“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make His paths straight.”

Mark 1:3
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O Jubilee!

Just to permit me to share “The Greatest Story”
To confess that “Thine is the Kingdom, and The Power and The Glory”,

O my dear Father in Thy heaven above
I prostrate amazed in the presence of love.
For myself no desire for fortune or fame
Let me live and die to praise Thy name.
And after these 50 YEARS in the way
Please by Thy hand may we never stray.
But simply to the Cross for now we cling
Till finally into Thy presence we all will bring
What crowns, and by Thee, what success
To lay them down and then to possess
Those words of longing and burning desire
As refined by the gold’s cleansing fire.
“Well done my child, the table is spread!”
And into Thy presence the faithful are led.

O Jubilee! How long I pray
Just any moment, Yes, just any day!

-Ronnie Williamson



Personal Message

My PErRsONAL
MEssaAaGETO You

Dear Friends: this may be the glad yearwhen
The Lord in His love and grace allowslesus shall come and catch
us those special occasions in which waway His waiting bride. “Watch
can indeed be thankful. This issue marigd Pray!”
such atime as this. | pray that 2003 will _
begin a season of greater surrender to AS You see, | am now in
our Lord’s glory, producing much frujt ngland. Due to a change of
to His honor and praise. Therangements, | had to sail
I . on another boat (other than

opportunities are available and the Holy, Queen Elizabeth) and had
Spiritis moving in the hearts of men, go via Nova Scotia which
around the world. | pray The Voice inyade myjourney verylong, and
the Wilderness will be positioned, gidn't land here until
spiritually and financially to be and dapecember29 *: SpentChristmas
all the Lord wills. on the high seas of course. |

January 2003 marks the50" landed in Liverpool, went
year of publication forThe Voice in directly to Ilkeston where |
the Wildernessrou will enjoy, | know, held a service for the
reading Bro. Royce’s first “My Nazarenes there and then came

Personal Message” printed in par@nherewherelambusygetting
beIOW. arrangements made to goonto

Egypt.

Iwillleave England Sunday
and go to France, and there |
planto make an effortto cross
over into Spain and hold some
services there for about five
days. Persecutions are going
on in Spain against those who
preach the truth, and there
may be a chance that as | am
an American and Franco is
bidding for American dollars,

I might be permitted to hold

Birmingham, England
January 1 s, 1953

Dear Friends,

New Years greetings to you
all. [I] am sure you have had
a wonderful Christmas, and my
prayer for you all is that
Godshallrichly blessyouand
make the coming year the best
one you have ever known; and
letus be reminded hourly that

January 23

a few services in a house

somewhere. Atleastlamgoing
to try, for | have always
wanted to preach in Spain. |
will tell you more later as
to how | manage.

| expect to be in Egypt by
4 Idon’tknowjust
how long | will be there, or

what place | will go after
that. As there is so much

hatred and unrestinthat part
of the world. | will have to
go wherever God permits and

when He clearsthe way. | will

give you a full report in my
next newsletter which friends
in England will mail on to

you within a month.

Bro. Royce closed his letter with the

following:

Thisisalllwillhavetime
for now. Wish | could see you
all and enjoy some more good
sunshine and dry warm weather
- it is miserable here. God
bless you all. Pray for me

(Continued on page 12)

The Voice in the Wilderness is a nonprofit, independent incorporation, founded by Rev. Dr.
Royce Thomason D.P.D. Ph.D., evangelist and medical missionary. The organization is dedica
to the spreading of the whole gospel to the world, especially in foreign lands. The program consi
of building mission stations and schools, supporting the American missionaries and native pastg
providing needy students with room and board, administering medical and dental services free, &
preaching Christ to the lost. We are supported by the gifts of those who care. All gifts designat
by missions will go directly without any deductions. Contributions to The Voice in the Wildernes
for projects or to support the ministry of a missionary will be used as indicated by the dong
following approved policies and procedures. Gifts are tax deductible and should be made out to T
Voice in the WildernessThe Voice in the Wilderneddagazine is a fundamental publication,
published each month in behalf of the work of the Lord and the preservation of the liberties of o
United States. Printed material from other sources does not necessarily imply an endorsem
from this ministry. There is no subscription charge; all interested people of good will may have
copy sent regularly to their address simply by requesting it. Address all correspondence to Voice
the Wilderness, P.O. Box 7037, Asheville, NC 28802.
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Mission Spotlight

MISSION SPOTLIGHT
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INDIA - TOMB OF THE have boarded the first plane out. It wasven in the midst of great troubles. In
DEAD - CHURCH OF THE hard to get beyond the abject poverty,526 Babar, a Muslim warrior invaded
LIVING disease, and extreme conditions that tihedia from Afghanistan and established

Overwhelmed and oppressed. Thdmdian people had to deal with momerthe Mogul Empire. About 20 percent
describes the emotions of my first visiby moment. Just a brief year later wheof the Indian people became Muslims
to India. Seeing the poverty and diseaseeturned for my second visit thingsduring this period. We visited the
of the country of India is a life-changingappeared somewhat different. This tim@amous Taj Mahal (meaning “best of
experience, to say the least. The firgthe oppressors, political corruption, anduildings” in Persian), which houses the
time | visited India | was not preparedhe evident stranglehold by religiorbodies of Mogul emperor, Shah Jahan,
for the dynamics of such a captivatingpomed to the forefront. Initially, it wasand his favorite wife, Mumtaz-i-Mahal
culture and country. In just a few dayshe poverty and disease. Then | saf¥pride of the palace”), for whom the
there was this overwhelmingbeyond those deplorable conditions ttomb is named. Indians got in for 50
oppressiveness that was all consumingdpe many underlying causes. Theents, but we foreigners paid $15. The
If it had not been for the church servicegolitics, religion, and all the under-theguards at the entrance were very rude
and wonderful fellowship with the table dealings resulted in a ruling clage their paying customers. Yes, this white
believers in Calcutta, I'm sure | wouldjust getting richer at the expense anaharble feat of architecture is something
suffering of some of the poorest peoplt® see. However, | was more interested
in the world. My third visit to India in the church of the living instead of a

\l/ opened my eyes to an all-new dilemmé#&omb of the dead.
R~ Beyond the poverty and sickness, the What a joy to fellowship with and
e political corruption and enslavement opreach to the wonderful congregation

For Personal Correspondence, religion were the precious souls of meaf Faith Church and Bethel Church of
Contributions, Address Changes, |  and women, boys and girls, who needefijra, India. Hundreds gathered for our
New Subscriptions, the glorious life-giving message of JestRevival and Pastors Conference. The
HuSOC Christ. | confess, it should not havenultitude of smiling faces and
taken three trips half way around thenthusiastic handshakes were
world, but for me, it was not until therefreshing. Talk about a singing church.
third time that | could truly see the need hese folks lifted heart and voice in
in India is not technology, education, opraise to the King of Kings and Lord
economical; but as is for all the worldpf Lords. And the children as well as
“The Way, The Truth, and The Life” isyoung people radiated with such a
the only hope regardless of geographidaeautiful spirit. Then the friendliness of

