CHAPTER VI
The Palley of

HBumiliation
AR

ow they began to go down the
| hill into the Valley of Humilia-
il tion. It was a steep hill, and
@l the way was slippery; but they
dl were very careful, so they got
down pretty well. When they
were down in the Valley,! Pi-
ety said to Christiana, This is the place where
Christian your husband met with the foul fiend
Apollyon, and where they had that dreadful
fight that they had; I know you cannot but have
heard thereof, But be of good courage, as long
as you have here Mr. Great-heart to be your
guide and conductor, we hope you will fare the
better. So when these two had committed the
Pilgrims unto the conduct of their guide, he
went forward, and they went after.

2. GREAT-HEART. Then said Mr. Great-
heart, we need not to be so afraid of this Valley,
for here is nothing to hurt us, unless we pro-
cure it to ourselves. It is true, Christian did
here meet with Apollyon, with whom he also

! After being thus highly favoured with divine consola-
tions, in the views of faith, the comforts of hope, and the
joys of love, see the next step these pilgrims are to take; it
is down the hill Difficulty, into the Valley of Humility.
What doth this place signify? A deep and abiding sight
and sense of ourselves, of our ruined state, lost condition,
and desperate circumstances, as fallen sinners. This is
absolutely necessary, lest we should be exulted above
measure, and think more highly of ourselves than we
ought to think. For the Lord can oft favour us with mani-
festations of his love, and the comforts of his Spirit; but,
through the corruption of our nature, we are prone to be
lifted up and exalted in ourselves, and as it were to be
intoxicated by them. Hence we are exhorted to think
soberly. (Rom. xii. 3.) This the valley of humility causes
us to do.
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had a sore combat; but that fray was the fruit
of those slips that he got in his going down the
hill; for they that get slips there, must look for
combats here. And hence it is, that this Valley
has got so hard a name. For the common peo-
ple, when they hear that some frightful thing
has befallen such a one in such a place, are of
an opinion, that that place is haunted with
some foul fiend, or evil spirit; when, alas! it is
for the fruit of their doing, that such things do
befall them there.2

This Valley of Humiliation is of itself as fruitful
a place, as any the crow flies over; Christian
was and I am persuaded, if we could hit upon
it, we might find somewhere hereabouts,
something that might give us an account why
Christian was so hardly beset in this place.

> What a great blessing it is to have Great-heart in the
valley of humility! How sad is it for pilgrims to procure
evils to themselves by their sin and folly! How joyful is it
to know, that, “like as a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear him!” (Psalm ciii. 13.) Yet, if
we slip, we shall be sure to smart. If we do not hold fast
faith, hope, love, and obedience, Satan will attack, dis-
tress us in some sort, and prevail against us, and then we
shall bring up an evil report of the safe and fruitful Valley
of Humiliation. Are you in this valley? Do you see and
feel nothing in yourself but what tends to lay you low,
and keep you low? Beware of murmuring and complain-
ing, though you continue long in it; yea, as your life
through; for your Jesus is proving you and trying you,
that he may shew you what is in you, that you may see
that you are wholly and solely indebted to his arm that
brought salvation to you, and wrought every deliverance
for you, that you may ever glory in him and of him, and
give all glory to him, for his loving kindness and tender
mercy to such a miserable sinner as you are, and to such
an unprofitable servant as you ever will be.



Chapter 6: The Valley of Humiliation

3. JAMES. Then James said to his mother,
Lo, yonder stands a pillar, and it looks as if
something was written thereon; let us go and
see what it is. So they went, and found there
written, “Let Christian’s slips, before he came
hither, and the battles that he met with in this
place, be a warning to those that come after.”

4. GREAT HEART. Lo, said their guide,
did not I tell you, that there was something
hereabouts, that would give intimation of the
reason why Christian was so hard beset in this
place? Then, turning himself to Christiana, he
said, No disparagement to Christian, more
than to many others, whose hap and lot his
was; for it is easier going up, than down this
hill, and that can he said but of few hills in all
these parts of the world. But we will leave the
good man, he is at rest, he also had a brave
victory over his enemy; let Him grant that
dwelleth above, that we fare no worse, when
we come to be tried, than he.

5. But we will come again to this Valley of
Humiliation. It is the best and most useful
brave piece of ground in all those parts. It is fat
ground, and, as you see, consisteth much in
meadows; and if a man were to come here in
the summer-time, as we do now, if he knew not
anything before, thereof, and if he also de-
lighted himself in the sight of his eyes, he
might see that that would be delightful to him.
Behold how green this Valley is, also how beau-
tified with lilies. I have also known many la-
bouring men that have got good estates in this
Valley of Humiliation (“for God resisteth the
proud, but gives grace unto the humble,” for
indeed it is a very fruitful soil, and doth bring
forth by handfuls. Some also have wished, that
the next way to their Father’s house were here,
that they might be troubled no more with ei-
ther hills or mountains to go over; but the way
is the way, and there is an end. 3

3 Though this Valley of Humiliation, or a clear sight or

abiding sense of the sinfulness of our nature, and the
wickedness of our hearts, may be very terrifying to
.pilgrims, after they have been favoured with peace and
joy and comforted by the views of faith and hope; yet it is
a very safe place; and though at first entering into it, and
seeing more of themselves than was ever before shewed
them, they may fear and tremble; yet, after some time
continuing here, they are more reconciled and contented;
for here they and the visits of their Lord; and, in the
depths of their humility,. they behold the heights of his
love, and the depths of his mercy and cry out in joy,
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5. Now, as they were going along and talking,
they espied a boy feeding his father’s
sheep. The boy was in very mean clothes,
but of a very fresh and well-favoured coun-
tenance; and as he sat by himself, he sang.

GREAT HEART. Hark, said Mr. Great-
heart, to what the shepherd’s boy saith. So
they hearkened, and he said—

7. SHEPHERD.

He that is down needs fear no fall;
He that is low, no pride;

He that is humble, ever shall
Have God to be his guide.

I am content with what I have,
Little be it, or much;

And, Lord, contentment still I crave,
Because Thou savest such.
Fullness to such a burden is,

That go on pilgrimage;

Here little, and hereafter bliss,

Is best from age to age.

8. GREAT HEART. Then said the guide, Do
you hear him? I will dare to say, that this boy
lives a merrier life, and wears more of that
herb called heart’s-ease in his bosom, than he
that is clad in silk and velvet; but we will pro-
ceed in our discourse.

