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fter this, I beheld until they 
were come unto the Land of 
Beulah, where the sun 
shineth night and day.1 
Here, because they were 
weary, they betook 

themselves a while to rest; and, because 
this country was common for pilgrims, 
and because the orchards and vineyards 
that were here  

                                                 
1 The ensuing description represents the happy 
state of those that live in places favoured with 
many lively Christians, united in heart and 
judgment; and where instances of triumphant 
deathbed scenes are often witnessed. Aged 
believers, in such circumstances, have been 
remarkably delivered from fears and temptations, 
and animated by the hopes and earnests of 
Heaven; so that, while death seemed bitter to 
nature, it became pleasant to the soul to think of 
the joy and glory that would immediately follow 
it-(Scott). O scenes surpassing fable, and yet true! 
Scenes of accomplished bliss, which who can see, 
Though but in distant prospect, and not feel His 
soul refresh'd with foretaste of the joy? Bright as 
a sun the sacred City shines; All kingdoms and all 
princes of the earth Flock to that light, the glory 
of all lands Flows into her; unbounded is her joy, 
And endless her increase. Thy rams are there, 
Nebaioth, and the flocks of Kellar there; The 
looms of Ormus, and the mines of Ind, And 
Saba's spicy groves pay tribute there. Praise is in 
all her gates; upon her walls, And in her streets, 
and in her spacious courts, Is heard Salvation!  

 

 

belonged to the King of the Celestial 
country, therefore they were licensed to 
make bold with any of His things. But a 
little while soon refreshed them here; for 
the bells did so ring, and the trumpets 
continually sound so melodiously, that 
they could not sleep; and yet they 
received as much refreshing, as if they 
had slept their sleep ever so soundly. 
Here also all the noise of them that 
walked in the streets, was, more pilgrims 
are come to town. And another would 
answer, saying, And so many went over 
the water, and were let in at the golden 
gates today. They would cry again, There 
is now a legion of Shining Ones just 
come to town, by which we know that 
there are more pilgrims upon the road; for 
here they come to wait for them, and to 
comfort them after all their sorrow.  

2. Then the Pilgrims got up, and 
walked to and fro; but how were their 
ears now filled with heavenly noises, and 
their eyes delighted with celestial 
visions! In this land they heard nothing, 
saw nothing, felt nothing, smelled 
nothing, tasted nothing, that was 
offensive to their stomach or mind; only 
when they tasted of the water of the river 
over which they were to go, they thought 
that tasted a little bitterish to the palate, 
but it proved sweeter when it was down. 
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3.  In this place there was a record 
kept of the names of them that had been 
pilgrims of old, and a history of all the 
famous acts that they had done. It was 
here also much discoursed how the river 
to some had had its flowings, and what 
ebbings it has had while others have gone 
over. It has been in a manner dry for 
some, while it has overflowed its banks 
for others. In this place the children of the 
town would go into the King's gardens, 
and gather nosegays for the Pilgrims, and 
bring them to them with much affection. 
Here also grew camphire, with spikenard, 
and saffron, calamus, and cinnamon, with 
all its trees of frankincense, myrrh, and 
aloes, with all chief spices. With these 
the Pilgrims' chambers were perfumed, 
while they staid here; and with these were 
their bodies anointed, to prepare them to 
go over the river when the time appointed 
was come.  

4. Now, while they lay here, and 
waited for the good hour, there was a 
noise in the town, that there was a post 
come from the Celestial City, with matter 
of great importance to one Christiana, the 
wife of Christian the Pilgrim. So inquiry 
was made for her, and the house was 
found out where she was; so the post 
presented her with a letter; the contents 
whereof were, "Hail, good woman! I 
bring thee tidings that the Master calleth 
for thee, and expecteth that thou 
shouldest stand in His presence, in 
clothes of immortality, within these ten 
days."  

5. When he had read this letter to 
her, he gave her therewith a sure token 
that he was a true messenger, and was 
come to bid her make haste to be gone. 
The token was, an arrow with a point 
sharpened with love, let easily into her 
heart, which by degrees wrought so 

effectually with her, that at the time 
appointed she must be gone. 2 

6. When Christiana saw that her 
time was come, and that she was the first 
of this company that was to go over, she 
called for Mr. Great- heart her guide, and 
told him how matters were. So he told 
her he was heartily glad of the news, and 
could have been glad had the post come 
for him.  