Dr. Ronnie L. Williamson
Voice in the Wilderness
P.O. Box 7037
Asheville, NC 28802
Voice (828) 649-1043
Fax (828) 649-9784

For Personal Correspondence, location or station in this world. this congregation - everybody got a
Centuries of foreign invasion andyreeting that made you feel at home.
Dr. J. Royce Thomason civil disorder mark the history of India. These dear brothers and sisters put our
P.O. Box 210098 Throughout the middle ages, the IndiaAmerican hospitality to shame. Pastor
Dallas, TX 75211 people made incredible strides in arRatel has truly been used of the Lord to
(972) 298-5963 literature, mathematics, and science

(Continued on page 14)
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Religious News and Comments

AND COMMENTS

May'’s conference drew 3,800 pastorsssue mentioned was a safe environment
and this remark from a Saddlebacfor seniors as well as children of all ages.
executive pastor: “We’'re not talkingNote: “Bodily exercise profiteth little:
about doctrine. We're talking aboubut godliness is profitable unto all
how to do church in a way that meetthings...” 1 Tim. 4:8
people where their needs are.”
Saddleback has close ties with the %
1. CHINESE TEACHER SouthernBaptist Convention but keeps
SAYS AMERICA’S thisaffiliationvirtually invisible. Warren
GREATNESS IS BUILT ON hasdropped much of Southern Baptist
CHRISTIANITY - Foryears China culture-altar calls, Broadman hymnal,
has been trying to figure out exactly wheBunday school. Warren was a listed
makes America a great nation. Apeaker atthe recent SBC meeting, add REGISTRY OUTRAGE -
Chinese university professor said thdor liberal Robert H. Schuller a fewBelarus President Alexander
his countrymen came up with fouryears backCalvary Contender 12/02 Lukashenko on Halloween signed into

possible answers: America’s military law one of the most repressive religion
power and weaponry, its democratic — laws in all the former Soviet republics.
political system, the availability of goods 7 In effect, it establishes the Russian
and services under capitalism, or the a4 Orthodox Church as the favored state
type of culture that exists in the U.S. :’l.;'_:*} : religion. It bans activity by
However, they now realize that (:; --1; Y . g;‘: “unregistered” religious groups but
America’s greatness has been based on lf § | -ﬁ, Y makes it nearly impossible for minority
a culture built on Christianity. The - ,f{w t‘.r religious groups to regist&orld 11/02
professor also indicated that according s

to an official governmentestimate,ther8. E X E R C 1 S I N G
are 20 million registered believers iFFAITHFULLY - Better Homes
China-and that sociologists believand Gardens 12/0ih their Health
there are between 25 and 30 million ieection featured an article on churches
non-registered churcheésyape Press across America opening up fithess
12/02 centers to provide strength of body as
well as soul. One observation was the
2. RICK WARREN’S preservation of “an atmosphere
PURPOSE-DRIVEN conducivetoeachchurch'svalues.” “Irs. NO RISK-NO OBEDIENCE
CHURCH - Christianity Today 11/ the secular world, the attire and theThis is not a criticism, but hopefully an
02 has a 7-page article on Ricknusicis notalways what you want youencouragement to think. Recently it was
Warren’s Saddleback Communityfamily to be exposed to. You can comstated to me, “We don’t support
Church (Calif)-a seeker-sensitivein here and it's what you would wanthational and indigenous missionaries
purpose-driven mega-churchyour family to be a part of,” reportedbecause accountability is almost
Thousands of pastors flock to his annutthe fitness director at Second Baptisinpossible, and you will create a welfare
Purpose-Driven conferences. Lasthurch in Houston, Texas. Another

(Continued on page 5)
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Religious News and Comments

(Continued from page 4) the 10-40 Window. This areagctually use the guillotine or the sword
mentality. These are valid observationgncompasses China, India, and mugg carry out the death penalty. But the
however, to have a set policy to nevesf the Middle East. There are over 2 utcome is the same. Twelve states and
support national or indigenous pastotsillion people in China and India alonethe District of Columbia have no death
is equivalent to disobedience. How i&s\merican Missionaries can Notpenalty.

that, you ask? Take, for example, th@ffectively reach this area oftheworld. Some people picture God as a God
countries where American missionarie$hey would not be legally allowed toof holy justice in the Old Testament who
are not permitted or where gospel workonduct Gospel ministry in many of thewitches to a God of Holy love in the
cannot be legally conducted. Yet theountries of the 10-40 Window. Jesusjew Testament. But “Jesus Christis the
Bible tells us to go into the “uttermostold us to take the Gospel to thgame yesterday, today, and forever”
part of the earth.” China and Indiauttermost part of the earth.” How canHebrews 13:8). He is not a sweet New
alone have over 2 %2 billion people, angle obey the Lord’s command whemestament version of a harsh Old
without support national pastors andmerican Missionaries are not allowedrestament God.

missionaries obedience to the Greag go? The answer is simple; we must The New Testament reveals God's
Commission cannot be achieved. Torsupport National Pastors anharshestactof judgmentand his greatest

Marshall, director of Nationals Missionaries.” act of mercy. They happened at the
Outreach Worldwide states: “Only same time-on the cross.
those who support National Missiong. CAPITAL PUNISHMENT - God's justice and love are both

can truly say that they are reaching th@/here did the death penalty get thgderfect and everlasting. In all murder
world with the glorious Gospel of Christname? “CAPital” comes from the Latincases we should do exactly what He
Fifty percent of the world’s populationword caput which means “head.” That'says. Genesis 9:6; Numbers 35:31;
has never heard a clear presentationwhere the word “decapitate” cameromans 1&od's World News 12/02
the Gospel. Seventy-five percent ofrom. It means to “dehead” (behead)
those who have never heard of Jesgemeone. The United States doesn’t
and His love live in what is known as

A Uery Special Note

Thank the Lord for faithful, courageous pioneers who have gone before us carrying the Light of the Glispel to
this lost world. Sophia Muller ranks among those who risked all to take the name of Jesus into the unchartq@ frontie
As many of you already know, it was through Sophie’s sister and niece that we made important contajls in oul
relocation to Asheville, North Carolina. Barbara Kiefer (Sophie’s niece) and husband George has asjgted Tht
Voice in the Wilderness on many occasions and in November 2002 we received the following note:

Dear Ronnie, Terry, and Dr. Thomason:

On October 18 my husband, George Kiefer, died. He had a version of ALS and heart and respjatory
problems. He fell about 10 days before he died and fractured his shoulder. Because of all his problfims anc
being so fragile, he physically couldnt rally again. His family was at his bedside when he took his lastj@reath.

