to come in and do an in-depth sin search is bound to bring to light even our most petty sins and allow us to confess and be forgiven of them.


The final question is this; would you ask such a thing?  Lord would you search me and know my heart?  Would you try me and know my thoughts?  If you really want a soul searching let God do it.
Yours in Christ,

Brother Randy Burtram
