On Oct. 1, 1880:  The Edison Lamp Works began producing light bulbs for commercial use.                 

Reading:  Zech. 11-14           Pasture: Zech.14:1-21

There Will Be Some Changes Made

     When the Lord comes to the earth the second time, there will be some interesting changes take place in our world as we know it now.

Physical Changes.  First of all, His coming will cause some changes in the physical surface of the earth.  In vs.4 we read that the mount of Olives on which He will descend, will be divided in two.  A great valley will be in between the parts.  

National Changes.  Vs. 16 assures us that the nations who were so haughty and warred against Israel will be destroyed.  The remnants that survive of those once proud armies will go up to Jerusalem to worship the Lord whose country they once attempted to destroy.  
Spiritual Changes.  There will be no nonsense in that day.  Vs. 17-18 also are adamant in declaring that worship will be regulated and enforced.  Any who will not worship will suffer a plague.  
Thought;  Things will certainly be different than they are now.  Now, people worship when it is convenient.  Then, they will worship because it is commanded and is the only safe thing to do.   

No longer the suffering Savior, Jesus will, in that day, be the majestic monarch.  
On Oct. 31, 1864:  Nevada became the 36th state.                  

Reading: Luke 19-20              Pasture: Luke 19:36-40

Why Should We Hold Our Peace?

“And he answered and said unto them, “I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.”  (Luke 19:40)

     Is this a time to keep silent about the Christ?  In no way!

The Duty.  It is always out duty to testify to the reality and royalty of Jesus Christ.  If we fail in that duty, then it will be accomplished another way, even if God should have to open the voices of inanimate nature to do so, but Jesus Christ will be glorified!

The Dissuasion.  Others will try to dissuade us.  Notice how the Pharisees tried to stop the proclamations of the people regarding Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  Today, we will be prohibited by society, by statute, and perhaps even by the sword, but we still must testify for our Lord.

The Diminishing.  The ranks of those who will testify for God are thinning rapidly.  In our day, “because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold” is not a prophecy of the future, it is a reality of the present.  

Thought:  This is not a time to keep silent.  God wants no undercover operatives!  

It is always the right time to testify for God!
On  Oct.  2, 1780:  British spy John Andre was hanged in New York by American forces.          

Reading: Mal. 1-4                              Pasture: Mal. 1:2-3

Why Did God Hate Esau?

“And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste fro the dragons of the wilderness.”  Mal. 1:3

     God loves all people.  (Jn. 3:16)  Yet, He is said to have hated Esau.  This was because Esau spurned God’s offer of love and denied his Creator who would have loved him.  How did Esau spurn the love of God?

By Despising His Birthright. In Gen. 26:29-34 we see that Esau traded his birthright away for a mere bowl of pottage.  Interested only in the physical desires, he was quick to despise the spiritual relationship God offered.  People today do the same thing when their entire focus is on the accumulation of things and they have no thought for the Lord and His Church.

By Despising His Parents.  In Gen. 26:34-35 Esau took two wives of the people of the land of Canaan.  He knew His parents had wanted their sons to take wives of his own people, but Esau did exactly and only what Esau wanted to do.  People today who disobey parents when they are still under parental protection are very disappointing to God.  If we won’t obey our parents who we can see, how will we obey God who we can’t see?

By Despising Israel.  Ps. 137:7-9 reminds of /the cruelty of the Edomites toward Israel when she was taken into captivity.  By despising God’s people, they showed they despised also God Himself.  (see Mt. 25:31-46)

Thought: God becomes the implacable enemy of those who choose to be His enemies, and only misery awaits these.  
On Oct. 3, 1789:  The 1st Thanksgiving Day in America was proclaimed by Pres. Washington.              

Reading: Matt. 1-4                 Pasture: Matt. 2:22-23

The Nazarene

“And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth:  that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.”  (Matt. 3:23)

     There is a lot of meaning in this designation of Jesus as a Nazarene.

The Mistake.  Some have mistakenly called Jesus a Nazarite.  Therefore, some artists have pictured Him with long hair, since only those with the vow of a Nazarite among Jewish men could wear their hair long.  However, Jesus was not a Nazarite.  He ate grapes, went to funerals, and drank wine, all of which was forbidden for a Nazarite.  There are only three life-long Nazarites mentioned in Scripture:  Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist.  Jesus was not a Nazarite.

The Miracle.  He is called a Nazarene because His home-town was the city of Nazareth.  It was important to fulfill prophecy that He live there, and God miraculously arranged circumstances so He would do so.  Isn’t it wonderful how God arranges things in life?

The Meaning.  The word for “branch” in Hebrew, is the same root word that makes us the name “Nazareth”.  In Zech. 3:8 and 6:12 He is called by that title.  This is why Jesus fulfilled Scripture by growing up in Nazareth.