9. In this Valley our Lord formerly had His
country house; He loved much to be here; He
loved also to walk these meadows, for He
found the air was pleasant. Besides, here a man
shall be free from the noise, and from the hur-
ryings of this life. All states are full of noise and
confusion, only the Valley of Humiliation is
that empty and solitary place. Here a man shall
not be so let and hindered in his contempla-
tion, as in other places he is apt to be. This is a
Valley that nobody walks in, but those that love
a pilgrim’s life. And though Christian had the
hard hap to meet here with Apollyon, and to
enter with him a brisk encounter, yet I must
tell you, that in former times men have met
with angels here, have found pearls here, and
have in this place found the words of life.4

Where sin abounds. grace superabounds. Though sin
abounds in me, the grace of Jesus superabounds towards
me. Though I am emptied of all, yet I have an inexhausti-
ble fullness in Jesus, to supply, me with all I want and all
I hope.

Ever remember the word of our dear Lord, “It is
enough for the disciple that he be as his master.” If your
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10. Did I say, our Lord had here in former
days his country-house, and that He loved here
to walk? I will add, in this place, and to the
people that live, and trace these grounds, He
has left a yearly revenue, to be faithfully paid
them at certain seasons, for their maintenance
by the way, and for their further encourage-
ment to go on in their pilgrimage.

e e

11. SAMUEL. Now, as they went on, Samuel
said to Mr. Great-heart; Sir, I perceive that in
this Valley my father and Apollyon had their
battle; but whereabout was the fight? for I per-
ceive this Valley is large.

12. GREAT-HEART. Your father had that
battle with Apollyon, at a place yonder, before
us, in a narrow passage, just beyond Forgetful
Green. And indeed, that place is the most dan-
gerous place in all these parts. For if at any
time the pilgrims meet with any brunt, it is
when they forget what favours they have re-
ceived, and how unworthy they are of them. 5

Lord made it his chief delight to be in the Valley of Hu-
miliation, learn from his example to prize this valley.
Though you may meet with an Apollyon or a destroyer
here, Yet you are safe in the arms, and under the power,
of your all-conquering Lord: for though the Lord is high,
yet hath he respect unto the lowly. Therefore you may
add, with David, “Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
thou wilt revive me. Thou shalt stretch forth thine hand
against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand
shall save me. The Lord will perfect that which concer-
neth me: thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever: fosake
not the works of thine own hands.” (Psalm cxxxviii. 6, 7,
8.) Such are the confidence, the reasoning, and the plead-
ing of humble souls in the power of faith, which leads
them quite out of themselves, to their Lord.

Oh, pilgrim, attend to this! Pride and ingratitude go
hand in hand. Study, ever study the favours of your Lord:
how freely they are bestowed upon you; and how utterly
unworthy you are of the least of them! Beware of Forget-
ful Green. Many, after going some way on pilgrimage,
get into this green, and continue here; and talk of their
own faithfulness to grace received, the merit of their
works, and a second justification by their works, &c.
Hence it is plain, that they are fallen asleep on this forget-
ful green, and talk incoherently as men do in their sleep:
for they forget that they are still sinners, poor, needy,
wretched sinners, and that they want the blood of Christ
to cleanse them, the righteousness of Christ to justify
them, and the Spirit of Christ to keep them humble, and
to enable them to live by faith upon the fulness of Christ
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This is the place also, where others have been
hard put to it; but more of the place when we
are come to it; for I persuade myself, that to
this day there remains either some sign of the
battle, or some monument to testify that such a
battle there was fought.

13. MERCY. Then said Mercy, I think I am
as well in this Valley, as I have been anywhere
else in all our journey; the place, methinks,
suits with my spirit. I love to be in such places
where there is no rattling with coaches, nor
rumbling with wheels; methinks, here one
may, without much molestation, be thinking
what he is, whence he came, what he has done,
and to what the King has called him; here one
may think, and break at heart, and melt in
one’s spirit, until one’s eyes become like “the
fish-pools of Heshbon”. They that go rightly
through this Valley of Baca, make it a well, the
rain that God sends down from Heaven upon
them that are here, also filleth the pools. This
Valley is that from whence also the King will
give to His their vineyards; and they that go
through it, shall sing, as Christian did, for all
he met with Apollyon.

14. GREAT-HEART. 'Tis true, said their
guide, I have gone through this Valley many a
time, and never was better than when here. 6

I have also been a conductor to several pil-
grims, and they have confessed the same. “To
this man will I look (saith the King), even to
him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth at My Word.”

to sanctify them, as much as they did when they first set
out as pilgrims. Oh, ‘tis a most blessed thing to be kept
mindful of what we are, and of the Lord’s free grace and
unmerited goodness to us!

® Trembles at God’s word, so as not to dare to pick and
choose which doctrines he will receive, and which reject.
I believe, says one, the doctrine of the atonement and
salvation of Christ; but I set my face against the doctrine
of his imputed righteousness, God’s electing, love, and
the final perseverance of the saints. Do you so? No won-
der, then, that we find an extract from the Pilgrim’s Pro-
gress, with those precious truths left out. Would you dare
act thus by God’s holy commandments? Would you
choose one of these, and reject another? Are they not all
or equal authority? and are not all his holy doctrines also
stamped with the same divine sanction? Where there is
true faith in them, it will make a man tremble to act thus
by God’s word! The contrary conduct is no less than
daring licentiousness.
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Now they were come to the place where the
afore-mentioned battle was fought.

15. GREAT-HEART. Then said the guide to
Christiana, her children, and Mercy, This is the
place, on this ground Christian stood, and up
there came Apollyon against him. And look,
did not I tell you? here is some of your hus-
band’s blood upon these stones to this day;
behold, also, how here and there are yet to be
seen upon the place, some of the shivers of
Apollyon’s broken darts; see also, how they did
beat the ground with their feet as they fought,
to make good their places against each other;
how also, with their by-blows, they did split the
very stones in pieces. Verily, Christian did here
play the man, and showed himself as stout, as
could, had he been there, even Hercules him-
self. When Apollyon was beat, he made his re-
treat to the next Valley, that is called, the Val-
ley of the Shadow of Death, unto which we
shall come anon.”

Lo, yonder also stands a monument, on which
is engraven this battle, and Christian’s victory,
to his fame throughout all ages. So, because it
stood just on the wayside before them, they
stepped to it, and read the writing, which word
for word was this—

Hard by, here was a battle fought,
Most strange, and yet most true;
Christian and Apollyon sought
Each other to subdue.

