TEACHING THE CHILDREN
15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. John 21:15 (KJV)

We have spent several weeks studying about the relationship between the parent and the child.  This has been on Wednesday evenings in our adult study that we have made this our focus.  Is it not interesting that Jesus gives Peter instructions to feed His lambs?  May I ask this question of you?  Does Peter fit the picture of an elementary school teacher to you?  Well, God doesn’t call unless he also equips.  Notice what he provided for Peter.  By the way he does the same for me and you, as parents, we have the call of raising children.

Peter was fed of the Lord.  When they had dined Jesus began to question and charge Peter.  God does not expect us to teach our children without him teaching us first.  That is the food we are commanded to feed our children with.  God has given us his word and we should make it a daily diet for living.


Christ also provided Peter with his presence.  What better way to prepare for instructing our children than to spend time in the presence The Lord?  In his presence we began to examine ourselves thoroughly.  Peter had to evaluate his relationship with Christ before he could think about feeding sheep or lambs.  We must determine where we stand with Jesus before we can instruct our children on how to serve him.

Do you love Jesus?  Peter was asked straight forward by The Lord himself “Do you love me more than these?”  We are not sure what “these” were.  It may have been the other disciples, the fish, or the boats they were using to fish from or a variety of things.  In fact, Christ could have pointed to anything and it would have meant the same.  We cannot afford to love anything more than Christ.  He must be Lord of all.  In one of our classes we spoke of the mistake of letting our children rule the roost.  We must not worship our children and God did not intend for them to be the parent.  In order for us to love the lambs in the right way we must first love Jesus with all our heart.  It is not always easy to determine where we stand with Jesus.  Notice, Peter was asked three times of Jesus “Lovest thou me?”  He was grieved that Christ would continue to ask him the same question.  Before you teach your children, know where you stand with The Lord.

Know also that to teach our children the ways of The Lord, the ways that are right is something we do because we do love them and we care for them.  It is not something that we do just once in a while but something that must be a continual work.  Is it worth it?  When they ask Jesus into their hearts, it is surely worth it.  When they began to serve The Lord themselves it is worth it.  When they have children of their own and start to feed their little lambs, it is definitely worth it!!!  


Yours in Christ,



Brother Randy Burtram
