WHAT GOD SAYS MATTERS

7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.  Ex 20:7 (KJV)


I have been listening to the debate about the words being passed between athletes in the locker rooms and on the field.  It seems that the NFL is considering making some words off limits between players.  It seems odd that the NFL is attempting to control something that is so hard to control.  We are talking about men that are the strongest, fastest, and largest in the world yet they can’t seem to control their tongue.  James says that “the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity” (James 3:6).  It is amazing that we can build our bodies into athletic machines but have such a problem with our tongues.  

There are people within the debate that believe the athletes should be left alone to say whatever they want to.  I do not believe it should be the NFL’s place to regulate what they say.  NFL players should be men enough to regulate themselves.  The words they use are not cute; they do not degrade the opponent, although that is the intent.  In fact when such nasty words are used they do nothing but bring down the character of the person using such filth.  

Some say that this is just what happens in locker rooms and on football fields.  I spent five years of junior high and high school playing football.  I am familiar with locker rooms and playing arenas.  Our locker rooms were not worship facilities but if certain things were said and heard by our coaching staff, the guilty party would be running wind sprints or getting a paddling.  They were dealing with young men and attempting to develop character in their lives.  I thank God for my high school coaches.  Why should we expect so much less from grown men in athletics?  I remember one of our players getting pulled from one of the games we were playing in.  I do not know what he said on the field but I did hear Coach Patterson tell him to cut out the lip and play football.  People do not watch football to hear a cussing match but to see a football game.

That brings me to my thought.  If people are not listening to God are they going to listen to the NFL?  What God says does matter.  I heard that they wanted to cut out the “N” word and the “GAY” slurs but to use God’s name in vain was ok.  Excuse me, what is going on?  Out of respect for others I would not use the slurs but God says he “will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.”  It sounds to me like one more step toward a godless society.  

Let us pray for our country.  We usually think of our government and we should pray for them but our country is much more than our government.  Let us pray for our country.

Yours in Christ,

Brother Randy Burtram