The man so bravely play’d the man,
He made the fiend to fly;

Of which a monument I stand,

The same to testify. 8

s e

When they had passed by this place, they came
upon the borders of the Shadow of Death; and
this Valley was longer than the other; a place,
also, most strangely haunted with evil things,
as many are able to testify; but these women
and children went the better through it, be-

7 If Satan be driven back from one attack, prepare for
another. Bless God for your armour. Never put it off.

8 Monuments of victory over Satan, are to God’s glory,
and are very animating and encouraging to those who
come after. Proclaim, O Christians, your mercies with
thankfulness, and your victories with shouts of humility,
to the honour of the Captain of your salvation.
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cause they had daylight, and because Mr.
Great-heart was their conductor.

When they were entered upon this Valley, they
thought that they heard a groaning, as of dead
men, a very great groaning. They thought, also,
they did hear words of lamentation spoken, as
of some in extreme torment. These things
made the boys to quake, the women also
looked pale and wan; but their guide bid them
be of good comfort.

So they went on a little further, and they
thought that they felt the ground begin to
shake under them, as if some hollow place was
there; they heard also a kind of a hissing, as of
serpents, but nothing as yet appeared. Then
said the boys, Are we not yet at the end of this
doleful place? But the guide also bid them be of
good courage, and look well to their feet, lest
haply, said he, you be taken in some snare. 9

Now James began to be sick, but I think the
cause thereof was fear; so his mother gave him
some of that glass of spirits that she had given
her at the Interpreter’s house, and three of the
pills that Mr. Skill had prepared, and the boy
began to revive. Thus they went on, till they
came to about the middle of the Valley, and
then Christiana said,

15. CHRISTIANA. Methinks I see some-
thing yonder upon the road before us, a thing
of such a shape such as I have not seen.

16. JOSEPH. Then said Joseph, Mother,
what is it?

17. CHRISTIANA. An ugly thing, child; an
ugly thing, said she.

18. JOSEPH. But, mother, what is it like?
said he.

19. CHRISTIANA. It is like I cannot tell
what, said she. And now it was but a little way
off; then said she, It is nigh.

® None know the distress, anguish, and fear that haunt
pilgrims in this valley, but those who have been in it. The
hissings, reviling, and injections of that old serpent, with
all his infernal malice, seem to be let loose upon pilgrims
in this valley. Asaph seems to be walking in this valley,
when he says, “As for me, my feet were almost gone: my
steps had well-nigh slipped.” (Psalm Ixxiii. 2.)
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20. GREAT-HEART. Well, well, said Mr.
Great-heart, Let them that are most afraid,
keep close to me.

21. So the fiend came on, and the conductor
met it; but when it was just come to him, it
vanished to all their sights. Then remembered
they what had been said some time ago, “Resist
the devil, and he will flee from you.”0

e

22, They went therefore on, as being a little
refreshed; but they had not gone far, before
Mercy, looking behind her, saw, as she
thought, something most like a lion, and it
came a great padding pace after; and it had a
hollow voice of roaring; and at every roar that
it gave, it made all the Valley echo, and their
hearts to ache, save the heart of him that was
their guide. So it came up; and Mr. Great-heart
went behind, and put the Pilgrims all before
him. The lion also came on apace, and Mr.
Great-heart addressed himself to give him bat-
tle. But when he saw that it was determined
that resistance should be made, he also drew
back, and came no further. 1

23. Then they went on again, and their con-
ductor did go before them, till they came at a
place where was cast up a pit the whole
breadth of the way; and, before they could be
prepared to go over that, a great mist and
darkness fell upon them, so that they could not
see.

24. PILGRIMS. Then said the Pilgrims,
Alas! now what shall we do?

25. GREAT-HEART. But their guide made
answer, Fear not, stand still, and see what an
end will be put to this also.

26. So they staid there, because their path was
marred. They then also thought that they did
hear more apparently the noise and rushing of

10" Let Satan appear in what shape he will, we ought ever
to put on great-heart and good courage. For the faith of
what Jesus is to us, will inspire these. Let us ever look to
Christ our conqueror, and ever resist Satan our adversary.

' Satan is often most dreaded at a distance, and coura-
geously resisted when advanced nearer. This advice is
ever needful: “Be sober; be vigilant.” These pilgrims kept
up their watch. Satan did not come Upon them unawares:
they heard his approach—were prepared for his attack—
and, lo, Satan drew back.
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the enemies; the fire, also, and the smoke of
the pit, was much easier to be discerned. 2

27, CHRISTIANA. Then said Christiana to
Mercy, Now I see what my poor husband went
through; I have heard much of this place, but I
never was here before now. Poor man, he went
here all alone in the night; he had night almost
quite through the way; also, these fiends were
busy about him, as if they would have torn him
in pieces. Many have spoke of it, but none can
tell what the Valley of the Shadow of Death
should mean, until they come in it themselves.
“The heart knows its own bitterness; and a
stranger intermeddleth not with its joy.” To be
here is a fearful thing. 13

28. GREAT-HEART. This is like doing
business in great waters, or like going down
into the deep; this is like being in the heart of
the sea, and like going down to the bottoms of
the mountains; now it seems as if the earth,
with its bars, were about us forever. But let
them that walk in darkness, and have no light,
trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon
their God. 4 For my part, as I have told you
already, I have gone often through this Valley,
and have been much harder put to it than now
I am, and yet you see I am alive. I would not
boast, for that I am not mine own saviour; but
I trust we shall have a good deliverance. Come,
let us pray for light to Him that can lighten our
darkness, and that can rebuke not only these,
but all the Satans in hell.

29. So they cried and prayed, and God sent
light and deliverance, for there was now no let
in their way; no not there, where but now they
were stopped with a pit. Yet they were not got

12" Miserable, uncomfortable walking, with a pit before
us, and darkness around, yea, within us—and hell seem-
ing to move from beneath to meet him who has been left
to the darkness of his nature, the terrors of a fiery law, the
sense of guilt, and the fear of hell! Oh, what an unspeak-
able mercy, in such a distressing season, to have an al-
mighty Saviour to look to, and call upon for safety and
salvation! “For he will bear our cry, and save us.” (Psalm
cxiv. 19.)

13 To bear of the soul-distresses of others, is one thing; to
experience them ourselves, is very different.

' This precious text, Isa. 1. 10, has been as a sheet-

anchor to my soul, under darkness and distress. I doubt
not that it has been so to many others. Oh, there is an
amazing depth of grace, and a wonderful height of mercy,
in it. Bless God for it. Study it deeply.