George was a fine and good man, who told his daughter two days before his death not to cry Jecause
God had a plan for him. He was a strong Christian and was ready to leave this world. Each ond@of his
children and grandchildren spoke at the Memorial Service, and we sang that hymn, “Fight the Good gight.”
It was a powerful service, and all of us will miss his humor, quick mind, and kindness. It has been an ejgremely
difficult time. He was such an important part of our lives.

Barbara Kiefer

Our prayers go out to this dear family!

January 2003 Voice in the Wilderne3s



God’s Theater of War...

4 : D

gy. GOD'S THEATER OF WAR IN
s THE CONFEDERATE CAMPS

_ Y,

Chapter 3 of this tabernacle be dissolved, we haaeprayer life. Once, in the heat of battle,

(Continued) a building of God, an house not madé&ackson was noted to have ridden to
with hands, eternal in the heaver.”the front lines, in a spirit of prayer, found

Stonewall Jackson It was with great confidence in thehe chaplain, and said to him, “The rear

Just as Robert E. Lee’s testimonpower of God that Jackson left hiss your place, sir, now, and prayer your
reached many, General Stonewallome for, not only the political business*® Hence, the chaplain
Jackson’s life testified of the peace thddattlefield, but also the battlefield ofdeparted the fierce battle to take up the
can only be found in Christ. Jackson’souls. cause with the Heavenly Captain.
witness for Christ spread throughout his  Jackson quickly impacted souls for ~ Not only did Jackson’s spiritual life
army career in Mexico before the CivilChrist by urging colporteurs to enter higiffect his authority as a general, but also
War, to the common soldier’s life in hiscamps and abundantly distribute gospebnvicted many who witnessed his
Confederate Army, and continued evetnacts and printed copies of the Biblesincere faith in God. One night after a
after the war in his Negro SundayAfter granting a colporteur permissiorbattle, a major went to Jackson’s tent.
schools. to distribute Bibles within the camp,Upon seeing him on his knees, he

During the time of the signing of theJackson expressed his heart's desiwaited outside. After thirty minutes,
Peace Treaty, Jackson fully committethat the “men should be not only goodackson still on his knees, the major
his life to serving GoéAfter the war, soldiers of their country, but also goodhquired of the servant if perhaps the
he became a professor at Virginiaoldiers of the Crosg? Jackson, as aGeneral had fallen asleep. The servant
Military Institute. His Christian characterGeneral in the Confederate armyassured the major that Jackson was
was clearly evident as it was said “...nobviously wanted his men to valiantlyfervent in prayer, and rightly so, one
professor ever had to a higher degrédight in battle, yet, clearly, he desiredour later, Jackson rose from his praying
the confidence and respect of the caddtsat all men serve God first as faithfuknees and received the humbled
for his unbending integrity andbelievers. major
fearlessness in the discharge of his Chaplain Jones believed thatthe The Lieutenant Ewell, who
duty.”™* While Jackson was not inphrase “Lord, what wilt Thou have mewitnessed the prayers of Jackson one
active duty, he was an active membéo do?” guided Jackson’s life. Each stepight, recounted a similar experience.
and deacon at Dr. W. S. White’svas marked through his constant prayéifter seeing Jackson pleading through
Presbyterian Church. He served astines. His personal servant noted marguch fervent prayer for God's guidance
committed deacon as well as a teacheccasions when Jackson would spernid the battle to come, Ewell declared,
of a young men’s Sunday school clasmany minutes in prayer the night beforéf that is religion, | must have it.” Only

It was during this time betweena battle was to begin. Soldiers withira few days later did Ewell make a public
1855 and 1861 that Jackson saw thes campaign also witnessed Jacksgarofession of faith and attributed his
need for the religious training of Negrgraying before and even in the midst afhange to the testimony of General
slaves® As a master of slaves in théattles** Jackson illustrated thisJacksort®
South, Jackson consistently invitedonstant life of prayer the followingway  Even though some eyes were
Negroes into his home for family prayewhen asked of the subject: opened to spiritual truths upon seeing
meetings. After some time, he had so  “When we take our meals there igackson praying, others less sensitive
many Negroes coming to pray that hgrace, and when | take a draught a@b spiritual things did not understand
began an organized meeting outside ofater, | always pause to lift up my headackson’s urgency in seeking God’s will
his home¥” With 100 students andto God in thanks for the water of life for every battle. These individuals would
twelve teachers, he began his Negend when | go to my classroom angrobably have determined him “cra#y”
Sunday school class, which continueawait the coming of the cadets [referrings one author did, at seeing him pacing
through and after the wé&r. to his time spent at Virginia Military and mumbling in the woods. On the

It was a strong devotion to God thanstitute] that is my time to pray for themother hand, those who knew the heart
Jackson carried with him into the CivilAnd so with every other act of theof Jackson, immediately understood his
War. The night before he left his wifeday.™? ceaseless praying and would simply see
for war, they read together Il Corinthians  Many who came in contact with
5, “For we know, if our earthly houseGeneral Jackson often witnessed such

6 «Voice in the Wildernesslanuary 2003
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God’s Theater of War...

(Continued from page 6) the gospel message into the cafips. were evident over all the Confederate
a man of God quietly pleading for the camps, and men like Chaplain James
will of God. Such was Jackson’s Jeb Stuart Marks testified of the dramatic events
ceaseless life of prayer. General Jeb Stuart also followedhat took place in the camps. He told