7. Then she bid that he should give 
advice how all things should be prepared 
for her journey. So he told her, saying, 
thus and thus it must be; and we that 
survive will accompany you to the river 
side.  

8. Then she called for her children, 
and gave them her blessing, and told 
them, that she yet read with comfort the 
mark that was set in their foreheads, and 
was glad to see them with her there, and 
that they had kept their garments so 
white. Lastly, she bequeathed to the poor 
that little she had, and commanded her 
sons and her daughters to be ready 
against the messenger should come for 
them.  

9. CHRISTIANA TO VALIANT-
FOR-TRUTH.  When she had spoken 
these words to her guide and to her 
children, she called for Mr. Valiant-for-
truth, and said unto him, Sir, you have in 
all places showed yourself truehearted; 
"be faithful unto death," and my King 
                                                 
2 These messengers are the diseases or decays by 
which the Lord takes down the earthly tabernacle, 
when He sees good to receive the souls of His 
people into His immediate presence. In plain 
language, it was reported that Christiana was sick 
and near death, and she herself became sensible 
of her situation. "The arrow sharpened by love" 
implies, that the time, manner, and circumstances 
of the believer's death, are appointed by Him 
"who loved us, and gave Himself for us." He, as it 
were, says to the dying saint, "It is I, be not 
afraid."  (Scott). 
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will give you "a crown of life." I would 
also entreat you to have an eye to my 
children; and if at any time you see them 
faint, speak comfortably to them. For my 
daughters, my sons' wives, they have 
been faithful, and a fulfilling of the 
promise upon them will be their end.  

10. But she gave Mr. Stand-fast a 
ring.  

11. CHRISTIANA TO OLD 
HONEST.    Then she called for old Mr. 
Honest, and said of him, "Behold an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile."  

12. HONEST.    Then said he, I wish 
you a fair day, when you set out for 
Mount Zion, and shall be glad to see that 
you go over the river dry-shod.  

13. CHRISTIANA. But she 
answered, Come wet, come dry, I long to 
be gone; for, however the weather is in 
my journey, I shall have time enough 
when I come there to sit down and rest 
me, and dry me.  

14. Then came in that good man Mr. 
Ready-to-halt, to see her.  

15. CHRISTIANA TO MR. 
READY-TO-HALT.    So she said to 
him, Thy travel hither has been with 
difficulty; but that will make thy rest the 
sweeter. But watch and be ready; for at 
an hour when you think not, the 
messenger may come.  

16. CHRISTIANA TO MR. 
DESPONDANCY    After him came in 
Mr. Despondency, and his daughter 
Much- afraid, to whom she said, You 
ought with thankfulness, forever to 
remember your deliverance from the 
hands of Giant Despair, and out of 
Doubting Castle. The effect of that mercy 
is, that you are brought with safety hither. 
Be ye watchful, and cast away fear; "be 
sober and hope to the end."  

17. CHRISTIANA TO FEEBLE-
MIND.  Then she said to Mr. Feeble-
mind, Thou wast delivered from the 
mouth of Giant Slay-good, that thou 
mightest live in the light of the living 
forever, and see thy King with comfort; 
only I advise thee to repent thee of thine 
aptness to fear and doubt of His 
goodness, before He sends for thee; lest 
thou shouldest, when He comes, be 
forced to stand before Him, for that fault, 
with blushing.  

18. Now the day drew on, that 
Christiana must be gone. So the road was 
full of people to see her take her journey. 
But, behold, all the banks beyond the 
river were full of horses and chariots, 
which were come down from above to 
accompany her to the city gate. So she 
came forth, and entered the river, with a 
beckon of farewell to those that followed 
her to the river side. The last words that 
she was heard to say here, were, I come, 
Lord, to be with Thee, and bless Thee. 3 

19. So her children and friends 
returned to their place, for that those that 
waited for Christiana had carried her out 
of their sight.  