Chapter 6: The Palley of Bumiliation

through the Valley; so they went on still, and
behold great stinks and loathsome smells, to
the great annoyance of them. 15

30. MERCY. Then said Mercy to Christiana,
There is not such pleasant being here, as at the
gate, or at the Interpreter’s, or at the house
where we lay last.

31. BOY. O but, said one of the boys, it is not
so bad to go through here, as it is to abide here
always; and for aught I know, one reason why
we must go this way to the house prepared for
us, is, that our home might be made the
sweeter to us. 16

32. GREAT-HEART. Well said, Samuel,
quoth the guide, thou hast now spoke like a
man.

33. BOY. Why, if ever I get out here again
said the boy, I think I shall prize light and good
way better than ever I did in all my life. Then
said the guide, We shall he out by and by.

34. JOSEPH. So on they went, and Joseph
said, Cannot we see to the end of this Valley as
yet?

35. GREAT HEART. Then said the guide,
Look to your feet, for you shall presently be
among the snares.

36. So they looked to their feet, and went on;
but they were troubled much with the snares.
Now, when they were come among the snares,
they espied a man cast into the ditch on the left
hand, with his flesh all rent and torn.

37. GREAT-HEART. Then said the guide,
That is one Heedless, that was agoing this way;
he has lain there a great while. 17 There was one

15 In seasons of distress, the most irksome smells or our
vile lusts, and filthy corruptions, greatly offend and dis-
tress real pilgrims.

16 Precious thought! under the worst and most distressing
circumstances, think of this. Their continuance is short.
Their appointment, love. Their end shall be crowned with
glory. Our dark and distressing nights make us prize our
light and joyful days the more.

17 Heedless professor, be warned. The doctrines of grace
were never intended to lull any asleep in carnal security.
If they do so by you, it is a sure sign that what should
have been for your health, proves an occasion of your
falling.
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Take-heed with him, when he was taken and
slain; but he escaped their hands. You cannot
imagine how many are killed hereabout, and
yet men are so foolishly venturous, as to set out
lightly on pilgrimage, and to come without a
guide. Poor Christian! it was a wonder that he
here escaped; but he was beloved of his God:
also, he had a good heart of his own, or else he
could never have done it.

e

38. Now they drew towards the end of the
way; and just there where Christian had seen
the cave when he went by, out thence came
forth Maul, a giant. This Maul did use to spoil
young pilgrims with sophistry; and he called
Great-heart by his name, and said unto him,

39. MAUL. How many times have you been
forbidden to do these things?

40. GREAT-HEART. Then said Mr. Great-
heart, What things?

41. MAUL. What things? quoth the giant;
you know what things; but I will put an end to
your trade.8

42. GREAT-HEART. But pray, said Mr.
Great-heart, before we fall to it, let us under-
stand wherefore we must fight.

43. Now the women and children stood trem-
bling, and knew not what to do.

44. MAUL. Quoth the giant, You rob the
country, and rob it with the worst of thefts.

45. GREAT-HEART. These are but gener-
als, said Mr. Great-heart; come to particulars,
man.

46. MAUL. Then said the giant, Thou prac-
tisest the craft of a kidnapper; thou gatherest
up women and children, and carriest them into
a strange country, to the weakening of my mas-
ter’s kingdom.

47. GREAT-HEART. But now Great-heart
replied, I am a servant of the God of Heaven;

'8 How many such giants have we in the present day,
who deceive and beguile precious souls into a false and
fatal security by their smooth lectures on morality, and
their avowed opposition to the Gospel of Christ, and the
way to his kingdom!
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my business is to persuade sinners to repen-
tance; I am commanded to do my endeavour to
turn men, women, and children, “from dark-
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto
God”: and if this be indeed the ground of thy
quarrel, let us fall to it as soon as thou wilt. 19

48. Then the giant came up, and Mr. Great-
heart went to meet him; and as he went, he
drew his sword, but the giant had a club. So
without more ado, they fell to it, and at the first
blow the giant struck Mr. Great-heart down
upon one of his knees; with that the women
and children cried out; so Mr. Great-heart re-
covering himself, laid about him in full lusty
manner, and gave the giant a wound in his
arm; thus he fought for the space of an hour, to
that height of heat, that the breath came out of
the giant’s nostrils, as the heat doth out of a
boiling caldron.

49. Then they sat down to rest them, but Mr.
Great-heart betook him to prayer; also the
women and children did nothing but sigh and
cry all the time that the battle did last. 20

50. When they had rested them, and taken
breath, they both fell to it again, and Mr.
Great-heart with a full blow, fetched the giant
down to the ground. Nay, hold, and let me re-
cover, quoth he; so Mr. Great-heart fairly let
him get up. So to it they went again, and the
giant missed but little of all-to-breaking Mr.
Great-heart’s skull with his club.

51. Mr. Great-heart seeing that, runs to him in
the full heat of his spirit, and pierceth him un-
der the fifth rib; with that the giant began to
faint, and could hold up his club no longer.
Then Mr. Great-heart seconded his blow, and
smote the head of the giant from his shoulders.
Then the women and children rejoiced, and
Mr. Great-heart also praised God, for the de-
liverance He had wrought. 2!

19 To awaken souls, and lead them to Christ for life and
salvation, is the blessed work of faithful ministers. In the
spirit of love and meekness, they will contend for the
faith, however they may be nicknamed and ill treated for
their work.

2 The greatest heart cannot understand without prayer,
nor conquer without the almighty power of God. The
belief of this will excite prayer.

2! Many such a battle has been fought, and many such a
victory has been obtained, since the Reformation, over
the enemies of our most holy faith.
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52. When this was done, they among them
erected a pillar, and fastened the giant’s head
thereon, and wrote underneath in letters, that
passengers might read—

He that did wear this head, was one
That pilgrims did misuse;

He stopp’d their way, he spared none,
But did them all abuse;

Until that I, Great-heart, arose,

The pilgrim’s guide to be;

Until that I did him oppose,

That was their enemy.

53. Now I saw, that they went to the ascent
that was a little way off, cast up to be a pros-
pect for pilgrims (that was the place from
whence Christian had the first sight of Faithful
his brother); wherefore here they sat down,
and rested; they also here did eat and drink,
and make merry, for that they had gotten de-
liverance from this so dangerous an enemy. As
they sat thus, and did eat, Christiana asked the
guide if he had caught no hurt in the battle.

54. GREAT-HEART. Then said Mr. Great-
heart, No, save a little on my flesh; yet that also
shall be so far from being to my detriment, that
it is at present a proof of my love to my Master
and you, and shall be a means, by grace, to in-
crease my reward at last.