Thought:  God’s Word is flawless and always true and trustworthy.  
On Oct. 30, 1961:  The Soviet Union tested a hydrogen bomb with a force of 58 megatons.         

Reading: Luke 17-18                  Pasture:  Luke 17:12-19

The Grateful One

“And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God.”  (Luke 17:15)

     Very few people are ever found who will take time to be as grateful to God, as they should be.

The Men.  These men were lepers.  They were dying a slow and utterly horrible death.  There was no cure for their disease, there was no hope for them outside of the healing hand of God. When they saw Jesus however, they lifted up their voices to Him, pleading for mercy.

The Miracle.  Jesus was willing to heal them.  It doesn’t matter how advanced the disease of sin has become in our lives, the Lord is always willing to love us, and to heal us, and to cleanse us from our sin.  He cleansed these lepers, which is a picture of what He will do for lost sinners.

The Man.  Only one man however, thought to turn back and glorify God for what He had accomplished.  The rest went on their way, rejoicing that they were relieved of the burden of disease.  Too many folks are like that today.  When we are cleansed, we need to take time to testify to God’s glory and to thank Him for His mercy.

Thought:  If we are not willing to glorify God publicly with our voice, we are not really thankful as we should be.  

No matter if we’re nervous, glorify God!
On Oct. 29, 1901:  Leon Czolgosz, assassin of Pres. Wm. McKinley, was executed by electrocution.           

Reading: Luke 14-16               Pasture: Luke 14:1-5

What About the Sabbath?

“And Jesus answering spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day?”   (Luke 14:3)

     People are always watching us closely, just as the Pharisees watched Jesus. (vs.1)

The Gift.  The Sabbath Day was a gift of God to His chosen people.  The Sabbath (which means 7th) was observed from sundown Friday night to sundown on Saturday night.  People got ‘the cart before the horse’ and thought that to do good on the Sabbath was wrong, for it was work, and God had commanded them not to do work on the Sabbath.  Jesus had to remind them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.”
The Guilty.  Guilty people are always the quickest to attempt to attach blame to others.  These lawyers and Pharisees watched Jesus closely to see if He would break their customs.  People watch you just as closely today, to see if you will be politically correct in all you words and actions.  Don’t be so at the expense of doing good.

The Gain.  Jesus went ahead and healed the man with dropsy.  Then, He taught a lessons that surely struck home.  Each of these men, in an emergency, would put forth effort to save a beast on the Sabbath.  Was a man not worth more than a beast?  

Thought:  To not do good, is to do evil.    
On  Oct. 4, 1777:  Washington’s troops launched an assault on the British at Germantown, Pennsylvania, with heavy losses.               

Reading: Matt. 5-6                          Pasture:  Matt. 5:8-12

An Important Message

“Blessed are the pure in heart,...the peacemakers,...the persecuted.”  (From Matt. 5:8-12)

     In the ‘beatitudes’ Jesus gave us many sermons within one sermon.  Here is just a sample of one important message from the Master.

Blessed are the (in heart) Pure.  Those who are pure in heart seek God with a single-mindedness that puts them in contact with the Savior.  You can’t half-way desire God in your life, you must trust Him with all your heart.  There must be no additives to your intent to seek God.  Your heart must be pure.

Blessed are the Peacemakers.  Those who seek to turn others to God seek peace between God and their friends and family just as they sought peace for themselves.  Such are the apple of God’s eye, for they imitate the very mission for which He came to earth.  Blessed indeed are those who seek peace between men and God.  (See their reward as you compare Prov. 11:30 and Dan. 12:3)

Blessed are the Persecuted.  Persecution is, after all, a promise.  (see 2Tim. 3:12)  If we suffer a little for the Savior, let us rejoice to be counted worthy, to suffer a little shame for His name.  So far, it hasn’t been bad.  If it gets bad however, He’ll be there to make it good.  

Thought:  The more we study the Bible, the more we are aware of blessings that await us.  
On Oct. 5, 1830:  The 24th President, Chester Arthur was born in Fairfield, Vermont.                

Reading: Matt. 7-9                    Pasture:  Matt. 8:5-13

The Centurion’s Servant

“...Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.”  (Matt. 8:10b)

     How great is your faith?  Is it as great as this Centurion who simply trusted the Word of the Lord?

Ability.  This Centurion recognized the ability of Jesus Christ.  He obviously knew that nothing was too hard for the Lord.  Having a beloved servant, he spent no time feeling sorry for himself, or even for the servant, but took to matter to Jesus as one who could help.