Comfortingly, Jackson’s abidingthe lead of his co-patriots and led hisf the discouragement that was present
faith led him through the arduous Battlenen in giving praise where it was du@mong the troops in the aftermath of the
of Chancellorsville, yet God's for their successin battle. Stuart's praidérst Battle of Bull Run. For
faithfulness also proved His sovereigntyo God was recorded quite vividly inencouragement, Marks called for a
as the General received a fatal wounshe report to General Lee concerninggligious service. Through his preaching
given by a misguided bullet of his owrthe battle at Leesburg. Stuart stated the peace that can be found through
troops. Following Jackson’s example;Believing that the hand of God wagChrist, hundreds of men came to
troops gathered the day after battle amtbarly manifest in the signal deliveranc€hrist>®
gave thanks to God for the victd¥y. of my command from danger andthe Many who witnessed the revival
With great pleading, though, Generatrowning success attending it, | ascribeeetings affirmed the testimonies of the
Lee, upon hearing of his great assistants Him the praise, the honour and thenany men who accepted Christ. B. T.
plight, declared, “If | have ever prayedylory.”? Lacy detailed that 1,000 conversions
in my life, I have pleaded withthe Lord ~ Stuart also, as vigorously agvere witnessed in September of 1863
that Jackson might be spared to tis."Jackson, desired that his men comeio the second and third Corps of
Even while the doctors desperately tried personal relationship with Christ. H/irginia, while in excess of 15,000 men
to save Jackson, God was calling hiselcomed preachers of the gospel initd the Northern Virginia army gave a
name. As death drew close, Jacksdiis camps with prayers that many of higersonal testimony of accepting Christ
declared that even if he could replacenen would be changed through thi 1863
the arm the doctors had removed, rehared gospel. Stuart’s belief that “the  Testimonies of these conversions
would not unless he knew it to be God'salling of a clergyman” was “the noblestvere usually recognized during the many
will. ° As he grew worse, he remaineth which any human being can engagetevival meetings held in the camps. As
calm in the grace of God, andhowed his true Christian character ddr. Stiles reported, 1200 to 1500 men
comforted his wife, asking her to praycommitment to the gosp#l. could be seen attending these
for him, but remembering to conclude  As with Jackson, Stuart remainedneetings?All types of services were
her prayer with “Thy will be don€?® in the peace of God as he suffered fromsed during the war, including
Sadly, just days later, Lee would confest mortal wound received in his servicépreaching and Sunday school, prayer
remarks over the death of Jacksowf the Confederacy. At his death, heneeting and Bible classes, enquiry,
while continuing in the same faith thasaid, “God grant that they may bexhortation and singing meetings.”
had kept his friend strong. Hesuccessful. But I must be prepared fdrhrough these services, many men felt
proclaimed that the Confederate Armgnother world.* While passing into compelled to surrender to God, yet
would stand fast with “...unshakerthat other “world,” as Stuart hadChaplain J. Monroe intently worked to
confidence in God as our hope antequested, Rev. Dr. Peterkin sanieep the services quiet and reverent so
strength.®* Even in Jackson’s death;‘Rock of Ages,* and then General Jedhat there was “no getting up an
more souls came closer to the etern8tuart was truly “safe from wrath” andexcitement.® He, along with other

comfort of the Father. “made whole”. chaplains, determined to make sure that
What exciting testimonies have beethe soldiers made a truly committed
John Gordon recorded in the history pages of thdecision not just participated in a

After Stonewall Jackson’s deathChristian heritage! One can easily sgligious experience. Dr. Stiles also
General John B. Gordon became thH®ow thousands of Confederate’s livegxpressed upon having several men
commanding officer of his troops.were spiritually affected by the cleabecome quite loud over their
Although the soldiers had lost theitestimonies of chaplains, colporteurs;onversion, that he sent them out of the
incomparable leader, General Gordoand Confederate leaders. Thedauilding for “rest and meditation” so as
carried on the strong Christian witnestestimonies quickly lit the revivals thatot to incite others to indulge in
in the camp. He was quite concernespread throughout the Confederat@motionalisntAlthough some people
for the spiritual affairs of his men. Sacamps, influencing soldiers to accept@id revel in this type of excitement, a
much so, that he wrote Dr. A. Epersonal faith in Christ. genuine spirit inevitably pervaded,
Dickinson, Superintendent of Army especially under the direction of certain
Colportage, as to why missionaries aridevival Fires in the Confederate Campinisters, such as Chaplain Monroe.
preachers were not being sentintothe The Richmond Christian Revival meetings were usually
camps. Just as Jackson desired to ska@vocateannounced, “Not for yearsdirected by a resident or visiting
his men saved, General Gordohas such a revival prevailed in the
determined to do all he could to bringConfederate State&/The revival fires

(Continued on page 11)
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FrRoMm HERE AND THERE

Churchill the winner. The top three wergqughingstock.” - What are your

followed by Charles Darwin, William thoughts about a well-trained, armed

Shakespeare, Isaac Newton, Elizabegiiot on every flight?America’s *
I, John Lennon, Horatio Nelson angcreedom 10/02

Oliver Cromwell. Is this a commentary
on today'’s perspective of history and
the value or impact of certain persons
on history?

WHO IS NANCY PELOSI? -
She is the new minority leader in the
U.S. House. Agape Press 11/02 reports

PRESIDENT BUSH has signed

that the House Democrats have chosen into law a bill reaffirming references to
Nancy Pelosi, who represents the liberal God in the Pledge of Allegiance and
San Francisco area, as their standard- national motto. - Without comment,

bearer, making her the firstwoman tAIR. MARSHAL MANIA - Bush signed the legislation supporting
lead a political party on Capitol Hill. HerRecent revelations show an even mofge words “under God” in the pledge
predecessor, Dick Gephardt opressing need for arming commerciadnd “In God We Trust” as the national
Missouri, says he is confident Pelosi wilairline pilots. According tdJSA motto. The measure was approved
lead the party to control of the Hous@ ODAY, the air marshal program is sinanimously in the Senate and drew just
in the 2004 elections. But conservativbeset with problems that at least 8f\/e no votes from House Democrats.
columnist Cal Thomas has a differenarshals have quit in recent monthgongress rushed to act after a federal
take on Pelosi's selection, calling it théthers are considering a class-actiaippeals court panel in California ruled
second major Republican victory in leskawsuit over working conditions theythat the phrase “under God” -inserted
than ten days. Thomas calls her votinigar put travelers at risk. Among thento the pledge by Congress in 1954 -
record in Congress “a classic in liberd0 SA Todayfindings: 1.) Hiring violated separation of church and state.
profiling,” noting her 100% rating from standards since Sept. 11, 2001, hagforcement of the ruling has been
both the liberal Americans forbeen lowered dramatically; 2.) Ngpostponed pending a rehearing by the
Democratic Action and the Nationalonger must applicants pass a difficulfyll court. Agape Press 11/02

Abortion and Reproductive Rightsmarksmanship course that used to be
Action League. And he says Pelosi anithe make-or-break test; 3.) Many new
the rest of her wing of the Democratidires were given guns and badges and
Party “would rather be left thanput aboard flights before extensive
president.” background checks were completed,;
PRINCESS DIANA - the greatest 4.) Despite the undercover nature of the
ever Briton? Can you believe itAvork, officials have implemented a
Princess Diana was barely beat out ress code that marshals worr MOKE AND CARBON
Winston Churchill as the greatest evadentifies them to terrorists. “ThisuseqGMONOXIDE ALARMS -
Briton. The Princess came in third plact be an elite, great group,” one marshajomeowners are advised to install
in arecent BBC poll out of 100 namesvho joined the program just after themoke alarms on each level of the home
listed just under Victorian engineeterrorist attacks, toltUSA TODAY

Isambard Kingdom Brunel and WinstoriNow they’ve turned this into a (Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

outside sleeping areas and to change

batteries annually, as well as keep tf
alarm clean. Carbon monoxide
detectors should be installed in ever
home outside main sleeping area. The
were nearly 400,000 house fires in th
U.S. during year 2001. These item
would help you to protect your family.
Better Homes and Gardens 12/02