20. So she went and called, and 
entered in at the gate with all the 
ceremonies of joy that her husband 
Christian had done before her. At her 
departure her children wept. But Mr. 
Great-heart and Mr. Valiant played upon 
the well-tuned cymbal and harp for joy. 
So all departed to their respective places.4 

                                                 
3 This is the faith and patience of this dying 
Christian heroine, who began her pilgrimage with 
trembling steps, maintained her journey with holy 
zeal, and thus finished her course with joy- 
(Ivimey). 
 
4 O how blessed is the death of the righteous, who 
die in the Lord! Even a wicked Balaam could 
wish for this. But it will be granted to none but 
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21. In process of time there came a 
post to the town again, and his business 
was with Mr. Ready-to-halt. So he 
inquired him out, and said to him, I am 
come to thee in the name of Him whom 
thou hast loved and followed, though 
upon crutches; and my message is to tell 
thee, that He expects thee at His table to 
sup with Him, in His kingdom, the next 
day after Easter; wherefore prepare 
thyself for this journey.5Then he also 
gave him a token that he was a true 
messenger, saying, I have broken thy 
golden bowl, and loosed thy silver cord 
(Eccl. 12:6).  

22. READY-TO-HALT.  After this, 
Mr. Ready-to-halt called for his fellow-
pilgrims, and told them, saying, I am sent 
for, and God shall surely visit you also.  

23. READY-TO-HALT TO MR. 
VALIANT.    So he desired Mr. Valiant 
to make his will; and because he had 
nothing to bequeath to them that should 
survive him, but his crutches, and his 
good wishes, therefore thus he said, 
These crutches I bequeath to my son that 
shall tread in my steps, with a hundred 
warm wishes that he may prove better 
than I have done.  

                                                                     
those who have lived in the Lord; whose souls 
have been quickened by His Spirit to come unto 
Jesus, believe in Him, and glory of Him as their 
righteousness and salvation- (Mason). 
 
5 Evident decays of natural powers as effectually 
convince the observing person, as if a messenger 
had been sent to inform him. But men in general 
cling to life, willfully overlook such tokens, and 
try to keep up to the last the vain hope of 
recovering; those around them, by a cruel 
compassion, soothe them in the delusion; so that 
numbers die of chronic diseases as suddenly as if 
they had been shot through the heart. Perhaps the 
author had some reference to those inexplicable 
presages of death which some persons evidently 
experience-(Scott). 
 

24. READY-TO-HALT TO 
GREAT HEART.    Then he thanked 
Mr. Great-heart for his conduct and 
kindness, and so addressed himself to his 
journey.  

25. READY-TO-HALT.   When he 
came at the brink of the river, he said, 
Now I shall have no more need of these 
crutches, since yonder are chariots and 
horses for me to ride on. The last words 
he was heard to say was, Welcome life!6 
So he went his way. 

26.  After this, Mr. Feeble-mind had 
tidings brought him, that the post 
sounded his horn at his chamber door. 
Then he came in, and told him, saying, I 
am come to tell thee, that thy Master hath 
need of thee; and that, in very little time, 
thou must behold His face in brightness. 
And take this as a token of the truth of 
my message, "Those that look out of the 
windows shall be darkened"7 (Eccl. 
12:3).  

27. MR. REEBLE-MIND TO 
FELLOW PILGRIMS.   Then Mr. 
Feeble-mind called for his friends, and 
told them what errand had been brought 
unto him, and what token he had received 
of the truth of the message. Then he said, 
Since I have nothing to bequeath to any, 
to what purpose should I make a will: As 
for my feeble mind, that I will leave 
behind me, for that I have no need of that 
in the place whither I go. Nor is it worth 
                                                 
6  See the joyful end of one ready to halt at every 
step. Take courage hence, ye lame, halting 
pilgrims-(Mason). 

7 The tokens are taken from that well-known 
portion of Scripture, Ecclesiastes 12:1-7; in which 
the dealings of the Lord are represented as 
uniformly gentle to the feeble, trembling, humble 
believer; and the circumstances of their deaths 
comparatively encouraging and easy-(Scott).  
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bestowing upon the poorest pilgrim; 
wherefore, when I am gone, I desire that 
you, Mr. Valiant, would bury it in a 
dunghill. This done, and the day being 
come in which he was to depart, he 
entered the river as the rest. His last 
words were, Hold out, faith and patience. 
So he went over to the other side.  