55. CHRIST. But were you not afraid, good

Sir, when you saw him come out with his club?
22

56. GREAT-HEART. It is my duty, said he,
to distrust my own ability, that I may have reli-
ance on Him that is stronger than all.

57. CHRIST. But what did you think when he
fetched you down to the ground at the first
blow?

58. GREAT-HEART. Why, I thought, quoth
he, that so my Master Himself was served, and
yet He it was that conquered at the last.

22 This club we may suppose to mean human power,

under which many godly ministers in the last century
suffered greatly. Blessed be God, we have nothing of this
to fear in our day: therefore the more shame for those
professors who desert Christ when they have nothing to
fear but the breath of reproach, a nickname, or a by-word
of contempt.



Chapter 6: The Yalley of Humiliation

59. MATT. When you all have thought what
you please, I think God has been wonderful
good unto us, both in bringing us out of this
Valley, and in delivering us out of the hand of
this enemy; for my part, I see no reason, why
we should distrust our God any more, since He
has now, and in such a place as this, given us
such testimony of His love as this.

Meeting with Old Honest

60. Then they got up and went forward. Now
a little before them stood an oak; and under it,
when they came to it, they found an old pilgrim
fast asleep; they knew that he was a pilgrim by
his clothes, and his staff, and his girdle.

61. HONEST. So the guide, Mr. Great-heart,
awaked him, and the old gentleman, as he lift
up his eyes, cried out, What’s the matter? Who
are you? and what is your business here? 23

61. GREAT-HEART. Come, man, be not so
hot, here is none but friends; yet the old man
gets up, and stands upon his guard, and will
know of them what they were. Then said the
guide, My name is Great-heart; I am the guide
of these Pilgrims, which are going to the Celes-
tial Country.

62. HONEST. Then said Mr. Honest, I cry
you mercy; I feared that you had been of the
company of those that sometime ago did rob
Little-faith of his money; but now I look better
about me, I perceive you are honester people.

63. GREAT-HEART. Why, what would, or
could you have done, to have helped yourself, if
we indeed had been of that company.

64. HON. Done! why I would have fought as
long as breath had been in me; and had I so
done, I am sure you could never have given me
the worst on it; for a Christian can never be
overcome, unless he should yield of himself. 24

2 A. blessed sign of a watchful heart, ever alarmed at the
fear of danger. Though he was found sleeping, yet he
could say with the church, “My heart waketh.” (Song v.
2.)

2% Mind this. A Christian can never be overcome, unless
he yields of himself. Then be most jealous over yourself,
and most watchful against giving way to carnal reason-
ings, natural fears, and fleshly lusts. Look at yourself, and
be humble. Look to God’s word for courage.
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65. GREAT-HEART. Well said, father Hon-
est, quoth the guide; for by this I know thou art
a cock of the right kind, for thou hast said the
truth.

66. HON. And by this, also, I know that thou
knowest what true pilgrimage is; for all others
do think that we are the soonest overcome of
any.

67. GREAT-HEART. Well, now we are so
happily met, pray let me crave your name, and
the name of the place you came from.

68. HON. My name I cannot; but I came
from the town of Stupidity; it lieth about four
degrees beyond the City of Destruction.

69. GREAT-HEART. Oh! are you that coun-
tryman, then? I deem I have half a guess of
you; your name is Old Honesty, is it not?

70. HON. So the old gentleman blushed, and
said, Not Honesty, in the abstract, 25 but Hon-
est is my name; and I wish that my nature shall
agree to what I am called.

71. HON. But, Sir, said the old gentleman,
how could you guess that I am such a man,
since I came from such a place?

72. GREAT-HEART. I had heard of you be-
fore, by my Master; for He knows all things
that are done on the earth; but I have often
wondered that any should come from your
place, for your town is worse than is the City of
Destruction itself.

~73. HON. Yes, we lie more off from the sun,
and so are more cold and senseless; but was a
man in a mountain of ice, yet if the Sun of
Righteousness will arise upon him, his frozen

% By honesty in the abstract, he means to distinguish

between himself and a perfect character. Every Christian
is the subject of honesty or justice, uprightness, and sin-
cerity; yet when we come to describe these virtues in the
abstract, or what they really are in their strict purity and
utmost perfection, where is the Christian but must wear
the conscious blush, as Honesty did, under a sense of his
imperfections? There is no perfect character, that God
can delight in, but his own beloved Son in our nature.
God is ever well pleased with him; and with us sinners,
only as he views us in him, and hath made us accepted in
him, to the praise of the glory of his own grace. (Eph. i
6.) This is the view of true grace, and the glory of pre-
cious faith.
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heart shall feel a thaw; and thus it hath been
with me. 26

74. GREAT-HEART. I believe it, father
Honest, I believe it; for I know the thing is
true.

75. Then the old gentleman saluted all the
Pilgrims with a holy kiss of charity; and asked
them of their names, and how they had fared
since they set out on their pilgrimage.

76. CHRIST. Then said Christiana, My name,
I suppose you have heard of; good Christian
was my husband, and these four were his chil-
dren. But can you think how the old gentleman
was taken, when she told him who she was! He
skipped, he smiled, and blessed them with a
thousand good wishes, saying;:

77. HON. I have heard much of your hus-
band, and of his travels and wars, which he
underwent in his days. Be it spoken to your
comfort, the name of your husband rings over
all these parts of the world: his faith, his cour-
age, his enduring, and his sincerity under all,
has made his name famous. Then he turned
him to the boys, and asked them of their
names, which they told him. And then said he
unto them: Matthew, be thou like Matthew the
publican, not in vice, but in virtue. Samuel,
said he, be thou like Samuel the Prophet, a
man of faith and prayer. Joseph, said he, be
thou like Joseph in Potiphar’s house, chaste,
and one that flees from temptation (Gen. 39).
And James, be thou like James the Just, and
like James the brother of our Lord. Then they
told him of Mercy, and how she had left her
town and her kindred to come along with
Christiana and with her sons. At that the old
honest man said, Mercy is thy name; by Mercy
shalt thou be sustained, and carried through all
those difficulties that shall assault thee in thy
way, till thou shalt come thither, where thou
shalt look the Fountain of Mercy in the face
with comfort.

% This is the confession of an honest heart. It is never
afraid of ascribing too much to the sovereignty of grace;
nor of giving all the glory to the Sun of Righteousness,
for shining upon, and melting down its hard, frozen soul.
Here is no trimming between grace and nature: no halting
between sovereign power and free-will.
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All this while the guide, Mr. Great-heart, was
very much pleased, and smiled upon his com-
panion.