NOVEMBER 2002 ELECTIONS

- The runaway victor in the 2002
elections was the Republican Part
More particularly, the champion was
President George W. Bush himself. Fg
the first time in 50 years, Republican|
ended up in control of both houses ¢
Congress and the White House. Th
2002 elections also saw Republicar
win 20 out of 36 state governor race
And voters made a variety of othe
decisions in individual states. In botl|
Arizona and Nevada voters said
strong no to legalizing marijuana. Ir
Florida they said yes to a ban o

smoking in most work places and\
restaurants. Some voters actually chogg

to keep paying certain taxesod’s
World News 12/02

HARRY POTTER - TOOL OF
THE SUBTLE ONE - What more
do we need to say about Harry Potte
With the new movie came this revie
by the liberal media describing thg
difference between the first movie an
the current production. The analysi
used the words “darker” and “scarier
to depict the new Harry Potter movig
The reviewer stated, “This installmen
is darker and scarier.” - The world doeg
know what is going on! \_

1.

2.

»

. Laughter is like changing a baby’s diaper - it doesn’t permanently

Nuggets of
Gold

When a man has climbed high on the ladder of success, quite
some of his friends begin to shake the ladder.

Some people may still have their first dollar, but the man who is re
wealthy is the fellow who still has his first friend.

pften

ally

The man who really wants to do something finds a way; the otherjman

finds an excuse.
Our aim should be service, not success.

Smiless the longest word in the world. There’s a “mile” between the

first and the last letters in the word.

Wisdom is divided into two parts - having a great deal to say, angl not

saying it.
To keep young, stay around young people. To get old, try to kee
with them.

Old age is that period when a man is too old to take advice but y
enoughto give it.

A fanatic is one who can’t change his opinions and won’t changg
subject.

pup

bung

2 the

any problems, but it makes things more acceptable for awh@ )

underwater observatories great clumps of coral are already growing
large anchor chains! This has certainly not taken millions of years.

Tolve

around 180 feet. At this growth rate, the entire reef could be explairgd in
less than four thousand years - which fits the Biblical date of the Mesd
the Bible can be trusted from its very first verse!

- ANSWERS IN GENESIS MINISTRIES INTERNATIONKL
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Jubilee Special - 50 Years and Counting

50 YEARS and COUNTING

Fifty years ago marked a dramatic turn in the moral values of most communities throughout Americ
Sure things had changed even before 1950, but up until then, Christian values had remained dominant
church attendance, revival meetings, the “Blue Law” requiring commercial stores to be closed on Sunday
well as prayer and Bible reading to open the school day.

The perversions and profanities paraded about today as to be the norm were considered illegal and imm
Televisions and air travel were limited and rare for most while microwave cooking, dishwashers, home A/
fast food establishments, shopping malls, FM radio, computers, and rock and roll music were not yet
American scene. Justfifty years America, and yes the world, has changed.

1948 & 1950

1950’s

1950’s

1950’s

1957

1960’s & 1970's

1960’s & 1970’s

1980’s

1980’s & 1990's

Christ.

The World and National Councils of Churches founded, respectively.
New Evangelicalism takes a dramatic upswing.
Billy Graham refused an invitation by the liberal New York City Ministerial Association.

Later the Fundamental Ministerial Association extended an invitation. Graham accepte
providing a joint sponsorship of fundamentalists and liberals.

Billy Graham announced his “inclusive policy.” Shortly he would use men who denied
the deity of Christ. Soon Billy Graham refused to be called a Fundamentalist.

Remember the “Jesus People”? Agree or not, this is an interesting statement by Dav
Wilkerson in his boolSet The Trumpet to Thy MouthiOne of the reasons God’s
Spirit was lifted from the Jesus Movement....was their refusal to forsake their old
music. They gave up pot, heroin, alcohol, promiscuous sex, and they even gave L
perverted lifestyles. But they refused to give up their beloved rock....its hold is stronge
than drugs, alcohol, or tobacco. It is the biggest mass addiction in the world’s
history....rock music, as used and performed in Christian circles, is of the same satan
seed as that which is called punk, heavy metal, and is performed in devilish rock concel
worldwide.”

The charismatic movement is gaining momentum.
Financial and sex scandals plague Charismatics, New Evangelicals, and Fundamentali

The New Age Movement gains attention.

“Next month we will recap someositive events over the ladifty years that furthered the Gospel of

XN
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God’s Theater of War...

(Continued from page 7) conversion experiences and th

~

chaplain. Upon a soldier accepting Blessings of revival. One soldier wrote
personal relationship with Christ, hethat | have profest [sic] of my sins anc
then chose the denomination that H&m going to gine [sic] the church an
wished to join. Sometimes manybe baptized™ Imagine the flood of joy
chaplains would work together inthat filled many hearts upon receivin
directing services. Therefore, on manguch a testimonial. More emphaticall
occasions, a soldier could express toagine the changes experienced
the appropriate chaplain that he wishdebmes upon the return of soldiers at tf
to join his denomination. When awar’s end. Bennett wrote in his boo:]
chaplain could not be located for a corg#velve years after the war that the frui
of soldiers, many attested that thef revival are endless. Hundreds ¢
revival still invaded these areas as welthurchgoers attributed their “spiritua
One soldier wrote that they still haddirth” to a battlefield revival. Bennett
revival in their camp through theirconcluded that the Confederate soldie
“comrade in arms.” Those professingimply laid down their sword of
conversion in a camp without a chaplaionfederate cause for the sword ¢
or without the preferred denominatiorisod’s truth. Truly, the “strongest proof
simply had to wait until a chaplain visitecdf the genuineness of the Army Revival|
to join a denominatioff. can be seeft.

Many times soldiers also had to wait Rebekah Williamson
for a visiting chaplain in order to be (Conclusion - nextissue)
baptlZEd AP HlII’S trOOpS, Whlle 34 [CHAPTER 3]_M.L,Wi||liam5_on_. The_ Life of General Stonewall Jackson
marching to Gettysburg, stopped at th@ g siog s
Antietam River for a praise and prayey icuarrer 2 id. so.
WorShIp tlme Wlth a Chaplaln On Jun% [E::SIE::]];;::;?\ The Life of General Stonewall Jackson, 50.
29, 1863, fourteen men were baptizeecmserer i, 0.

before continuing along the battle}cr°Ter 3 sones 3.
road .65 [CHAPTER 3] Jones, 88.