28. MESSENGER.    When days had 
many of them passed away, Mr. 
Despondency was sent for; for a post was 
come, and brought this message to him: 
Trembling man, these are to summon 
thee to be ready with thy King by the 
next Lord's Day, to shout for joy for thy 
deliverance from all thy doubtings. And, 
said the messenger, that my message is 
true, take this for a proof; so he gave him 
the grasshopper to be a burden unto him 
(Eccl. 12:5).  

29. MR. DESPONDENCY.    Now, 
Mr. Despondency's daughter, whose 
name was Much-afraid, said, when she 
heard what was done, that she would go 
with her, father. Then Mr. Despondency 
said to his friends, Myself and my 
daughter, you know what we have been, 
and how troublesomely we have behaved 
ourselves in every company. My will and 
my daughter's is, that our desponds and 
slavish fears be by no man ever received, 
from the day of our departure, forever; 
for I know that after my death they will 
offer themselves to others.8 For, to be 
                                                 
8 In the Holy War, the doubters having been 
dispersed, three or four thrust themselves into 
Mansoul. Now, to whose house should these 
Diabolic doubters go, but to that of Old Evil-
questioning. So he made them welcome. Well, 
said he, be of what shire yon will, you have the 
very length of my foot, are one with my heart. So 
they thanked him. I, said one, am an election-
doubter; I, said another, am a vocation-doubter; 
then said the third, I am a salvation-doubter; and 
the fourth said, I am a grace-doubter. I am 
persuaded you are down boys, and are one with 
my heart, said the old gentleman-(ED). 

plain with you, they are ghosts the which 
we entertained when we first began to be 
pilgrims, and could never shake them off 
after; and they will walk about and seek 
entertainment of the pilgrims; but, for our 
sakes, shut ye the doors upon them.9  

30. When the time was come for them 
to depart, they went to the brink of the 
river. The last words of Mr. Despondency 
were, Farewell night, welcome day. His 
daughter went through the river singing, 
but none could understand what she 
said.10  

31. MESSENGER.  Then it came to 
pass, a while after, that there was a post 
in the town that inquired for Mr. Honest. 
So he came to his house where he was, 
and delivered to his hand these lines: 
Thou art commanded to be ready against 
this day sevennight, to present thyself 
before thy Lord, at His Father's house. 
And for a token that my message is true, 
"All thy daughters of music shall he 
brought low" (Eccl. 12:4).  

32. HONEST.  Then Mr. Honest 
called for his friends, and said unto them, 

                                                                     
 
9 Pilgrims, mind this. It is as much your duty to 
strive, in the strength of the Lord, against 
unreasonable doubts and slavish fears, as against 
sin; nay, are they not, in their own nature, the 
worst of sins, as they spring from infidelity, and 
dishonour God's precious truth, glorious grace, 
and everlasting salvation? Never, never, then, 
cherish or give way to them, but resist, and shut 
the door of your hearts against them-(Mason). 
10 How various is the experience of Christians in 
the hour of death. Christian and Hopeful inquired 
"if the waters were all of a depth." The answer 
was, "You shall find it deeper or shallower, as 
you believe in the King of the place." "What ailed 
thee, O Jordan, that thou wast driven back?" The 
answer is, "At the presence of the Lord: at the 
presence of the God of Jacob." In proportion as a 
Christian can say, "for me to live is Christ," in 
that proportion may he hope to find the water 
shallow, and feel support to his feet in the trying 
passage-(ED). 
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I die, but shall make no will. As for my 
honesty, it shall go with me; let him that 
comes after be told of this.  

33. When the day that he was to be 
gone was come, he addressed himself to 
go over the river. Now the river at that 
time overflowed the banks in some 
places; but Mr. Honest in his lifetime had 
spoken to one Good-conscience to meet 
him there, the which he also did, and lent 
him his hand, and so helped him over. 
The last words of Mr. Honest were, 
Grace reigns. So he left the world.  

34. After this, it was noised abroad, 
that Mr. Valiant-for-truth was taken with 
a summons, by the same post as the 
other; and had this for a token that the 
summons was true, "That his pitcher was 
broken at the fountain" (Eccl. 12:6).  