Agreement.  Jesus said in vs. 7, “I will come and heal him.”  It seems to me that although we know God is able and willing, we still sometimes hesitate in taking our problems before Him.  Why should we do this, when He has clearly indicated that we should, “Call upon me in the day of trouble.?”
Authority.  The Centurion protested that it was not necessary for Jesus to be physically present.  Knowing He had authority over sickness just as the Centurion had authority over soldiers and servants, He protested that all Jesus had to do was speak the word and his servant would be healed, and he was.

Thought:  Can’t we trust that same Word to meet the needs we have?  

Such faith, to simply believe God’s Word and act accordingly on it, is a treasure worth more than gold.
On Oct. 28, 901:  Alfred the Great, Saxon King of England, died.                 

Reading:  Luke 12-13                  Pasture: Luke 12:51-53

“Suppose ye that I am come to give peace upon the earth?  I tell you, Nay, but rather division.”  (Luke 12:51)

     The Mission of the Messiah

     any imagine that Christmas proclaims peace ‘on earth’, when it proclaimed only ‘peace to earth’ through Jesus.  

Distinction.  There is a distinction we need to make between our beliefs and the common belief of our society.  Jesus did not come to bring peace to this world.  Our preaching and our teaching needs to reflect that God is not “O.K.” with the behavior of this world.  Jesus came not to make us feel good about ourselves, but to redeem us from our sin.  He came not to call us to rejoicing, but to repentance.

Division.  Those who follow the Lord Jesus in reality will find themselves increasingly divided and even cut off from friends, family, and financial security in this life.  We must accept that we are never going to ‘fit in’ to this world, and we are not supposed to do so.  Rather, we are to live in the world without being of the world.  That is going to make a division all right, It will separate the dabblers in Christianity from the true disciples of Jesus in short order.

Decision.  What are you going to do?  Will you continue as most of Christendom does, just going through the motions?  Why not decide today to give your heart and soul all to Him?  You will be divided from most others, but the cost will be worth it.  

Thought:  May God divide and multiply us as He did the bread by the Sea.          X by Division
On Oct. 27, 1880:  Pres. Theodore Roosevelt married Alice Lee, his 1st wife, who would live just three years.            
Reading: Luke 10-11              Pasture: Luke 11:45-52

Teaching Lawyers About Law

“Woe unto you, lawyers! For ye have taken away the key of knowledge:  ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered.”  (Luke 11:52)

     These men were so obsessed with the letter of the law, that they missed the whole intent of it.

Faith.  Faith is the key of knowledge.  The purpose of the law was to point us to the need of faith in Christ.  (see Gal. 3:24)  By obsessing about the letter of the law, these lawyers missed the point.  The law was to acquaint us with guilt and so reveal our need of God.

Folly.  These men confused  separation with righteousness.  They confused the symbol of faith with the substance of faith.  Believing they could achieve favor with God through their works, they would not enter into a relationship of faith.

Forbidding.  Not only that, but by their teaching, they kept others from accepting the promise of Messiah in simple and childlike faith, with is the only way we can accept Him.  It’s is a good thing to teach the Word of God; but be sure you are right in your teaching before you do!

Thought:  If what I teach hinders men in their faith, then I am teaching nothing but folly!

Teaching should answer questions about truth, not generate them.  
On Oct. 6, 1536:  Wm. Tyndale, translator of the Bible into English, was executed by strangulation and then burned.                

Reading: Matt. 10-12                  Pasture: Matt. 11:1-19

When John Was Troubled

“...Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?”  (Matt. 11:3b)

     No one is immune from discouragement and depression, not even the great John the Baptist.

The Situation.  John, now cast into prison by Herod, sent some of his disciples to Jesus asking if He were indeed the promised Messiah, or if they should look for someone else.  Why was he seeking such an answer?  His situation caused him to be discouraged and depressed...and so to doubt.

The Signs.  Jesus evidently considered the signs He performed as enough evidence.  He directed the disciples of John to go and show him what they saw.  The blind were made to see, the lame to walk, the deaf to hear, and the poor had the Gospel preached to them.  No one could do such things without the power of God.  

The Sermon.  It is interesting to note that Jesus did not in any way criticize John for his failed faith.  Indeed, He preached a sermon that centered on John the Baptist’s greatness in God’s economy.  When you are discouraged, and when you are filled with doubts remember, God is not angry with you, He wants to encourage and enthuse you anew.  

Thought:  The Word of God will encourage you just as it did John the Baptist.    

When in trouble I’m bowed low, then to Jesus I must go.  
On Oct. 7, 1777:  The 2nd Battle of Saratoga began.  Ten days later, British Gen. John Burgoyne surrendered.                Reading: Matt. 13-14                 Pasture: Matt. 13:44

The Value of the Kingdom of God

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof, goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.”  (Matt. 13:44)

     What is it worth?  Of what value is your salvation?

