When Lord, when?
 

The Old Testament is filled with great men of God, prophets who lived extraordinary lives but, as life would have it, they were outlived by the power of their message. Habakkuk was one of these great men but he was also just like you and me, an ordinary citizen caught in an era where times were tough. These were hard times and Habakkuk did something we all do in these situations. He asked God hard questions in the hard times.

Habakkuk 1 

Why is life so unfair? Why am I going throught this now? Why do wicked people do so well while the innocent suffer? Why does God put up with all this mockery? Where is God? Why does God seem so distant? Where does it end? When does it end?

Habakkuk 2 

Habakkuk in doing this expressed our doubts and fears, but he also recieved answers from God. What were Gods' answers to Habakkuk?

 

Just like God did with Job, God insisted that He be trusted as God. God is not the one we can compel to answer every question we present Him with. God will not be held hostage by our doubts. He pointed out to Habakkuk that when we step back and look at the bigger picture of history and the world, we are more likely to see that God is in control of it all!

 

Some of us are going through some hard times, really hard times! Some are facing confusion and pain that seem unbearable at times. For me that time is right now and as I look into the prophecy of this old book I am reminded that when we experience the confusion, pain and suffering of daily living, we ( I ) need to cling to God more closely and tightly than yesterday.

 

Habakkuk ended his prophecy with a prayer that we all need to immerse ourselves into. He stated his intention to trust. He realized that there would be times in his life when the immediate evidence would challenge us to question the presence of God, and in these trying times of despair and darkness he would remember the God he had met in the light.

 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 
17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 
18 Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 
19 The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. 

 

 

A Simple Victory