35. VALIANT-FOR-TRUTH.  
When he understood it, he called for his 
friends, and told them of it. Then, said he, 
I am going to my Father's; and though 
with great difficulty I am got hither, yet 
now I do not repent me of all the trouble I 
have been at to arrive where I am. My 
sword I give to him that shall succeed me 
in my pilgrimage, and my courage and 
skill to him that can get it. My marks and 
scars I carry with me, to be a witness for 
me, that I have fought His battles, who 
now will be my Rewarder.  

36. When the day that he must go 
hence was come, many accompanied him 
to the river-side, into which as he went, 
he said, "Death, where is thy sting?" And 
as he went down deeper, he said, "Grave, 
where is thy victory?" So he passed over, 
and all the trumpets sounded for him on 
the other side.11  

                                                 

11 In the truth of Jesus is victory. He who is 
valiant for it shall share most of its comforts in 
life, and in death. O Lord, increase our faith in the 

37. Then there came forth a summons 
for Mr. Stand-fast-this Mr. Stand-fast 
was he that the rest of the Pilgrims found 
upon his knees in the Enchanted Ground-
for the post brought it him open in his 
hands. The contents whereof were, that 
he must prepare for a change of life, for 
his Master was not willing that he should 
be so far from Him any longer.  

38. MESSANGER. At this Mr. 
Stand-fast was put into a muse. Nay, said 
the messenger, you need not doubt of the 
truth of my message, for here is a token 
of the truth thereof: "Thy wheel is broken 
at the cistern" (Eccl. 12:6).  

39. STAND-FAST.    Then he called 
unto him Mr. Great-heart, who was their 
guide, and said unto him, Sir, although it 
was not my hap to be much in your good 
company in the days of my pilgrimage; 
yet, since the time I knew you, you have 
been profitable to me. When I came from 
home, I left behind me a wife and five 
small children; let me entreat you, at your 
return (for I know that you will go, and 
return to your Master's house, in hopes 
that you may yet be a conductor to more 
of the holy pilgrims), that you send to my 
family, and let them be acquainted with 
all that hath, or shall happen unto me. 
Tell them, moreover, of my happy arrival 
to this place, and of the present [and] late 
blessed condition that I am in. Tell them 
also of Christian, and Christiana his wife, 
and how she and her children came after 
her husband. Tell them also of what a 
happy end she made, and whither she is 
gone. I have a little or nothing to send to 
my family, except it be prayers and tears 
for them; of which it will suffice if thou 

                                                                     
never-failing Word of truth and grace, for Thy 
glory and our soul's triumph!-(Mason).  
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acquaint them, if peradventure they may 
prevail.  

40. STAND-FAST.  When Mr. 
Stand-fast had thus set things in order, 
and the time being come for him to haste 
him away, he also went down to the river. 
Now there was a great calm at that time 
in the river; wherefore Mr. Stand-fast, 
when he was about half-way in, stood a 
while and talked to his companions that 
had waited upon him thither; and he said, 
This river has been a terror to many; yea, 
the thoughts of it also have often 
frightened me. Now, methinks, I stand 
easy, my foot is fixed upon that upon 
which the feet of the priests that bare the 
ark of the covenant stood, while Israel 
went over this Jordan (Josh. 3:17). The 
waters, indeed, are to the palate bitter, 
and to the stomach cold; yet the thoughts 
of what I am going to, and of the conduct 
that waits for me on the other side, doth 
lie as a glowing coal at my heart. I see 
myself now at the end of my journey, my 
toilsome days are ended. I am going now 
to see that Head that was crowned with 
thorns, and that Face that was spit upon 
for me.12 I have formerly lived by 
hearsay and faith; but now I go where I 
shall live by sight, and shall be with Him 
in whose company I delight myself. I 
have loved to hear my Lord spoken of; 

                                                 

12  Such is the joy and blessedness of faith! How 
does it bring near and realize the sight of Christ in 
glory! Do we indeed see Christ by the eye of 
faith? Is He the one, the chief object of our soul? 
Verily, then we shall count our days on earth 
toilsome ones, and long for the full fruition of 
Him in glory. O it will be our great glory to see 
that dear Man, whose blessed head was crowned 
with thorns, and whose lovely face was spit upon, 
for us. O that we may be living every day upon 
Him and to Him, till we see Him as He is!- 
(Mason).  