The Price.  The value is actually incalculable.  The cost of the Kingdom of God was the precious blood and life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  How can you value the life of the Lord of Lords and King of Kings?  It just can’t be done.

The Possessions.  However, we can say it is so valuable that all or our present possessions are not worth holding on to in comparison.  In the parable, the man gladly sold all he had to gain the treasure.  We are reminded, “What doth it profit a man if he gained the whole world, and lose his own soul?”  
The Procedure.  We ought not hide the secret of God’s great treasure.  There is enough of the Kingdom for every person on earth.  Let us gladly and joyfully, tell everyone about the Kingdom, so they can lay claim to their treasure also.
Thought:  Happiness comes in gaining such a treasure, and then sharing it with others.  

“Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have, give I thee.”  
On Oct.  26, 1825:  The Erie Canal opened for transport.          

Reading: Luke 9                       Pasture: Luke 9: 10-17

You Do It!

“But he said unto them, Give ye them to eat…”             (Luke 9:13a)

     Sometimes, Jesus wants us to do what seems to be impossible, when our tools are improbable, and the time is impractical.

The Impossible.  The crowd was huge.  Many people had followed Jesus and now the day was almost over.  The Lord didn’t want to send the crowd away empty so He told His disciples, “You feed them.”  The crowd was about 5,000 men!  Now how were they supposed to do this?  It was impossible.

Improbable.  The only tools they had to accomplish the task at hand was five loaves and two fishes.  Yet, when they brought them to the Lord He blessed them, and multiplied them, just as He does our puny efforts on His behalf today.  Then, they were able to do an amazing thing; they were able to accomplish His commands.

Impractical.  The time couldn’t have been worse.  It was their promised vacation time.  Jesus had promised them a day off.  However, the work of God sometimes doesn’t occur at a convenient time, but it still must go on.  We still are called on to do God’s will, no matter what the circumstances might be.

Thought:  Whatever He says you can do, you can do!

Little is much, when God is in it!
On Oct. 25, 1760:  George III succeeded his father to the throne of England.  (He was actually German)                  

Reading: Luke 8                        Pasture: Luke 8:43-48

She Touched Jesus

“And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me:  for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me.”  (Luke 8:46)

     Since Jesus is omniscient, (all-knowing), why did He ask, “Who touched me?”
His Awareness.  Jesus was, of course, quite aware of who touched Him.  In fact, He knew she would do so before she did it.  The Lord is always aware of our problems, but He will not act until and unless He is invited to do so.  Jesus is always a gentleman.  

His Attention.  After she did touch Him, Jesus knew that it would be most beneficial for her if she made a public profession of what God had done for her.  It is never good to keep God’s blessings to ourselves, and it is always the right thing to do to share with others that God has blessed us.  Perhaps in some cases we don’t need to go into details, but we do need to testify to His Grace. She, a gentlewoman, shunned attention and the public limelight.  Jesus gave her the attention she needed so she would testify.  (vs.47)

His Affection.  Note how He tenderly called her, ‘daughter’ in vs. 48, and how He affectionately told her to go in peace.  Even God’s hardest lessons are always delivered with love, and so are not nearly so hard to take as we think they will be.  

Thought:  To reach out and touch Jesus in faith can be done today through prayer.  
On Oct. 8, 1869:  Franklin Pierce, 14th President of the United States, died at Concord, New Hampshire.                

Reading: Matt. 15-17                  Pasture: Matt. 16:13-15

Who Is He, Anyway?

He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?”         (Matt. 16:15

     The way you answer the question posed here, will tell a lot about your Christianity.

He Is Messiah.  This of course, is fundamental in our conception of the Christ.  We must recognize that He is the Messiah, the Promised One of God, who would come and suffer as our sacrifice, atoning for the sins of the world.  Have you accepted that you cannot save yourself?  Have you acknowledged that only He can save you?  Have you accepted Him as your savior and established a relationship with Him by calling on His name?

He is Master.  Since He has saved us, He owns us, having purchased us with His own blood.  Therefore, He ought to be the one in charge.  He is in control, not we ourselves.  Is He your master?  Do you live obediently according to the principles and precepts He left for you in the Bible?  

He is Mediator.  As the Son of God, He appears before the throne and acts as our advocate.  He is our defense attorney.  He can do so only through the merit of the blood He shed on Calvary for us.  When God the Father looks down, He sees not our sin, but the blood of His Son who thus is our go-between to God.  

Thought:  Who do you say that He is?  

Our I.O.U. to sin has become an I.O.U. to the Savior.
On Oct. 9, 1701:  Yale University was chartered as The Collegiate School of Connecticut.                

