The Key

Devotion by Chris DeLaMont)
So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David. 1 Samuel Chapter 18, verse 50
The story is familiar, David and Goliath!  David was a young boy with no combat experience; just a shepard with no training on how to use a sword or how to wear armor.  Goliath, the giant, was the champion of the Philistines, a true warrior in every sense of the word.  His mere presence on the field of battle had paralyzed the greatest army in the world: God’s army led by Saul.  David’s presence at the battlefield was to bring supplies to his brothers who were in God’s army.  David went to the battlefield at the instruction of his father.  David did not know what was in store for him once he had arrived.  David thought his mission was to bring food to his brothers: an ephah of parched corn, ten loaves and ten cheeses.  He left the battlefield a true leader for God.
David heard Goliath’s taunting the army of the living God.  David saw how the men of Israel feared Goliath and fled from him.  David took it personal.  His response?  “For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  (1 Samuel 17:26).
David stepped up!  His brothers tried to discourage him, King Saul had no confidence in him, even though the leader of the army of Israel sent him out to the battle field anyway.  Saul sent him out with his armor, but David couldn’t use it, had no need for it.  He faced the giant with his staff, a sling, and five smooth stones.  David’s words to Goliath were bold and confident.  David knew that God was with him in this battle.  David knew the battle was already won.  Read David’s words from 1 Samuel 17: 45-47: Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.  This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give you into our hands. 

Think about this; of all of the people on the field of battle that day, David would have been the least likely person to take on this giant and kill him.  King Saul was there; the best and brightest military men in the world were there too.  But, God chose David to be the key.  God chose David because he knew David’s faith in him would guarantee victory over evil.

Today, God sometimes chooses the least likely people to be his heroes.  We hear about them everyday: the airline pilot who puts the plane down on the Hudson River and saves every passenger, the firefighter who enters the burning building to save those in distress, the child who shares his Sunday school lesson with his father who doesn’t go to church in the hope that Dad will come with him next Sunday.  God chooses His heroes, His keys in these tough situations, those He knows will make the difference.  
What about you?  Has God asked you to make a difference today in a situation or in someone’s life?  Are you the key for something God has in store today?  Do you have the right stuff to step up and be bold and confident like David was when facing Goliath?  
God will provide you with everything you need, just like he did for David.  He just needs you to be willing to be the key.
