WHAT MANNER OF PERSON OUGHT YE TO BE?
11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 2 Peter 3:11-13 (KJV)


We speak quite a bit about the book of Second Timothy being the last words of Paul to us before his death but very little about the book of Second Peter possibly being the last words of Peter.  Yet from what we read in Second Peter, he is expecting to die soon.  Even so, he is looking for the coming of Christ to be any time.  He sees a day when the heavens shall be dissolved in fervent heat and the earth destroyed and new heavens and new earth will be provided by God.  In light of all these things happening he poses the question “What manner of persons ought we to be?”


A people who are accepting the word of God, this is the people that we are to be.  This keeps us steadfast and unmovable.  As I write this devotion I am looking out my living room window.  The wind is blowing through a stand of pine trees.  There are two large pines that have about a three foot gap between them.  They appear to be standing almost still.  Through the gap that is between them I can see a much smaller pine that is constantly moving.  Sometimes it is hidden behind the larger tree on the right and sometimes it is hidden behind the one on the left.  It is unstable and carried away by the wind.  Peter warns that we can be like that small pine, first on one side and then on the other, if we are not rooted and grounded well in the word of God.

The person we ought to be is the people who are expecting Christ’s return.  If Peter could get in a last word it would be that He Is Coming.  Peter used the words “looking for” and “hastening unto” the coming of the day of God.  He was serving the Lord with his hands on God’s work and his eyes on the skies.  That is the manner of people we should be.

We should always be ready to repent.  While still living in the flesh we must always deal with the desires of the flesh.  Therefore when sin creeps into our lives we should be quick and ready to seek God’s forgiveness and keep our lives clean and pure and ready to meet our Lord.  The words of Peter in verse fourteen were “be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.”

Whether we live until Jesus comes or die at a normal age, we have but few days to serve our Lord and prepare to meet him.  Therefore we should live with this question being answered each day “What kind of person should I be?”

Yours in Christ,

Brother Randy Burtram