Reading: Matt. 18-20                Pasture: Matt. 18:1-4

Great in God’s Sight

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  (Matt. 18:4)

     Why a child?  What was so special about a child that he should be called great.

Faith.  A child-like faith is one that is completely trusting.  Until and unless someone comes to Christ with that kind of trust, he doesn’t really trust Christ at all.  We have to believe as a child does, with our whole heart, in the love of the Father.  

Faithfulness.  A child is also faithful.  An obedient and trusting child is one who does as he is told, when he is told, and never questions the rightness of the Father’s acts. 

Fruitfulness. Have you ever noticed how easy it is for little children to invite others to Church, or to testify of their salvation to others?  There is no hesitancy, no fear.  Is it any wonder that such a soldier for the Savior, small as he might be, would be called the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?

Thought:  When we are little in our own sight, we can be great in God’s sight.  

Your Heavenly Father loves you, did you know that?  
On Oct. 24, 1537:  Jane Seymour, 3rd wife of King HenryVIII, died 12 days after giving birth to Edward VI.            

Reading: Luke 6-7                       Pasture:  Luke 6:12-16

The Prayer Meeting

“...he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.”  (Luke 6:12b)

     Prayer meeting is not just for a mid-week service, but is intended for when it is needed.

Decisions.  Jesus faced a difficult time.  He had just come from a session where His words and actions had filled people with madness.  (vs. 10-11)  Now, He was about to go up to a mountain where He would face a decision that would affect the whole world.  He was going to name apostles who would ‘turn the world upside down’.  When you face difficult decisions, run it by God first.  Don’t ask Him to bless decisions you already made.

Duty.  Prayer is a duty, it is a holy obligation.  We have a responsibility to be responsive to God. Could you imagine any relationship where one party never talked except to say, “I need this”, or “I want that.”  No relationship could flourish like that.  God wants us to talk to Him, to seek His advice and blessings.

Determination.  Jesus was so determined that He remained all night in prayer.  This is not always necessary, but it is when we face very difficult circumstances.  If you must, stay on your knees until you are assured the answer to prayer is on its way.  

Thought:  An all-night prayer meeting is an all-right prayer meeting!  
On Oct. 23, 1366:  Much of Europe experienced a great meteor shower.                    

Reading: Luke 4-5                        Pasture:  Luke 4:16-30

The Sermon in Nazareth 

:And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country.”  (Luke 4:24)

     Jesus went home, to the town where He had been a boy.  It was the most natural thing in the world to preach in His own home-town synagogue.

The Text.  The passage Jesus chose to preach from was from the book of Isaiah, chapter 61:1-2.  This text describes the ministry of the Messiah.  It is remarkable that Jesus read only a part of the text.  He ended His reading with vs. 19 of our text.  The next verse in Isaiah speaks of the Judgment which will only be known at the 2nd advent.  During this 1st advent, He would only introduce the Kingdom by faith.  At His 2nd coming, it will be by force.

The Truth.  He was only speaking the truth when He said, “This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”  However, people would not believe that this man, whom they had known from a youth, could be the Messiah.

The Trouble.  They were so incensed at His sermon, that they intended to kill Jesus.  However, it was not His time, and passing through the midst of them, He went His way.

Thought:  Unless it is our time to go, there is nothing that can harm us. If it is our time, there is no place we can hide.  
On  Oct. 10, 1911:  Sun Yat-sen overthrew the Manchu dynasty in China.              
Reading:  Matt. 21-22                 Pasture: Matt. 22:1-14

The Man Who Tried to Sneak In

“For many are called, but few are chosen.”  (Matt. 22:14)

     The invitation to salvation is something that ought not to be rejected for any reason.

The Called.  I believe Jesus died for the whole world.  Indeed, He tells us that very thing in John 3:16, doesn’t He?  The Bible also assures us that, “God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  So, I think all are called to salvation.

The Conviction.  At some point in everyone's life, he is convicted of the need to know God in a personal way.  This may be due to the ‘general revelation’ we see in nature.  Knowing there must be God behind all the wonders of the world, we are convicted to seek Him.  Then, God ensures that the ‘special revelation’ of Scripture will come to us through missionaries, Pastors, or some other witnesses for Christ.  

The Conversion.  However, although many are called to salvation, few are chosen.  This is because, and only because, many are not willing to humble themselves and accept Christ.  In our story today, a picture is drawn of a man who tried to ‘sneak in’ some other way.  However, not having the robe of righteousness, the wedding garment, he was cast out.

Thought:  The only way to heaven is through Jesus Christ.

There is only one way; His way!
On Oct. 11, 1779:  Polish nobleman Casimir Pulaski was killed while fighting for American Independence.                     

Reading: Matt. 23-24              Pasture: Matt. 23:23-24

Blind Guides

“Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.”  (Matt. 23:24)  
     The Pharisees were not the people to follow if folks were trying to be Christ-like.

