THOU KNOWEST NOT THE WORKS OF GOD
ECCLECIASTES 11:5b


His works are all around us in his creation and in his people.  How easy is it for us to live in his creation every day, be around his people every day and never recognize his works, the works that are wrought by the hands of the Almighty?  If we could see a painting of Michelangelo, our hearts would leap.  Could we see an original of Leonardo de Vinci, Van Gogh, Monet or Rembrandt, we would surely ooh and aah; but then it seems to be no big deal to see the works of God who created these very artists.


The book of Acts is called The Acts Of The Apostles.  I would rather call it the Acts of God.  Consider the difference in Peter from the gospels to Acts.  God does an enormous work in Peter.  Peter, who once was brash and over confident and at times cowardly became bold for Christ.  This dynamic preacher and apostle is a great example of God’s great work.  Although God’s hand was at work, there were many at Pentecost who thought it was just people who were intoxicated with wine.  “Thou knowest not the works of God.”  Acts also records the miraculous healing of the lame man at the gate Beautiful.  Peter had said “Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.”  This was the work of God.  The Apostle Paul was a unique work of The Lord, at first so anti-Christ and anti-church but God drastically changed his life and he becomes a church planter and church builder instead of a destroyer of churches.

The Bible is full of the works of God, but so is our world.  Our churches surely possess many of God’s great works.  Every born-again Christian is one who once was dead in trespasses and sins, but now has been made alive by the grace of God.  We have cancer survivors all around us; those who have weathered serous diseases, car accidents, open heart surgery, strokes and many other things.  All these are examples of the works of God.

Lord, help us not to be among those who know not the works of God.

Yours in Christ,

Brother Randy Burtram