) . . 42 [CHAPTER 3] Williamson, The Life of General Stonewall Jackson, 59.
With so many conversions takingf? craeter s jones, o2.
place, historians have been unable 1d 75 0 e o
identify the exact numbers that were craerer 31 sones, .
converted. This is especially due to thig!c°Ter 3l somson. 105
. . .. [CHAPTER 3] Ibid., 104.
fact that chaplains during the Civil Walks cunprer 31 sones, so
were not required to record the’crprerani, wo.
conversion they witnessEHAISO sl o 1or
faCtO I’I n g | ntO th e estl m ate 0f53 [SVHAPEERE] [iz;\éig,)B;rgl;e,Jeb Stuart: The Last Cavalier (New York:
. INgs BOOKS, D .
Confederate conversions are th€cupererswia. 240
prisoners who accepted Christ while iFf cusrich s whiarson e e s uas (uingr
a Union prison. Beardsley records thatcraerer 3 i, 1ss.
the rising evangelist, D. L. Moody,*(GarrenFrankcrene Seacsiy Aston ofamerican Revivls
VlSlted Camp Doug|aS, a Un'on pr'SOW[CHAPTER 3] Keith J. Hardman, Seasons of Refreshing: Evangelism

and Revivals in America(Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994), 186.

Camp y On many OccaSIO nS . M OOd% [CH_APTI_ER 3] Sidney J. quer, Religion in the Rebel Ranks (New York:
teStIerd that regularly' thlrty to fOf'ty men University Press of America, 1983), 114.

. 60 [CHAPTER 3] Ibid., 116.
would be saved each night that hecuaprer 3.
visited®” Respectfully, some estimatgs c+aeters)oid.
. [CHAPTER 3] Ibid.,
that 150,008 conversions took place,ss ¢, uprer 5 .
while others conservatively state® cuerera i,
9 [CHAPTER 3] Ibid.,
100,000° Confederate troOPSe qiren s oo 26
converted durlng the war. 68 [CHAPTER 3] Hardman, 191.
While historical records cannot, e Arterairomer. 122
. [CHAPTER 3] Ibid., 119.
prove the exaCt number Who recelveﬁi[CHAPTER 3] William W. Bennett, A Narrative of The Great Revival
salvation, neither can records Show the B S e e Ve sprinie
life changing affects such arevival placed "' 1999 427
upon the lives of those in the South.

HOW MUCH OF THE
WORD IS GETTING
INTO YOU?

“Scripture memorization is a logt
art. | found out why. | spent over
six months asking people the
following questions. ‘Would you te
me from memory John 3:16
‘Could you quote the Lord’'s
Prayer?’ ‘Can you tell me some pr
all of the 23 (shepherd’s) Psalm¥’
Over the months | made an amaz
discovery. spoke to people from
all walks of life, from non-
Christians to Christian
bookstore employees, who
handle every kind of Bible
imaginable. Nearly every persop
did the same thing: they quoted the
King James. But many of these
people do not read the King Jamgs.
They read other Bible version
Why then are they quoting the King
James Bible? It's an establishgd
fact: people quote the last versipn
they memorized. These people
stopped memorizing when they
switched Bibles! Why did they st
memorizing?About every two
years the modern translations
change (The NIV is notorious fo
this.) And in the churches, pastars
regularly switch Bible version
when they preach. Since they dop’t
have anything clear and consistént
to memorize, they stop trying. But
there is a translation that stays
same: the King James Bible! An

James. Just read your Bible out |
each day and write down your
favorite verses. You will begin t
notice how much scripture you
remembering. It's important ho
much you are getting into the Word.
Even more important - how mugh
of the Word is getting into you!
(David W. Daniels)-copied from
The Angelus

Many letters were sent home telling of
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Personal Message

(Continued from page 2)
my lovely bride and I. On May 6, 1973,

Ronnie Williamson and Terry Little
were united in “marriage covenant.”
What a beautiful occasion it was as two
in Christ became one. | used the word
(marriage) covenant instead of
(marriage) contract very deliberately. A
contract may imply distrust and lack ofyay
total commitment. A covenant is built
upon trust and commitment. This trust Had some early spring
and commitment is in Christ given unto flowers pressed in
one another in the marriage union. And me.
now after 30 years, my wife and |

I got a chuckle out of that “greencelebrate the joyous blessing ofUNE
back” statement; and for many yeardemonstrating this heavenly relationship
now, faithful supporters have indee@hrist has with each saint through our
sentin the “green backs.” Thanks is dygonderful union here on earth. She is

to all our friends and partners fofndeed my help-meet, partner in thg v.
. . o ministry and best friend all in Christ!

standing with The_ Voice in the Soyou see, this is a special year.

Wilderness over thesiity plus years. Fifty years for The Voice in the

Let me also express appreciation for aliyilderness fifty years for me AUGUST Il be glad to get

the Christmas cards, letters opersonally, and our 30" wedding outofthissuitcase.

encouragement, and gifts for 2002. Younniversary. Please indulge us a bit < ooodioh

kindness and generosity is so verg‘c celebration. Jubilee, Jubilee, it's SEPTEMBEHLS 900d 10 be out
recious. oing to be a happy Jubilee. Jubilee, L o

P Jubilee, it's all because of Jesus ate  these

) newspapers and

The Lord has graciously alloweadon tyou seet magazines on top of
this humble work to touch lives around For Christ and Souls, me.
the world during this brief period. Yes, Ronnie Wiliamson ,
brief as a vapor, yet eternally lasting OCTOBER Sl‘mib;%“gzz';ka“d
results for which we say Hallelujah! e '

It seems only yesterday that | was '{ii
a little boy in eastern North Carolina.
Only in dreams could that child havganuARY A busy time for me.
envisioned traveling this world over to Most of the family
see far away places and experience the decided to read me
diversity of so many nations, and through this year.
kindreds, and peoples, and tongues. Theykeptmebusy for
That has been my privilege and blessing the first two weeks.
over the past dozen years. They have forgotten

Lord willing, this July | will celebrate me Now.
my 50" birthday and along with the 50

My owner was
appointed leader of
something and used
me. | got to go to
church for the first

time this year,
Easter Sunday.

and write when you can. My
mail will be forwarded from
the address below, and if any
offerings are ever enclosed,
they should be eitheringreen
back itself, or by personal
check.

| have a few green
Yours for Souls, stains on my pages.
Rev. J. Royce Thomason
Birmingham, England

I'm stuffed full of
newspaper clippings
from the daughter’'s
wedding.

went in the
suitcase today for
vacation.

=)

DIARY OF A BIBLE NOVEMBEREey, I'm back on the
end table. The
preacher must be

coming by.
DECEMBER'mM back among the

Christmasdecorations

and nativity scene.