The Sticklers.  They were sticklers for obeying the law.  They were meticulous about observing every little shade and nuance of the law’s commands.  However, although they were obedient in the letter of the law, they missed the spirit and intent of the law.

The Scripture.  Just an aside here; for those who think tithing was just an Old Testament doctrine.  Jesus here says in the New Testament that the tithing practiced by the Pharisees was right.  “These ought ye to have done..”  (vs. 23)

The Straining.  However, the Pharisees strained at the humility necessary to admit their own sin and need of a Savior, but swallowed the camel size lie that they could, of their own righteousness, earn the favor of God.  There are people still like that today, who think that they are good enough, and God will understand, come Judgment Day.  

Thought:  These men had missed the fundamentals of the faith, and yet thought they were worthy to be teachers of others.  
On Oct. 22, 1938:  Charles F. Carlson demonstrated his machine for “xerography”, meaning ’dry writing’ or copying.       
Reading: Luke 2-3                            Pasture: Luke 3:1-4

Prepare the Way of the Lord

“...Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”  (Luke 3:4b)

     John the Baptist had a special mission, to prepare the way of the Lord.  As the forerunner of Christ, he did an excellent job. But, have you ever stopped to think that we have the same command in some ways?

With Our Testimony.  With our testimony, that is our lifestyle, we let others see Christ living in us.  That way, when they are exposed to the Gospel, they have no doubt of its reality and power to change lives; this because they saw it first in us.  

By Telling.  As John preached, he pointed out Jesus as the Messiah.  He never tried to build himself up, but he always sought to edify Christ.  If only we would do that, we could likewise be assured that we were fulfilling our duty in preparing His way.  

By Trusting.  John had his doubts, we all have had or will have someday also.  But, John trusted the Lord.  I am certain that when Jesus told John’s disciples to go and testify as to the miracles He did, that John was encouraged enough to die testifying to the Lord he loved.  Such faith is contagious.  It causes others to trust when they see us trust.  

Thought:  It is up to us to prepare the way for the Lord.  Are we doing so?  

The only tool we need to ‘pave the way’ for Christ is faith.
On Oct. 21, 1797:  The US Navy frigate “Old Ironsides” was launched in Boston’s harbor.                      

Reading: Luke 1                      Pasture:  Luke 1:18-20

When Belief Comes

:...thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words…”  (Luke 1:20b)

     Zacharias did not believe what he heard was possible.  Not only was he to be a father in his old age, but his son was to be the fore-runner of Christ.

Damage.  I believe it was imperative that the angel silence Zacharias for a time.  Oh, eventually he would come around, especially when he saw that his wife really was going to have a child. However, in the meanwhile, he could do great damage by sharing his doubts and thus inflicting them on other people.  

Deeds.  It was not until the deeds prophesied had been fulfilled, that Zacharias was able to talk once again.  Then I imagine it would have been hard to get him to be quiet again!  He had a lot to say, for God had done great things!  

Duty.  When we believe, it is our duty to speak up also.  Why should we be silent when we have such a great Savior to testify for?  I believe with all my heart that everyone who is saved by the Grace of God needs to testify as to his faith, and do it as soon as faith comes.  That way, we’ll get in the habit of doing so, and not doubting so.  

Thought:  Doubt yourself, doubt others, but never doubt the Word of God!  

On Oct. 12, 1870:  Robert E. Lee died of heart failure.                Reading:  Matt. 25-26          Pasture:  Matt. 26:40-46 Our Weak Flesh

“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation:  the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”             (Matt. 26:41)

     Have you ever noticed how difficult it is to concentrate for any length of time on spiritual things, without getting sleepy?

The Contention.  Paul assured us that a war rages in our bodies.  The spirit which has been born again, wants control of the body so righteous acts can be performed.  The body on the other hand, the flesh, wants to retain control to do those things which will fulfill its lusts.  

The Conduct.  The disciples of Jesus fell asleep when they were asked to watch with the Lord in His hour of sorrow.  They had willing spirits, but the flesh was not interested in spiritual things, and so they slept.

The Condition.  Many of our Churches are spiritually asleep today also.  I believe a lack of old-fashioned preaching on sin had caused us to fall into deep slumber, all in spite of our willing spirits.  I think for us as well, it is time to arise and get going; for the enemy is at hand.  

Thought:  It is up to us to continue to watch and pray, lest we also fall asleep in the face of the enemy.  

Be sure you don’t fall asleep on guard duty!

On Oct. 13, 1775:  Congress ordered the construction of two warships, laying the foundation for the US Navy.               