 

and wherever I have seen the print of His 
shoe in the earth, there I have coveted to 
set my foot too. His name has been to me 
as a civet-box; yea, sweeter than all 
perfumes. His voice to me has been most 
sweet; and His countenance I have more 
desired than they that have most desired 
the light of the sun. His Word I did use to 
gather for my food, and for antidotes 
against my faintings. "He has held me, 
and hath kept me from mine iniquities; 
yea, my steps hath He strengthened in 
His way."[326] Now, while he was thus 
in discourse, his countenance changed, 
his strong man bowed under him; and 
after he had said, Take me, for I come 
unto Thee, he ceased to be seen of them. 
But glorious it was to see how the open 
region was filled with horses and 
chariots, with trumpeters and pipers, with 
singers and players on stringed 
instruments, to welcome the Pilgrims as 
they went up, and followed one another 
in at the beautiful gate of the city.13  

41. As for Christian's children, the 
four boys that Christiana brought with 
her, with their wives and children, I did 
not stay where I was till they were gone 
over. Also, since I came away, I heard 
one say that they were yet alive, and so 
would be for the increase of the 
CHURCH in that place where they were, 
                                                 
13 O who is able to conceive the inexpressible, 
inconceivable joys of Heaven! How will the 
heavens echo with joy, when the bride, the 
Lamb's wife, shall come to dwell with her 
husband forever! Christ, the desire of nations, the 
joy of angels, the delight of the Father; what 
solace then must the soul be filled with, that hath 
the possession of Him to all eternity! O what 
acclamations of joy will there be, when all the 
children of God shall meet together, without fear 
of being disturbed by the anti-Christian and 
Cainish brood! If you would be better satisfied 
what the beatific vision means, my request is, that 
you would live holily, and go and see-(Bunyan's 
Dying Sayings, vol. 1, p. 65). 
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for a time.14 Shall it be my lot to go that 
way again, I may give those that desire it 
an account of what I here am silent 
about.15 

                                                 
14 It was not without design that our excellent 
author tells us, that the four boys, with their wives 
and children, were suffered to continue in life for 
a time, for the increase of the church in the place 
where they dwelt. He doubtless intended to write 
a Third Part of his "Pilgrims Progress," founded 
upon this circumstance, with a design, probably to 
show the influence of real religion and 
evangelical sentiments on persons in business and 
in domestic life-(Ivimey). 
 
15 The view of the peaceful and joyful death of the 
pilgrims, cannot but affect every reader; and 
many, perhaps, may be ready to say, "Let me die 
the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his"; but, except they make it their principal 
concern to live the life of the righteous, such a 
wish will be frustrated. If any man, therefore, 
doubt whether this allegory do indeed describe 
the rise and progress of religion in the soul-the 
beginning, continuance, and termination of the 
godly man's course to Heaven, let him diligently 
search the Scriptures, and fervently pray to God, 
from whom alone "cometh every good and perfect 
gift," to enable him to determine this question. 
But let such as own themselves to be satisfied that 
it does, beware lest they rest in the pleasure of 
reading an ingenious work on the subject, or in 
the ability of developing many of the author's 
emblems. Let them beware lest they be 
fascinated, as it were, into a persuasion that they 
actually accompany the pilgrims in the life of 
faith and walking with God, in the same measure 
as they keep pace with the author in discovering 
and approving the grand outlines of His plan. And 
let everyone carefully examine his state, 
sentiments, experience, motives, tempers, 
affections, and conduct, by the various characters, 
incidents, and observations, that pass under his 
review-assured that this is a matter of the greatest 
consequence. We ought not, indeed, to call any 
man master, or subscribe absolutely to all his 
sentiments; yet the diligent practical student of 
Scripture can scarcely doubt that the warnings, 
counsels, and instructions of this singular work 
agree with that sacred touchstone, or that 
characters and actions will at last be approved or 
condemned by the Judge of the world, in a great 
degree according to the sentence passed on them 

42. Meantime, I bid my reader 
ADIEU. 

 

�������

                                                                     
in this wise and faithful book. The Lord grant that 
both the writer and readers of these observations 
"may find mercy in that day," and be addressed in 
these gracious words, "Come, ye blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world."- (Scott). 
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