JANUARY Here we go again!

birthday ofThe Voice in the Wilderness o1 o/ Ry owner used me for
. . X Y. =5 )2 CCEE=

we dedicate this dubilee year. He had anargumentat EPITAPH IN A i‘;AVEYARD N
Throughout 2003 as we highlight various work and was looking ENGLAND
mInIStI’IeS, W|" yOU J0|n W|th us as pl’ayer up some references.
partners? Many subscribers sentin their | HAVE SINNED
response card pledging support througlARCH  Grandpa visited. He | HAVE REPENTED
prayer, and many financially as well. You kept me in his lap | HAVE TRUSTED
are so very special, and we deeply an hour reading | HAVE LOVED
treasure your friendship. 1 Corinthians 13. | REST

An added blessing to thisibilee | SHALL RISE

APRIL: I had one busy day. | SHALL REIGN N

will be the 3@ wedding anniversary for
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Defining the Year 2003

DEFINING THE YENR 2003

Regardless how hard you try, whethough | disagree heatedly with avhat will be next? There may even be
one “contends for the faith” often thenumber of them in many areas. What isonfusion about what we call ourselves.
perception of being “contentious” ishappening? Most of you know as well've traveled all over the world and
conveyed. Please know my heart, aras | do. Bible versions have becom&hen you say, “I'm a Christian” that
| place in print here that it is not thehe topic of defining debate. The KJ\neans a lot of different things to people.
intent of this publication to be unkindhas not only been exchanged foChristian to some may be Catholic,
to individuals, play some personalityanother Bible, but now | hear those I'véMormon, or American for that matter.
political game or demonstrate a divisiveespected for 30 years say there a€én the front of this publication it says, “
spirit for the sake of constantly “rockingerrors in the KJV. Laymen in churche€ontending for Fundamental
the boat” or “stirring the pot.” Recentlyare confused and the world and the dedlhristianity”. Is Christian or
in a meeting the pastor asked me, “Dioves it. Music and dress standards hatendamentalist a label to be shunned?
you know evangelist so and so?” | hadlunged to an all-time low in ourOne Christian College president wrote:
not met this evangelist nor was | familiachurches - not their churches - ours'...those who wished to be more
with his ministry. The pastor said thisdMost of the Independent Baptissteadfast and less ecumenical began
fellow describes himself as “Thepreachers | know personally are goodlentifying  themselves as
meanest preacher in America.” Now iBible preaching fundamental soul“Fundamentalists.” [This university] is
that's the way that evangelist wants tainning fellows. That's why | was unashamedly Fundamentalist, but the
be known, so be it. However, | prayshocked when | got a lengthy letter fronterm is beginning to carry an onerous
that even with the iron fistedanIndependent Baptist Pastor in Souttonnotation with the world at large
determination to stand in this day o€arolina telling me to take his churclbecause of the media’s penchant for
compromise, The Voice in theoff The Voice in the Wildernesgiling lumping Christian Fundamentalists in the
Wilderness will dress that iron fist in dist. It seems that even though a pasteame heap as Islamic Fundamentalists.
velvet glove and demonstrate truenay believe in standards and biblicdhstead of “Fundamentalism” defining
biblical love along with the authoritativeseparation, he doesn’t preach it nass as steadfast Bible believers, the term
voice of His inspired, infallible Word. does he want his church folk reading iow carries overtones of radicalism and

2003 will again draw lines andin a fundamental publication. Can aerrorism. “Fundamentalist” evokes
define for many the distinctives ofpreacher believe, truly believefear, suspicion, and other repulsive
various ministries. It has been vergomething and not preach what heonnotations in its current usage. Many
grievous to this preacher to see mdrelieves? of us who are separated unto Christ feel
that | have respected for decades Then there is the debate oveitis appropriate to find a new label that
express positions that are deeplgivorce and remarriage. Again, ouwill define us more positively and
troubling. I have on my desk a Christiachurches are under attack and homagpropriately.” Again, | am not
publication dated September 197 are falling apart. From the pulpit to theeriticizing this school or president. | have
Pictured on the front, for a Biblepew, I've never seen such devastatiomany friends who are graduates from
Conference, are six of the mosbo we neglect, abandon, or look dowthis institution and have in past years
powerful preachers | have ever heardn these individuals. No, we must reacdecommended this school to some of
My, how | recall the moving messagesut with love, teach them to forgive andhe young people | have ministered to.
delivered by these men. Over the pabting healing to their lives. At the samé& his simply demonstrates the season of
30 years several of the fellows havéme, the pulpit must stay red-hotebate that many are engaged in, much
been personal friends and even fromgeaching and teaching what the Boosf which, to me, is very disturbing.
distance have encouraged this preaclsays about the institute of marriage ar@dften we must agree to disagree. For
to stay the course. Now, three of thoghe home. Folk in the church aregood men there need not be personality,
men have had broken marriages arsthacking up, having sex and babies opolitics, and down right meanness. Year
two have taken positions that | believef marriage and no one weeps. 2003 will draw lines, denote distinctives,
arein error. Only one to my knowledge | cannot believe we’'ve begunand in some cases, divide based on
has to this date remained consistent thscussions as to whether the Bible hassues that cannot be ignored.
what was then the biblical position oerrors and was the blood of Jesus Christ :
us all. I still love these brothers evedivine or human. For crying out loud,
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Mission Spotlight
(Continued from page 3) named Shiv Narayam. Friends anthe most gifted, educated, and yes

_ o family affectionately referred to thiswealthiest people found anywhere are
lead this great congregation into aflindy man as Baba. This was theast Indians. Yet, you would write a