Reading: Mark 1-3                  Pasture: Mark 3:22-30
The Unpardonable Sin

“Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.”     (Mark 4:30)

     There is only one sin that cannot be forgiven; and that is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.

Completion.  When a person is born again, it is the Holy Spirit of God who literally enters the body and replaces the spirit which was born dead in trespasses and sins.  John 3:5 testifies of that fact, as does also 2Cor. 6:16.  The Christian has God in his body in the person of the Holy Spirit.

Conviction.  When God deals with people, it is the Holy Spirit of God who performs His office as the Great Convictor, bringing them knowledge of sin and of the truth of salvation through Christ.  The scribes in today’s passage denied that conviction and ascribed it to Satan.  

Condemnation.  Jesus testified that to resist that convicting power will result in eternal death, if the Spirit is resisted to the point of physical death.  After death has occurred, nothing can be done to save a soul.  

Thought:  The unpardonable sin then, is resisting the Holy Spirit by denying that He is the power of God which is drawing one to salvation.  

The ostrich doesn’t escape danger by burying his head in the sand.

On Oct. 20, 1803:  By a vote of 24-7, the US Senate ratified the Louisiana Purchase Treaty.      

Reading: Mark 14-16                    Pasture: Mark 14:1-9

Doing What You Can

“She hath done what she could:  she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying.”  (Luke 14:8)

     We can’t all do the same things for God, but we can all do something for God.

Give.  Like this woman, we can give sacrificially to the Lord and to His work.  A sacrifice is giving that which we would rather keep for ourselves, and for which we have a different purpose already set aside.  This woman gave the burial ointment she had, no doubt, set aside for herself.  In light of her act let’s ask ourselves, when we give, do we give sacrificially, or only out of our abundance?

Go.  Again, not everyone can do the same thing, but there is one thing we all can do.  We all can go to family or friends, and invite them to come to Christ.  Even if we only invite them to Church, we at least are doing what we can to get them to Christ.  

Gain.  The woman who gave the alabaster box of ointment did not lose from her gift to the Lord.  No indeed, she gained His everlasting appreciation.  Notice in vs. 9 that He said that wherever the gospel was preached, this story would be told.

Thought:  Don’t worry about doing something great for the Lord, just do something and He will bless it and make it great.

The gift of giving to those in need

Is a gift that gives right back, indeed.
On Oct. 19, 1781:  Gen. Cornwallis surrendered his 8,000 troops at Yorktown, effectively ending the Revolutionary War in America.                    

Reading: Mark 12-13            Pasture: Mark 13:32-37

Stay Alert!

“And what I say unto you I say unto all. Watch.” (Mark 13:37)

     The time is far advanced, and the Lord is coming soon.  Are we ready; are we even alert?

What.  The Lord returns to earth soon.  The Bible assures us in 1Thess. 4: 16-16-17 that He is coming soon in the clouds to take the believers home to heaven.  Are you ready?  To be ready you must be among the redeemed.  If you haven’t yet accepted Christ as your Savior, time is growing short, you had better get it done.

When.  We don’t know when He is coming.  We know His return may not be immediate, but it most certainly is imminent.  He may, in other words, not come for some time, but He could come at any time.  No one knows the day or hour, but He is coming!
Why.  We are exhorted to “Watch!”  We are on guard duty, so to speak.  We have a responsibility to warn others of the lateness of the times and the need to repent.  Let’s don’t fail in our responsibility.
Thought:  Will our loved ones be lost?  Not on our watch!  

We are watchmen for the Lord!
On Oct. 14, 1890:  Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th President of the United States was born in Denison, Texas.                
Reading: Mark 1-3                        Pasture: Mark 1:16-18

Fishers of Men

“And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.”  (Mark 1:17)

     When Jesus calls us, He makes everything in our lives new.

A New Destination.  Even though people might be religious, they are not redeemed and regenerated until they accept Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.  No one is righteous in and of himself, he must be born again.  God calls us all to salvation, not just a few of an elect group.  

A New Duty.  Jesus told these men, “I will make you to become fishers of men.”  They had only been concerned about making their own living before, but now they were to have a new job.  They were going to learn how to ‘catch men’ for the Kingdom of God.  We have that new duty as well, don’t we?  Everyone who is saved has that responsibility.  (see John 15:16)

A New Determination.  Jesus, through His example and His exhortation, gave a new determination to the Apostles to carry out the tasks He had given them.  They were only a few men, yet they ‘turned the world upside down’.  

Thought:  “I will make you fishers of men, if you'll  follow me.”  

If you are going to be a fisher of men, you had better get your line in the water!
On Oct. 15, 1902:  Jelly Roll Morton wrote the 1st piece of ’jazz’ music ever put on paper, “New Orleans Blues”.             