An Account of Mr. Fearing.

78. Now, as they walked along together, the
guide asked the old gentleman, if he did not
know one Mr. Fearing, that came on pilgrim-
age out of his parts?

79. HON. Yes, very well, said he. He was a
man that had the root of the matter in him; but
he was one of the most troublesome pilgrims
that ever I met with in all my days. 27

80. GREAT-HEART. I perceive you knew
him; for you have given a very right character
of him.

81. HON. Knew him! I was a great compan-
ion of his; I was with him most an end; when
he first began to think of what would come
upon us hereafter, I was with him.

82. GREAT-HEART. I was his guide from
my Master’s house to the gates of the Celestial
City.

83. HON. Then you knew him to be a trou-
blesome one.

84. GREAT-HEART. I did so, but I could
very well bear it; for men of my calling are of-
tentimes intrusted with the conduct of such as
he was.

85. HON. Well then, pray let us hear a little
of him, and how he managed himself under
your conduct.

86. GREAT-HEART. Why, he was always
afraid that he should come short of whither he
had a desire to go. Everything frightened him
that he heard anybody speak of, that had but
the least appearance of opposition in it. I hear
that he lay roaring at the Slough of Despond
for about a month together; nor durst he, for

" PFearing pilgrims, though perplexed in themselves, and
troublesome to others, are yet to be cherished and en-
couraged, as they have the root of the matter in them—
faith in Jesus, hope towards God, fear of offending him,
and a desire to walk in his ways and please him. We must
bear the burdens of such, and so fulfil the law of Christ.
(Gal. vi 2.)
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all he saw several go over before him, venture,
though they, many of them, offered to lend him
their hand. He would not go back again nei-
ther. The Celestial City, he said, he should die
if he came not to it; and yet was dejected at
every difficulty, and stumbled at every straw
that anybody cast in his way. Well, after he had
lain at the Slough of Despond a great while, as
I have told you, one sunshine morning, I do
not know how, he ventured, and so got over;
but when he was over, he would scarce believe
it. He had, I think, a Slough of Despond in his
mind; a slough that he carried everywhere with
him, or else he could never have been as he
was. So he came up to the gate, you know what
I mean, that stands at the head of this way; and
there also he stood a good while, before he
would adventure to knock. When the gate was
opened, he would give back, and give place to
others, and say that he was not worthy. For, for
all he got before some to the gate, yet many of
them went in before him. There the poor man
would stand, shaking and shrinking. I dare say,
it would have pitied one’s heart to have seen
him; nor would he go back again. At last, he
took the hammer that hanged on the gate in his
hand, and gave a small rap or two; then One
opened to him, but he shrank back as before.
He that opened stepped out after him, and
said, Thou trembling one, what wantest thou?
With that he fell down to the ground. He that
spoke to him wondered to see him so faint. So
he said to him, Peace be to thee; up, for I have
set open the door to thee. Come in, for thou art
blessed. With that he got up, and went in trem-
bling; and when he was in, he was ashamed to
show his face. Well, after he had been enter-
tained there a while, as you know how the
manner is, he was bid go on his way, and also
told the way he should take. So he came till he
came to our house. But as he behaved himself
at the gate, so he did His behaviour at my Mas-
ter the Interpreter’s door. He lay thereabout in
the cold a good while, before he would adven-
ture to call; yet he would not go back, and the
nights were long and cold then. Nay, he had a
note of necessity in his bosom to my Master, to
receive him and grant him the comfort of His
house, and also to allow him a stout and val-
iant conductor, because he was himself so
chicken-hearted a man; and yet, for all that, he
was afraid to call at the door. So he lay up and
down thereabouts, till, poor man! he was al-
most starved. Yea, so great was his dejection,
that though he saw several others, for knock-
ing, get in, yet he was afraid to venture. At last,
I think, I looked out of the window, and per-
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ceiving a man to be up and down about the
door, I went out to him, and asked what he
was; but, poor man! the water stood in his
eyes; so I perceived what he wanted. I went,
therefore, in and told it in the house, and we
showed the thing to our Lord. So He sent me
out again, to entreat him to come in; but, I
dare say, I had hard work to do it. At last he
came in; and I will say that for my Lord, He
carried it wonderfully lovingly to him. There
were but a few good bits at the table, but some
of it was laid upon his trencher. Then he pre-
sented the note, and my Lord looked thereon,
and said his desire should he granted. So,
when he had been there a good while, he
seemed to get some heart, and to be a little
more comfortable; for my Master, you must
know, is one of very tender bowels, especially
to them that are afraid; wherefore He carried it
so towards him, as might tend most to his en-
couragement. Well, when he had had a sight of
the things of the place, and was ready to take
his journey to go to the city, my Lord, as He did
to Christian before, gave him a bottle of spirits,
and some comfortable things to eat. Thus we
set forward, and I went before him; but the
man was but of few words, only he would sigh
aloud.

When we were come to where the three fellows
were hanged, he said that he doubted that that
would be his end also. Only he seemed glad
when he saw the Cross and the Sepulchre.
There, I confess, he desired to stay a little to
look, and he seemed, for a while after, to be a
little cheery. When we came at the Hill Diffi-
culty, he made no stick at that, nor did he
much fear the lions; for you must know that his
trouble was not about such things as those; his
fear was about his acceptance at last. 28

I got him in at the House Beautiful, I think,
before he was willing. Also, when he was in, I
brought him acquainted with the damsels that
were of the place; but he was ashamed to make
himself much for company. He desired much
to be alone, yet he always loved good talk, and
often would get behind the screen to hear it.
He also loved much to see ancient things, and

8 See all through this character, what a conflict there
was between fear, and the influence of grace. Though it
may not be the most comfortable, yet the end of Mr.
Fearing was very joyful. O what a godly jealousy dis-
played itself all through his life! Better this, than strong
in vain-glorious confidence.
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to be pondering them in his mind. He told me
afterwards that he loved to be in those two
houses from which he came last, to wit, at the
gate, and that of the Interpreter, but that he
durst not be so bold to ask.

