You Are Still Here Because…
25 Thus I fell down before the LORD forty days and forty nights, as I fell down at the first; because the LORD had said he would destroy you. 26 I prayed therefore unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, destroy not thy people and thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed through thy greatness, which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 27 Remember thy servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; look not unto the stubbornness of this people, nor to their wickedness, nor to their sin: 28 Lest the land whence thou broughtest us out say, Because the LORD was not able to bring them into the land which he promised them, and because he hated them, he hath brought them out to slay them in the wilderness. 29 Yet they are thy people and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest out by thy mighty power and by thy stretched out arm.

Deuteronomy 9:25-29


As Moses preached to the Hebrew Children, he let them know that they were not where they were because of their goodness.  In fact, they were a rebellious people that God had lost patience with several times.  So why were they still around?  Why were they now on the border of the Promised Land?  


I believe there are some answers to this question that are found in the text today.  The first answer to this question is that the Hebrews had someone praying for them.  Moses prayed and fasted in behalf of his people Israel.  He did this many times.  I question where I would be or if I would be had there not been people praying for me many, many times in my life.  Did you notice that Moses fell down before the LORD forty days and forty nights?  He prayed in desperation for them as if their existence depended on it.  Lord, help me get in earnest for others as they have for me?  

In the broader text of these passages another reason for their continued existence is given and that is the mercies of God.  He did not have to allow them to continue living for they had truly provoked Him yet He had mercy on them and gave them another opportunity to make it to the Promised Land.  I owe everything to God’s mercies on me.  I certainly do not deserve his goodness or his mercy.  If I did it would no longer be mercy.  He has loved me in spite of me.

Because He loved Israel, He had a place He wanted to take them.  That is so true for me and you.  God has a place for us and it gives him joy to take us there.  Lord help me to look to you day by day and always remember I am what I am and I am where I am and I am who I am simply by your grace?