Reading:  Mark 4-5                 Pasture:  Mark 4:26-29

Reaping for the Redeemer

“But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.”  (Mark 4:29)

     Jesus gave us a lesson here, in how to win souls.

Planting.  First of course, the seed has to be sown.  We do this many ways.  When we live a Scriptural and spiritual life, others are attracted to what God has done in us.  Then, we demonstrate our faith in adversity so others see the strength God provides.  Finally, we may get the opportunity to share the Word of God.  This doesn’t always bear fruit immediately, but it will bear fruit.

Producing.  It doesn’t always happen quickly.  Some things grow fast, others more slowly.  It takes only a few short weeks to grow beans, but many years before a tree reaches maturity.  Don’t despair when the seed you plant doesn’t bear fruit immediately.  All things come in due season.

Picking.  When the harvest is ready, we have to be ready to reap it.  So, don’t be discouraged.  Be ready rather, to take your Bible and lead that certain someone to Christ where you have been planting the seeds of salvation for so long.  It will come, in His time.  

Thought:  How about it?  Are you ready to reap the harvest for Him?  
On Oct. 18, 1867:  America purchased Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million.                    

Reading: Mark 10-11                Pasture:  Mark 10:13-16 

A Church Full of Children

“...Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not:  for of such is the kingdom of God.”
     When the disciples tried to keep children from ’bothering’ the Lord, He was much displeased.

The Displeasure.  I believe the disciples were trying to help ’streamline’ the Lord’s day.  They wanted to keep the ’distractions’ at a minimum.  However, Jesus was quite displeased when they tried to keep the little children away.  It was practice in those days, for a Rabbi to bless the little ones in a loving manner.  Jesus would not allow anyone to cheat Him out of that wonderful duty.

The Dereliction.  There are too many Churches today whose ministries have no emphasis on children at all.  Full of adults, the ministry concentrates on such and provide nothing for children but a baby-sitting service.  Some adults look on children’s ministries the same way.  The view their work as merely keeping distractions down in the adult classes by ’baby-sitting’ the children.
The Duty.  Our duty is to realize that children are very important to the Lord.  He makes His kingdom up of those with child-like faith.  Dwight Moody began his church in Chicago with kids, picking them up and bringing them in.  Eventually the adults followed.  
Thought:  If we want to set the world on fire for Christ, begin with young tender wood, then move on to the old dead wood.   
On .Oct. 17, 1919:  The Radio Corporation of America, (RCA) was formed.                  

Reading: Mark 8-9                   Pasture: Mark 8:31-33

Don’t Hinder His Purpose!

“And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.”  (Mark 8:32)

     One thing we never want to do, is to come between God and His purpose, whether in ourselves or in others.

His Call.  When God calls people to salvation, all we should do is rejoice.  We can never see in the hearts of others, so we must not be skeptical when someone is saved.  They may have made previous professions of faith, but all we can do is rejoice when they finally heed His call.  I know some who have tried to dissuade children for instance, thinking they are too young, but when God calls, that is the time for folks to answer.

His Claim.  God may call you children or grandchildren to some duty that is unpleasant in your estimation.  Maybe it is far away, or just not according to the plans you have made.  Listen to the Lord.  Savor the things of God, not the things of men.  Let God have His way with them, that is the best thing.

His Crown.  We must remember, the crown of faithfulness is reserved only for those who fulfill God’s purpose.  Would you keep others from receiving the reward God intends them to have?  No, of course not.  So, don’t hinder God’s purpose in anyone’s life.  Rather, rejoice in it.  

Thought:  You can’t wear the crown, if you won’t bear the cross.  
On Oct. 16, 1793:  Marie Antoinette was beheaded.                     

Reading: Mark 6-7                        Pasture: Mark 7:31-37

He Hath Done All Things Well

“And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well:  he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.”  (Mark 7:37)

     Truly, He has done all things well.  This is nowhere more apparent than in my life.

His Deeds.  His deeds have changed my life completely.  I am even now, many years after my salvation, still quite ignorant of how He has accomplished so much for me.  There are three kinds of Preachers in the world: those who make things happen, those who watch things happen, and those like me; who wonder what happened!

The Deaf.  There was a time when I wouldn't listen to anybody.  Like the manic of the Gadara, it could have been said of men, “no man could tame him.”  But one day, Jesus called my name, and my ears were opened.  He also opened my ears to understanding of His Word and opened thus, a whole new world full of light and delight.

The Dumb.  Like Moses, I could never speak well.  I still am not what one could call ‘eloquent’, but God has so worked in my life that my terror of speaking in public, which was always with me before, had been conquered, and I am able to openly proclaim His goodness and His Word.  

Thought:  “It is no secret, what God can do.

                   What He’s done for others, He’ll do for you.”
God gives the victory!