When we went also from the House Beautiful,
he went down the hill, into the Valley of Hu-
miliation, he went down as well as ever I saw
man in my life; for he cared not how mean he
was, so he might he happy at last. Yea, I think,
there was a kind of a sympathy betwixt that
valley and him; for I never saw him better in all
his pilgrimage than when he was in that val-
ley.29

Here he would lie down, embrace the ground,
and Kkiss the very flowers that grew in this val-
ley. He would now be up every morning by
break of day, tracing and walking to and fro in
this valley. 30

But when he was come to the entrance of the
Valley of the Shadow of Death, I thought I
should have lost my man; not for that he had
any inclination to go back; that he always ab-
horred; but he was ready to die for fear. Oh!
the hobgoblins will have me! the hobgoblins
will have me! cried he; and I could not beat
him out on it. He made such a noise, and such
an outcry here, that, had they but heard him, it
was enough to encourage them to come and
fall upon us.

But this I took very great notice of, that this
valley was as quiet while he went through it, as
ever I knew it before or since. I suppose these
enemies here had now a special check from our
Lord, and a command not to meddle until Mr.
Fearing was passed over it.

It would he too tedious to tell you of all. We
will, therefore, only mention a passage or two
more. When he was come at Vanity Fair, I
thought he would have fought with all at the
men at the fair. I feared there we should both
have been knocked on the head, so hot was he
against their fooleries. 3! Upon the Enchanted
Ground, he was also very wakeful. But when he

? The valley of Humiliation suits well with fearing
hearts.

3 Fearing souls dwell much, early and late, in the Valley
of Meditation.

3! Here is a glorious display of a fearing heart. Full of
courage against evil, and fired with zeal for God’s glory.
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was come at the river, where was no bridge,
there again he was in a heavy case. Now, now,
he said, he should be drowned forever, and so
never see that Face with comfort that he had
come so many miles to behold.

And here, also, I took notice of what was very
remarkable; the water of that river was lower
at this time than ever I saw it in all my life. So
he went over at last, not much above wet-shod.
32 When he was going up to the gate, I began to
take his leave of him, and to wish him a good
reception above. So he said, I shall, I shall.
Then parted we asunder, and I saw him no
more.

87. HON. Then, it seems, he was well at last.

88. GREAT-HEART. Yes, yes; I never had
doubt about him; he was a man of a choice
spirit, only he was always kept very low, and
that made his life so burdensome to himself,
and so troublesome to others (Psa. 88). He
was, above many, tender of sin. He was so
afraid of doing injuries to others, that he often
would deny himself of that which was lawful,
because he would not offend. 33

89. HON. But what should be the reason
that such a good man should be all his days so
much in the dark?

90. GREAT-HEART. There are two sorts of
reasons for it: One is, the wise God will have it
so; some must pipe, and some must weep
(Mat 11:16-18). Now Mr. Fearing was one that
played upon this bass; he and his fellows sound
the sackbut, whose notes are more doleful than
the notes of other music are; though, indeed,
some say the bass is the ground of music. And,
for my part, I care not at all for that profession
that begins not in heaviness of mind. The first
string that the musician usually touches is the
bass, when he intends to put all in tune. God
also plays upon this string first, when he sets
the soul in tune for Himself. Only here was the
imperfection of Mr. Fearing, he could play

320 how gracious is our Lord! As thy day is, O pilgrim,
so shall thy strength be. Even the river of death, though
there be no bridge to go over, yet faith makes one: and
the Lord of faith makes the water low, to suit the state of
his beloved ones.

33O, this is a blessed spirit. Ye who are strong in the
Lord, and in the power of his might, study to excel
herein.
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upon no other music but this, till towards his
latter end.

I make bold to talk thus metaphorically, for the
ripening of the wits of young readers; and be-
cause, in the book of the Revelations, the saved
are compared to a company of musicians that
play upon their trumpets and harps, and sing
their songs before the throne.

91. HON. He was a very zealous man, as one
may see by what relation you have given of
him; difficulties, lions, or Vanity Fair, he feared
not at all. It was only sin, death, and hell that
was to him a terror, because he had some
doubts about his interest in that celestial coun-

try .34

92. GREAT-HEART. You say right. Those
were the things that were his troublers, and
they, as you have well observed, arose from the
weakness of his mind thereabout, not from
weakness of spirit as to the practical part of a
pilgrim’s life. I dare believe that, as the proverb
is, “he could have bit a firebrand, had it stood
in his way”; but the things with which he was
oppressed, no man ever yet could shake off
with ease.

93. CHRIST. Then said Christiana, This rela-
tion of Mr. Fearing has done me good. I
thought nobody had been like me; but I see
there was some semblance betwixt this good
man and I; only we differed in two things: His
troubles were so great, they break out; but
mine I kept within. His, also, lay so hard upon
him, they made him that he could not knock at
the houses provided for entertainment; but my
trouble was always such as made me knock the
louder.

94. MERCY. If I might also speak my heart,
I must say, that something of him has also
dwelt in me; for I have ever been more afraid
of the lake, and the loss of a place in Paradise,
than I have been of the loss of other things. O,

* Here is a very striking lesson for professors.

Talk not of your great knowledge, rich experience,
comfortable frames and joyful feelings; all are vain
and delusive, if the gospel has not a holy influence
upon your practice. On the other hand, be not de-
jected, if you are not favoured with these; for if a
holy fear of God, and a godly jealousy over your-
selves, possess your heart, verily you are a partaker
of the grace of Christ.
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thought I, may I have the happiness to have a
habitation there, it is enough, though I part
with all the world to win it!

95. MATT. Then said Matthew, Fear was
one thing that made me think that I was far
from having that within me that accompanies
salvation; but if it were so with such a good
man as he, why may it not also go well with
me?

96. JAMES. No fears, no grace, said James.
Though there is not always grace where there
is the fear of hell, yet, to be sure, there is no
grace where there is no fear of God.

97. GREAT-HEART. Well said, James,
thou hast hit the mark; for the fear of God is
the beginning of wisdom; and, to be sure, they
that lack the beginning, have neither middle
nor end. But we will here conclude our dis-
course of Mr. Fearing, after we have sent after
him this farewell.

Well, Master Fearing, thou didst fear
Thy God, and wast afraid

Of doing anything, while here,

That would have thee betray’d.

And didst thou fear the lake and pit?
Would others did so too!

For, as for them that want thy wit,
They do themselves undo.

The Account of Mr. Self-will

98. Now I saw, that they still went on in their
talk; for after Mr. Great-heart had made an end
with Mr. Fearing, Mr. Honest began to tell
them of another, but his name was Mr. Self-
will. He pretended himself to be a pilgrim, said
Mr. Honest; but I persuade myself he never
came in at the gate that stands at the head of
the way.