anointed ministry. fortieth day of fasting and prayer foicheck today, you would begin earnestly
October 2002 marked my fourthgapa . His Hindu religion had not giveno intercede if you could but glimpse the
mission trip to India. Immediately, | him the peace that he was searching fegent need | share with you. Bro. Patel
knew this was going to be a fruitfulas Baba looked at one of his Hinduand Bro. Thomas should have turned
venture. The Lord arranged on one fligl‘gods, a dog walked by and urinated aind walked into the city where millions
for me to be seated beside a Catholife idol. “How could a god allow a dogneeded the gospel literature that they
lady from New York City. She raisedyq, (g this?” Baba thought in disgustwere distributing. However they had a
poodles for “show,” and was quiteror forty days Baba would fast and pragiivine appointment, walking away from
enthusiastic about sharing her beloveg; the truth - to know whom the truethe city and into the rural village along
animals with me. During ourgg(is, s God real, would He hear anghe breath-taking dusty road in a humble
conversation, she told me she wagysyer? On the fortieth day of the fastiwelling the Lord introduced them to
Catholic. | asked her to tell me whakeaven sent an ambassador halfw@aba. On his fortieth day of fasting, two
her priest taught about heaven angound the world to a remote village imissionaries now present the one true
eternal life. She clearly understood thﬁ1dia, hidden in the darkest of spirituahnd living God, Jesus Christ to this dear
way to heaven was by good works angignt, oppressed by the worst poverty'searching Hindu man. You can believe
keeping the Ten Commandments. Thigoes, and chained to religions slaveryiell was not happy. As a matter of fact,
gave me an opportunity to open thgyo patel and his family had left thahe water buffalo, a prized and valued
Bible and show her what God says Nlomforts and ease of America angossession of any Indian villager, almost
what a preacher or a priest has to sayioved to one of the most hostilevent berserk. Typically this
ltwas a joy to pray with this dear ladychallenges imaginable. Unless you havgomesticated beast is very docile, but
as she trusted Jesus Christ as hgden there, seen it with your own eyesn this occasion, the demons prodded
Savior. That one appointment wouldmeled it, tasted it, heard it, felt it - myhim along trying to disrupt the gospel
have made the trip worth it all, yetthergqyy gl the senses are taken to the limiipportunity. Bro. Patel said, “Here |
were many more blessings to Come. j ingia. Words, photographs, nor videavas about to be attacked, gored, or
describe the oppression. Even after nyyorse by this buffalo, and my family
SHIVNARAYAM fourth visit, it's still hard to believe adidn’t even know where | was.”
Itwas one of those hot, dusty daygontry and its people can survive suddowever, the Lord knew and was in
in Agra, India, and God had a divingongitions. Over one billion peoplecontrol of all the details. For on this day,
appointment for his preacher. Pastqging in ways most reading these wordghe one true and living God was bringing
Hemant Patel and one of his men, Braan never in your wildest imaginatiorHis Light to this precious seeking soul.
Thomas, were passing out tracts angnceive. | must pause to say this trip  As a result of Shiv Baba receiving
sharing the gospel with people along thgas much easier in terms of logisticEhrist, some eleven members of his
street. Typically, they would go into thghan the past trips. India has madiamily have been saved and baptized.
city where there were hundreds Ofigantic strides to improve some of it®ossibly thousands have been contacted
thousands of people to witness to, bt trastructure. Two cities havewith the gospel message, along with two
that was not the direction the Lor¢gnstructed several new highways anghurches planted, and many home Bible
would lead on that day. As they walkeg)gye installed some underground sewstudies established. This is truly the story
out of the city into the rural area, theyyorks, | even ate in several restauranig a modern day miracle!
met a man who rejected their gospgnere | felt reasonably assured the food  Please pray for the precious souls
witness but said he knew someone whg,q beverage was “safe.” Don't get mef India. Opposition to the gospel has
might be interested. The man led the M@rong. There are some world class
preachers to a village to meet a Hindgcommodations in India and some of (Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

already succeeded in one areato pass
legislation against conversion. Jail
sentences and even greater are risk for
some dear brothers preaching Jesus.
Let's pray for wisdom and power as
the church in India labors under some

extreme conditions.

The Taj Mahal is one of the Seven
Wonders of the World. We took a day
out of the busy schedule to tour the
sights. What a privilege to travel and see
these incredible places.

This is indeed a modern day miracle!
What a joy to meet Brother Baba and
his dear wife. Please read their amazing
story in this issue.

The Lord has miraculously raised up two
anointed churches and home ministries
in the Agra area. Pictured here, Pastor
Patel gave us a tour of their computer
area where he is training members in
various skills.

Throughout my ministry the Lord has
allowed me to meet some of the choicest
individuals to ever walk this terrestrial
ball. Above are Bro. Hemant Patel and
Bro. Pavel Clipa. What a joy to have our
pastors join me for a conference at Bro.
Patel's church during my November 2002
visit to India. Bro. Clipa’s father was
martyred for the cause of Christ by the
communists, and now the Lord is using
Pavel in a mighty way to touch lives in
Europe and America. | hope to share Bro.
Clipa’s story in a future issue.

Brother Baba and the village church
extended a very gracious welcome. What
a joy to meet these precious brothers
and sisters.

Our Mission Team had opportunity to see
the Taj Mahal. Pictured here are Brothers
Dann Patrick, Ronnie Williamson,
Hemant Patel, Mike Woodard, Bobby
Reavis, and Bro. Raju. Towering above
the white marble tomb was the sweet
fellowship of those who have partaken of
the Resurrection life.

Mission Spotlight

Your gifts have made it possible for these
young students to study Bible and
prepare themselves to share the gospel
of Jesus Christ in India, Kenya, and
throughout the world. Pray for this fine
group as they study in Agra.

The Voice in the Wilderness brought nine
of our workers to Agra for a time of
fellowship around God’s Word. Brothers
Abednego, C.P., Dayaraju, Nirmal,
Partha, Pramod, Rajamallik, Samuel,
and S.K. were able to see the work in
Agra and meet the brethren during our
conference and revival.

Pastor Hemant Patel and Faith Church
of Agra, India were so very gracious
during our visit in November 2002. The
church presented gifts to Pastor Dann
Patrick, Brother Mike Woodard, Brother
Bobby Reavis, and Brother Ronnie
Williamson expressing just a part of their
world-class hospitality during our stay. If
only all our churches in America could
sample the sweet spirit of Faith in Agra.

January 2003 Yoice in the Wildernessl5



STAY BEY'THE BOOKXK

When the Soviet Union broke up, some preachers began to re-look at their sermons on prophecy. Bible teach
thought they needed to do a rewrite. Now the world is occupied with terrorism, Islam, and a shaky economy. How do
all this affect our view of end time events? We must stay by the Book. The next major event on God’s prophetic calent
has remained unaffected by breakups, Osamas, Saddams, and all the economic shenanigans.

TheAtlantic Monthly 10/02an an article entitled, “The Next Christianity.” The following was an interesting description:
“The modern world arose from the trauma of the Reformation. Brace for a second Reformation - a global convulsic
that will shape the coming century.” Listen to the following quote from this same edition: “We stand at a historical turniny
point, one that is as epochal for the Christian world as the original Reformation. Around the globe Christianity i growin
andmutating in ways that observers in the West tend not tolseeultuous conflicts within Christianity will leave
a mark deeper than Islam’s on the century ahead

“The twenty-first century will be regarded by future historians as a century in which religion replaced ideology as th
prime animating and destructive force in human affairs.” This is where preachers and Bible teachers must not allc
diversionary tactics to dull our biblical focus. Yes, the world is a buzz with constantly changing events. The news med
bombards us 24/7 with a constant barrage of changing affairs on every scene. Our anchor must continue to be the V
of God. Certain events obviously may be interpreted by Bible prophecy; and even at “ that in the wisdom of God tt
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” (I Corinthia
1:21) “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the powel
God.” (I Corinthians 1:18) That indeed must remain our focusAllaatic Monthlyadded, Pentecostal believers
reject tradition and hierarchyut they also rely on direct spiritual revelation to supplement or replace biblical authority.”
It should be apparent to us that the anchor and sole authority is the inspired, infallible Word of God. More than ever\
mustSTAY BY THE BOOK.
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