99. GREAT-HEART. Had you ever any talk
with him about it?

100. HON. Yes, more than once or twice;
but he would always be like himself, self-
willed. He neither cared for man, nor argu-
ment, nor yet example; what his mind
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prompted him to, that he would do, and noth-
ing else could he be got to doss.

101. GREAT-HEART. Pray, what principles
did he hold? for I suppose you can tell.

102. HON. He held, that a man might follow
the vices as well as the virtues of the pilgrims;
and that if he did both, he should be certainly
saved.

GREAT-HEART. How! if he had said, It is
possible for the heart to be guilty of the vices,
as well as to partake of the virtues of pilgrims,
he could not much have been blamed; for in-
deed we are exempted from no vice absolutely,
but on condition that we watch and strive.3¢
But this, I perceive, is not the thing; but if I
understand you right, your meaning is, that he
was of that opinion, that it was allowable so to
be.

103. HON. Aye, aye, so I mean; and so he
believed and practised.

104. GREAT-HEART.
had he for his so saying?

But what ground

105. HON. Why, he said he had the Scrip-
ture for his warrant.

106. GREAT-HEART. Pr’ythee, Mr. Hon-
est, present us with a few particulars.

107. HON. So I will. He said, To have to do
with other men’s wives, had been practised by
David, God’s beloved; and therefore he could
do it. He said, To have more women than one,
was a thing that Solomon practised; and there-
fore he could do it. He said, That Sarah and the
godly midwives of Egypt lied, and so did saved
Rahab; and therefore he could do it. He said,
That the disciples went at the bidding of their
Master, and took away the owner’s ass; and
therefore he could do so too. He said, That
Jacob got the inheritance of his father in a way

35 . . .
Self-will ever accompanies ignorance of our-

selves, and of the truth; and is generally attended
with licentious principles and practices.

% This is a solid, scriptural definition: pray mind it.
Here conditions may safely be admitted; and happy
is the Christian who keeps closest to these condi-
tions, in order to enjoy peace of conscience, and joy
of heart in Christ.
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of guile and dissimulation; and therefore he
could do so t00.37

108. GREAT-HEART. Highly base! indeed.
And you are sure he was of this opinion?

109. HON. I have heard him plead for it,
bring Scripture for it, bring argument for it, &c.

110. GREAT-HEART. An opinion that is
not fit to be with any allowance in the world.

111. HON. You must understand me rightly.
He did not say that any man might do this; but
that those that had the virtues of those that did
such things, might also do the same.

112. GREAT-HEART. But what more false
than such a conclusion? for this is as much as
to say, that because good men heretofore have
sinned of infirmity, therefore he had allowance
to do it of a presumptuous mind; or if, because
a child by the blast of the wind, or for that it
stumbled at a stone, fell down, and defiled it-
self in mire, therefore he might willfully lie
down and wallow like a boar therein. Who
could have thought that anyone could so far
have been blinded by the power of lust? But
what is written must be true: They “stumble at
the Word, being disobedient; whereunto also
they were appointed”.

His supposing that such may have the godly
men’s virtues, who addict themselves to their
vices, is also a delusion as strong as the other.
It is just as if the dog should say, I have, or may
have, the qualities of the child, because I lick
up its stinking excrements. To eat up the sin of
God’s people, is no sign of one that is pos-
sessed with their virtues. Nor can I believe,
that one that is of this opinion, can at present
have faith or love in him. But I know you have
made strong objections against him; pr’ythee,
what can he say for himself?

113. HON. Why, he says, To do this by way
of opinion, seems abundance more honest,
than to do it, and yet hold contrary to it in
opinion.

7 That heart, which is under the teaching and in-
fluence of the grace of God, will detest such horrid
notions, and cry out against them, God. forbid that
ever I should listen one moment to such diabolical
sentiments! for they are hatched in hell, and propa-
gated on earth by the father of lies.
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114. GREAT-HEART. A very wicked an-
swer; for though to let loose the bridle to lusts,
while our opinions are against such things, is
bad; yet, to sin, and plead a toleration so to do,
is worse. The one stumbles beholders acciden-
tally, the other pleads them into the snare.

115. HON. There are many of this man’s
mind, that have not this man’s mouth; and that
makes going on pilgrimage of so little esteem
as it is.

116. GREAT-HEART. You have said the
truth, and it is to be lamented; but he that
feareth the King of Paradise, shall come out of
them all.

117. CHRIST. There are strange opinions in
the world; I know one that said, It was time
enough to repent when they come to die.

118.GREAT-HEART

Such are not over wise. That man would have
been loath, might he have had a week to run
twenty miles in for his life, to have deferred
that journey to the last hour of that week.

119, HON. You say right; and yet the gener-
ality of them, that count themselves pilgrims,
do indeed do thus. I am, as you see, an old
man, and have been a traveler in this road
many a day; and I have taken notice of many
things. 38

I have seen some that have set out as if they
would drive all the world afore them, who yet
have, in few days, died as they in the wilder-
ness, and so never got sight of the promised
land.

I have seen some that have promised nothing,
at first setting out to be pilgrims, and that one
would have thought could not have lived a day,
that have yet proved very good pilgrims.

I have seen some who have run hastily for-
ward, that again have, after a little time, run as
fast just back again.

* Pray attentively mind, and deeply consider, the
six following observations: they are .just; they are
daily confirmed to our observation in the different
conduct of professors. Study, and pray to improve
them, to your soul’s profit.

66

I have seen some who have spoken very well of
a pilgrim’s life at first, that, after a while, have
spoken as much against it.

I have heard some, when they first set out for
Paradise, say positively there is such a place;
who when they have been almost there, have
come back again, and said there is none.

I have heard some vaunt what they would do,
in case they should he opposed, that have, even
at a false alarm, fled faith, the pilgrim’s way,
and all.

The Report of Robbers in the Way

120. Now, as they were thus in their way,
there came one running to meet them, and
said, Gentlemen, and you of the weaker sort, if
you love life, shift for yourselves, for the rob-
bers are before you.

121. GREAT-HEART. Then said Mr. Great-
heart, They be the three that set upon Little-
faith heretofore. Well, said he, we are ready for
them; so they went on their way. Now, they
looked at every turning, when they should have
met with the villains; but whether they heard
of Mr. Great-heart, or whether they had some
other game, they came not up to the Pilgrims.39

Potes:

¥ Tt is a blessed thing to take every alarm, and to
be on our guard. Hereby many dangers are
avoided, and many evils prevented. “Watch,” is the
word of the Captain of our salvation.



